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POLITICAL leaders have
called for answers about the
future of Sandwell’s £350
million super-hospital, in the
wake of Carillion’s ‘devastat-
ing’ collapse.
Warley MP John Spellar and
Sandwell Council cabinet member
Ann Jaron have urged the Govern-
ment to provide clarity about the fu-
ture of the new Midland Met Hospital
in Smethwick.
Mr Spellar called on the Government to se-

cure the completion of Midland Metropolitan
Hospital and to ensure the project would not be
affected by the liquidation of Carillion.
Speaking in Parliament, he said: “The new

Midland Metropolitan Hospital now towers
over the terraced housing in the Smethwick
part of my constituency.
“Despite a delay due to a design failure, work

is now proceeding apace and is two-thirds com-
pleted. So, what is the Government going to be
doing about ensuring the flow of funding and
work, so that the contract can be completed and
we can look forward to the opening of this new
– much-needed – hospital?”

Solution
Smethwick town lead Councillor Jaron said:

“After having their hopes built up for so long,
local people are devastated by this latest de-
velopment. I would call on our Parliamentary
representatives to find a solution in the very
near future.”
Meanwhile, Sandwell and West Birmingham

NHS Trust chief executive Toby Lewis said he
was looking to ‘re-establish timescale clarity’
on when the hospital will be completed.
Mr Lewis said: “It has been abundantly clear

over the last 24 hours how much the comple-
tion of the Midland Met means to the plans and
ambitions of partner organisations locally. We
have worked together for over a decade to de-
velop the plans to invest more money into pri-
mary and community care, and redesign acute
care.
“We welcome the commitment to project

continuation offered in Parliament, which has
reassured staff, working to provide NHS care
here, that this overdue project remains a pri-
ority.”

Report by David Cosgrove TELEVISION

Inspirational Abed
appears on series
A GRADUATE from Birmingham has ap-
peared on a BBC Three series inspiring ef-
forts to help young people who suffer with

BROADCASTING

‘People’s champion’
Ed Doolan dies, 76

PLANNING
Eyesore land scheme
TEN new homes including four one bed and
six two bed flats could be built on eyesore
land in West Bromwich. The site in John
Street would see car parking and landscap-
ing to create a ‘high-quality residential devel-
opment’ if approved by planners.

Cyrille Regis in full flight for Albion during his stellar career in the West Midlands

Cyrille with a model of the proposed Three Degrees statue

Baggies fan Dave Sheppard hangs up a scarf at the Hawthorns

TRIBUTES FLOOD IN FOR BAGGIES LEGEND CYRILLE

ALBION have been in mourning this week as
tributes continued to pour in for legendary
striker Cyrille Regis. The flags were lowered
to half mast at The Hawthorns, while the
Jeff Astle gates outside the ground have been
turned into a memorial for the icon, with
shirts, scarves and flowers covering them.
Supporters have been filtering down to the

ground to pay respects to one of their heroes.
The club has confirmed that plans to cele-

brate Cyrille’s life are being prepared.
The team will wear black armbands at the

next game away to Everton, on Saturday,
while large-scale tributes are likely to take

place when Albion return to The Hawthorns
against Southampton on February 3.
Cyrille’s family have thanked fans for their

messages of support and said they would need
time to come to terms with his shock death
at just 59 following a suspected heart attack.
Fellow Albion legend and Three Degrees

member Brendon Batson was among those to
pay tribute to Cyrille. He said: “Because of his
exploits on the football field he had an aura
around him, but he was so approachable.”
Ex-captain Darren Moore said: “He was

a leader of men, but also a warm man who
everybody could connect to in their own spe-

cial, unique way.”As well as being adored in
the stands for his thrilling performances on
the pitch during seven years at The Haw-
thorns, scoring 112 goals, Cyrille was hugely
respected for spearheading the fight to change
attitudes towards black players.
Obayed Hussain, director of West Midlands

Active Citizens, said: “Cyrille Regis was one
of football’s great pioneers. In standing up to
hatred, Cyrille exhibited exceptional passion,
determination and integrity in paving the way
for future generations of Black, Asian and
ethnic minority footballers to break through.”

l More – See Page 39 and 40

IT’S CHEERS FOR
HADEN CROSS

PAGE 3

CALL FOR CLARITY
ON MET’S FUTURE

ICONIC Midland radio presenter Ed Doolan
has died, aged 76. The BBC WM DJ died on
Tuesday morning following a battle with de-

Political battle over hospital after Carillion collapse

INSIDE

Sandwell

Price when sold 70pRead by more than 64,000 peopleThursday, January 18, 2018

mentia.
Ed passed away

peacefully in his sleep
while at home in the early
hours, his agent and
manager Paul Vaughan
confirmed. Ed’s wife
Christine was with him.
The Australian-born

presenter and philanthro-
pist began his radio ca-

reer at Birmingham’s BRMB (now Free Radio
Birmingham) back in 1974. He then moved
on to BBC WM in 1982.
Head of local and regional programmes

for BBC West Midlands, David Jennings, de-
scribed Ed as ‘the people’s champion’.

Ed Doolan

Abed Ahmed

a stammer.
Abed Ahmed, from

Lozells, was on the
Amazing Humans pro-
gramme drawing on
his own experiences
and struggles growing
up with a stammer.
The 24-year-old gained
a degree in Sport and

Education Studies before undertaking his
PGCE to become a qualified teacher. His
Twitter page is @stammer_teacher
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A DOG which has battled back 
from the brink of death after be-
ing abandoned warmed the hearts 
of more than 400 people during a 
special ‘meet and greet’ event.

Elsa the French mastiff has be-
come something of a star after her 
story went viral. She was thought 
to be just hours from death when 
found at Corngreaves Nature Re-
serve in Cradley Heath but thank-
fully her tale had a happy ending 
and she is now well on the road 
to recovery. The desperately thin 
dog was rescued and taken in by 
the Animal House Rescue Char-

Elsa and Lin Reeves, founder of Your Vets, which helped nurse the abandoned French Mastiff back to health

Rider who killed pal in
horror crash locked up
A 16-YEAR-OLD yob who killed 
his friend ‘showing off’ on a sto-
len motorbike has been locked 
up for five years.

Brett Everitt – named after a report-
ing restriction was lifted – was riding 
in the middle of Lunt Road in Bilston 
when he smashed into a car driven by 
disqualified driver Jamaine Lindo.

Speed limit
bid as flood
defence      plan
is approved 
THE speed limit will be slashed on a 
busy route in West Bromwich as plans 
for a £20 million flood defence scheme 
have been approved.

Forge Lane, which runs along 
Sandwell’s border with Birmingham, 
will be reduced to 30mph for one year 
from February 1. 

The reduction has also been welcomed 
in the hope it will slow down drivers on 
the road, after three people have died 
in accidents and more injured over the 
space of a few years.

The Environment Agency project will 
protect more than 1,400 nearby homes 
and businesses and protect Sandwell 
Valley and Forge Mill Farm.

Highways chief Councillor David 
Hosell, said: “This is also good for safety 
reasons as the number of accidents down 
there. It is a prime area for pedestrians 
and cyclists too, who are always crossing 
the road. There have been several fatal-
ities on that road.”

The first stage of work to strengthen 
the flood defences and river embank-
ments is focused on Perry Barr and 
Witton. The second phase will focus on 
Sandwell Valley.

Bosses admitted the work will ‘have 
a significant visual impact’ on the sur-
rounding area, but said its safety bene-
fits outweigh the drawbacks.

Fan banned over
Livermore abuse
WEST Ham have slapped an indefinite 
ban on the supporter who abused Albion 
midfielder Jake Livermore at the Lon-
don Stadium earlier this month.

Livermore climbed into the stands to 
confront a fan who was sitting alongside 
the away team’s dug-out after being sub-
stituted in the second half of the Bag-
gies’ 2-1 loss on January 2. 

Albion claimed Livermore was pro-
voked by a remark related to the death 
of his infant son, Jake Junior, in 2014.

A West Ham statement read: “The 
individual was found to have violated 
a number of London Stadium ground 
regulations and will be unable to attend 
home or away matches with immediate 
effect.

“Inciting or abusive behaviour will 
not be tolerated at London Stadium.”

Road set to close for
crossing inspections

WORKS at a level crossing will shut 
down a busy road for two days next 
month. Part of Station Road, in Langley, 
Oldbury, will be closed on February 10 
and 11. The closure will allow Network 
Rail workers to carry out inspections at 
the level crossing.

It’s a happy, healthy ending for Elsa
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

www.yourchronicle.com
Open Monday to Friday 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm

A MULTIMEDIA project focusing on 
people’s lives using photographs and 
stories has launched.

More than 50 people came to witness 
the Living Memory project launch at the 
Sandwell Archives where project man-
agers gave a talk on its aims. The team 
will be working towards an exhibition at 
Central Sixth, West Bromwich, in 2020.

Project manager Geoff Broadway, 
aged 52, said: “It is a two-year project 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
looking at people’s own life stories 
across the Black Country area. We are 
looking at people’s family albums and 

the collections that people have just got 
in their shoeboxes. We are also going to 
be working with film and making some 
film about these collections. 

“At the end of the project we are going 
to have a big exhibition in 2020 at Cen-
tral Sixth in West Bromwich. But we 
want to work in Wolverhampton, Wal-
sall, Sandwell and Dudley too. It is going 
to be a busy two years, the launch today 
was packed. It is not just about look-
ing back at the past, it is about how we 
make sense of ourselves now and how 
we fit in with our communities.

“It is very much a contemporary pro-

ject and in a way these photos are very 
rare. Everyone has got a story to tell.”

Following its launch, council bosses 
have given their backing to the project, 
which aims to tell the story of those liv-
ing across the Black Country through 
sharing photographs and film. 

Neighbourhoods and communities 
chief, Councillor Syeda Khatun said: 
“This is a very exciting project to cap-
ture people’s memories, stories and pho-
tographs from the past 80 years.”

To contribute go to livingmemory.live/
post-a-photo or email volunteering@liv-
ingmemory.live

Memories of Sandwell on way in project

Geoff Broadway and co-or-
dinator Rachel Gillies

Sandwell

ity, which is run by volunteers in 
Sandwell, and given emergency 
treatment.  She is now living with 
a foster family in South Stafford-
shire, where it is hoped she could 

eventually have a permanent home.
Animal lovers were invited to 

come and meet Elsa, who is now 
looking much healthier and happier 
weeks on from her ordeal, at Your 
Vets in Smethwick, where she was 
cared for after being passed on by 
the rescue charity.

She now weighs 34kg – double 
that of when she was found on 
death’s door at the nature reserve.

Elsa, aged around three or four, 
was given her nickname because 
she was found ‘frozen’. Charity 
volunteer Sue Hodges said: “She’s 
doing absolutely fabulously.”

Elsa seen when she was first found

Brett Everitt

The impact cat-
apulted 15-year-
old passenger Kian 
Buckler off the back 
of the bike. 

He suffered se-
rious head injuries 
and died days later 
in hospital. At Wol-
verhampton Crown 
Court, Judge Amjad 
Nawaz granted an 
application by the 

Chronicle’s sister newspaper the Express & 
Star to lift a reporting restriction on identi-
fying the defendant. 

He said naming Everitt, who already has 
25 criminal convictions to his name, was in 
the interests of open justice. 

He sentenced Everitt, of Thompson Road 
in Oldbury, to five years’ youth detention 
and banned him from driving for five years.  
Everitt had pleaded guilty to causing Ki-
an’s death by dangerous driving. 

Kian’s mother, Tina Richards, cried fol-
lowing sentencing, earlier telling the judge 
that Everitt ‘robbed me of my son.”

Ms Joanne Barker, prosecuting, said 
Everitt was seen riding the bike, which 
had no registration plates or head lights, 
on Lunt Road on November 29 at 6.30pm.

She said: “At times the bikes was being 
ridden at speed, attempts were done to pull 
wheelies and it overtook very close to an-
other one on what is a very busy road.”

Miss Sam Forsyth, defending Everitt, 
said: “This was someone he knew all his 
life, being responsible for his death is a 
burden he will have to carry for the rest 
of his life.”
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Beautiful
bathrooms at
affordable prices

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

Providing -
Building Landscaping
& Plumbing Materials

Visit our bathroom
showroom. Now
open to the public

STAFFORDSHIRE
BUILDERS SUPPLIES

0121 556 0496
Bagnall Street, Ocker Hill

Tipton DY4 0EQ
www.staffordshirebuilders.co.uk FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery

Concept

BLINDS

Also available
• Romans • Pleated
• Conservatory Roof Blinds
• Wood Venetians
• Venetian Blinds
• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows

FREEPHONE
0800 5875279
Open Seven Days a Week
0121 429 3169

UP TO

50% OFF
ALL BLINDS

FREE
Fitting on
all blinds

Vertical & Roller Blinds
New season fabrics now available

Child Safety
Features Fitted
Free of Charge

5 YEAR GUARANTEE

KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BEDROOMS

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS

Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment
Tel: 0121 588 5737

The Home Improvement SpecialistThe Home Improvement Specialist

Established over 25 years

www.idealhomecare.co.uk 10 REASONS TO HAVE
AN IDEAL HOMECARE
1. Family business established over 28 years2. Vast majority of work comes from recommendations3. FREE home design service, we listen to you anddesign to your requirements
4. Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles,sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, weare here to help and advise what is right for you5. We project manage from start to finish
6. We can supply only, or complete the whole project,including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plasteringand even decorating.
7. All rubbish removed at the end of the project8. Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi)
9. NICEIC Registered electricians
10. Quality products at realistic prices

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS
‘THE COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS’

MEMBERS of an award-winning 
community group which fought 
long and hard to save their pub 
have been indulging in a celebra-
tory tipple.

The Friends of Haden Cross 
fought long and hard for three 
years to save the pub from being 
built on, and raised a glass to win-
ning bronze in the Camra Pub 
Saving Awards 2017. Campaign 
leaders who worked to save the 
Haden Cross in Cradley Heath 
have said they are ‘thrilled’. 

Tim Haskey, Friends of Haden 
Cross group chairman, said: “The 
campaign has been running for 
three years now, it started in 
November 2014 when NewRiver 
Retail first started looking at put-
ting a site on the car park – we de-
feated that. NewRiver Retail tried 
again with a second planning ap-
plication for a site on the car park 
which was again rejected. 

“It all went quiet until last 
summer, they came back to put 
residential dwellings on the car 
park. We fought the big boys hard 
and we beat them twice. We are 
thrilled. Whilst the winner and 
runner-up were very worthy rural 
campaigns, ours showed that pubs 
in urban areas are equally as im-
portant to the communities they 
serve.”

The group received the national 
recognition after being nomi-
nated by the Dudley and South 
Staffordshire Camra branch. It 
comes after father and son team 
Stan and Karl Gardner took the 
reins at the Haden Cross in Old 
Hill last year.

Celebrating a bronze award from Camra, (centre) manager Matt 
Carey, with Friends of Haden Cross, including (front left) chairman Tim 
Haskey and members of Dudley & South Staffordshire Camra, includ-
ing (front right) chairman Ryan Hunt, of Dudley, at The Haden Cross

Cause for a tipple as pub wins bronze

Chief says council had 
no choice over tax rise
COUNCIL tax is set to rise by five 
per cent across Sandwell from 
April, it has been confirmed.

An extra three per cent will be added to 
bills to fund council services and another 
two per cent for social care.

Council leader Steve Eling said he had been 
left with little choice but to raise fees but re-
vealed he had refused to increase council tax 
by six per cent and had instead chosen to direct 
less cash to social care.

But it will still mean a council tax hike for 
Sandwell households for the third year running 
and another rise for families to contend with 
after both the police and West Midlands Mayor 
revealed increases.

It also comes on the back of a five per cent 
council tax rise last year.

The latest rise would mean families paying 
around an extra £1 a week in 2018/19. The 
average Sandwell household pays £1,457.33 a 
year. Proposals to increase council tax will be 
presented to councillors in March.

Services
The cash-strapped authority is desperate to 

raise money after a huge cut in Government 
funding in recent years, while Councillor Eling 
said rising inflation has also been a factor in 
needing to keep pushing council tax up.

Councillor Eling said: “We are looking at a 
2.99 per cent rise for borough services but what 
we are suggesting is not to do the 2.99 per cent 
for social care but to drop it back from three 
per cent to two per cent.

“It is still a greater council tax increase than 
I would have wanted to do in normal circum-
stances but we are left with little choice with 
what they are doing with adult social care.

Council tax had been frozen for six years 
running to 2016 but the leader said those kind 
of offers were not possible in the current chal-
lenging times. He said it was about finding the 
balance between charging households too much 
and ensuring frontline services continued to be 
protected.

Councillor Eling said: “Putting up council 
tax is never popular but we also want to be able 
to present a fair deal to people.”

Write crafty tribute to silversmiths
AN exclusive set of silver writing in-
struments has been created in tribute 
to work carried out by silversmiths.

The carefully-crafted pen and pen-
cil, manufactured in Birmingham’s 
Jewellery Quarter, have gone on sale 
at Shrewsbury retailer Write Here, 
priced at just under £300 each.

“The Shropshire ballpoint pen 
and pencil have now arrived on our 
shelves and are looking very strik-
ing,” said John Hall, who owns the 
specialist shop in the town’s High 
Street. He said Birmingham luxury 
pen makers Yard-O-Led had named 

the new products after the county in 
recognition of its important role in 
the firm’s history.

Yard-O-Led is so named because it 
was awarded the first patent for a me-
chanical pencil capable of holding 12 
three-inch leads.

Said John: “There is a strong con-
nection as many of the firm’s highly 
skilled silversmiths came from Shrop-
shire. In particular a man called Gor-
don Clarke from Albrighton was one 
of their most-valued employees. Not 
only a skilled artisan, Gordon was a 
designer and engineer who could cre-

ate new writing instruments and the 
processes to craft them. 

“He completed 50 years’ service 
with Yard-O-Led, starting as an ap-
prentice in 1943 and then becoming 
a master silversmith. 

“He passed away in 2009 but if any 
of his relatives are still living in the 
county we would welcome them into 
the shop to show them these special 
products. The pen and pencil are clas-
sic Victorian designs inspired by the 
Yard-O-Led archives and we are de-
lighted to be the only stockist in this 
part of the world,” John added.John Hall with the Shropshire pen

Top rating
for special
school after
Ofsted visit
A SPECIAL school in the Black Coun-
try has been rated outstanding by Of-
sted. The Westminster School in Row-
ley Regis was praised across the board 
by inspectors.

It was ranked outstanding overall 
and in each of the five inspection cat-
egories – effectiveness of leadership 
and management; quality of teaching, 
learning and assessment; personal 
development, behaviour and welfare; 
outcomes for pupils; and 16 to 19 
study programmes.

A report said ‘leaders are funda-
mentally committed to improving 
the life chances of pupils with special 
educational needs’ and ‘aspects of the 
school’s work on supported appren-
ticeships are at the forefront of na-
tional developments’.

The school’s innovative work to 
support pupils to gain valuable em-
ployability skills through supported 
internships and apprenticeships was 
recognised as ‘paving the way for 
other providers across the country’.

Inspectors found the school’s effec-
tiveness had improved in recent years 
thanks to ‘the inspirational leader-
ship of the headteacher and the dyna-
mism, enthusiasm and commitment 
of the senior team and governors’.

Meanwhile pupils’ behaviour was 
described as excellent, with the report 
adding: “Pupils embody the school’s 
motto, ‘Safe, Happy and Learning To-
gether.’

Holocaust event
tribute to victims
SANDWELL will remember the mil-
lions of victims of genocide at a spe-
cial Holocaust commemoration event 
in West Bromwich.

The event, to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day 2018, will be held on 
Sunday, January 28 at Highfields Me-
morial Gardens, off High Street.

Arrive from 10.15am for a 10.30am 
start. Everyone is welcome.

Mayor of Sandwell Councillor Ah-
madul Haque MBE said: “I invite 
everyone to join us at what will be 
a solemn observation to respect the 
memory of millions of victims of geno-
cide over the years.”

For more information on Holocaust 
Memorial Day 2018 events nation-
wide, go to www.hmd.org.uk or use 
the #HMD2018 hashtag on Twitter.

New homes call
HOMEBUYERS are urged to register 
their interest to be the first to find 
out about Lovell’s next batch of new 
homes. Due to launch in the summer, 
Lovell is adding further two, three 
and four-bedroom homes to their 

Food firm denies
claims over flour

Channel 4 move
supported by MP

BLACK Country-based suppliers of 
chapatti flour have hit back at claims 
one of its products contains plastic.

Hundreds of people have viewed a 
YouTube video allegedly showing plas-
tic in East End Foods’ chapatti flour.

But the firm, which makes the flour 
at its West Bromwich mill, said the 
flour was made from 100 per cent 
whole wheat, sourced from ‘reputable 
suppliers’. It stated: “The video and 
its content are inaccurate and mis-
leading. The so-called plastic claimed 
in the video is in fact gluten, which is a 
natural protein present in all wheat.”

Chinese link hope
with Albion move

Horror convention
coming to stadium

WEST Bromwich Albion is setting up 
a grassroots community programme 
in China to seek out and train talent-
ed players and coaches.

The project is linked with the Bag-
gies’ owners, a group of Chinese inves-
tors who bought the club from former 
chairman Jeremy Peace 18 months 
ago. The club is advertising for four 
coaches to work in schools and com-
munities in China.The deadline for 
applications is noon on Thursday, 
January 25. The successful candidates 
will spend an initial three months in 
China, starting this March.

A TWO-DAY event for fans of horror 
film and books is being held in Bir-
mingham next month.

Birmingham Horror Con is run-
ning at Warwickshire County Cricket 
Club’s Edgbaston Stadium on Febru-
ary 24 and 25. Five of the original cast 
of Stephen King’s ‘It ‘ are attending 
as well as Ricky Dean Logan who ap-
peared in Nightmare on Elm Street 6.

To book, log onto http://www.hor-
rorconbirmingham.com/tickets

AN MP has backed calls for Channel 
4 to move to Birmingham – declaring 
it the best venue for the broadcaster.

Warley MP John Spellar joins West 
Midlands Mayor Andy Street and 
Peaky Blinders writer Steven Knight 
in urging the Government to move the 
channel to the Second City.

Mr Spellar said:“Birmingham is 
increasingly being recognised as a 
centre for creative industries with a 
young, vibrant and diverse popula-
tion.

“Moving Channel 4 to Birmingham 
makes a lot of sense and will bring ad-
ditional high-skilled jobs to the West 
Midlands.”
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DOORS COMPOSITE DOORS
AVAILABLE

EDWARDIAN
CONSERVATORY
3 MTR x 3 MTR

From £4500

Bi-Fold
Doors

From £999

French
Patio Doors
From £649

Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New Improved
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available.

BLINDS
SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk

NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE

BEST DEAL!
3 child safe

verticals

ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE
MEASURE & FITTING

HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE

RESTRICTIONS

0800 0214266

contact your local advisor
to see our fabric range &

other available deals

CALL
FREE

one per household offer
£98

☎
Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate,
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD

www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk

Halesowen Fireplaces
AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME

For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane)

Telephone 0121 559 9985

nge of Gas and Electric Fires and S r

Complete Fireplace Packages from £499
(((iiinnncccllluuudddiiinnnggg fififirrreee)))

360O

VIRTUAL
TOUR NOW ON

WEBSITE

Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows

Direct manufacturers of quality
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios

Est 1996

ADVANCEWINDOW
systems Ltd

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP

Choice
of any 10
different

style doors
from only

£250

REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH . . .

WHAT
YOU SEE
IS WHAT
YOU PAY
No hidden
charges

5 WINDOWS FOR £775
FULLY GLAZED

2ft x 5ft
£98

3ft x 5ft
£121

4ft x 5ft
£141

4ft x 5ft
£174

3ft x 6ft
£141

SANDWELL Council has wel-
comed the High Court’s deci-
sion to extend a ground-break-
ing injunction banning car 
cruising in the Black Country 
for a further three years.

The order can also apply to nui-
sance related to motorbikes, includ-
ing anti-social off-road bikes on pub-
lic land.

The injunction has had a major impact 
since being introduced in 2015, leading to 
a significant reduction in car cruising in 
many parts of the Black Country.

Some 17 people have been convicted at 
court for breaching the order, either by 
taking part in or organising a car cruise.

Councillor Elaine Costigan, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for public 
health and protection, said: “This is very 
positive news for Sandwell and our Black 
Country neighbours as we continue to 
crack down on car cruising and motor-
bike-related nuisance.

Perpetrators
“We were very happy to support the ap-

plication to extend the order for another 
three years. We look forward to further 
successes as the council works with the 
police and other partners to stop this 
noisy, dangerous and illegal behaviour. 
We are also making full use of the coun-
cil’s CCTV cameras to help police iden-
tify perpetrators, seize vehicles and bring 
those responsible before the courts.”

The four Black Country boroughs, led 
by the City of Wolverhampton Council 
and West Midlands Police, were success-
ful in seeking a continuation of the in-
junction until February1, 2021.

The injunction bans speeding, racing 
and driving in convoy, performing stunts 
and causing an obstruction on a public 
highway.

Incidents should be reported to West 
Midlands Police on 101. In an emergency, 
always dial 999.

Chiefs back extension 
of boy racers crackdown

Jo pulls a few strings for charity cause
BLACK Country blues star 
Joanne Shaw Taylor has donated 
an unusual item to charity.

The Wednesbury-born blues 
musician has donated guitar 
strings from her recent Novem-
ber UK tour, with 90 per cent of 
the profits going to her chosen 
charity Target Ovarian Cancer.

The Guitarwrist is a not-for-
profit organisation that make be-

spoke bracelets, rings, necklaces 
and earrings from artist’s used 
guitar strings and plectrums.

Target Ovarian Cancer is the 
UK’s leading ovarian cancer 
charity, working to improve early 
diagnosis, fund research and pro-
vide support.

Other artists that have do-
nated to the cause include The 
Joy Formidable, Beach Slang, 

Pendulum and many more. 
Around 95 per cent of the com-
ponents from the strings Gui-
tarwrist receive will be used to 
create the jewellery pieces, thus 
reducing the amount of strings 
metal that normally ends up in 
landfill.

All of the jewellery are hand-
made in the UK by Emma Hedley 
Jewellery.

By Simon Stone

Car damaged by board in high winds

Zanna Reid, of Phoenix Street, West Bromwich, surveys the damage on her car after the storms
A GRANDMOTHER’S car was badly damaged after 
a wooden board around a housing development came 
crashing down in strong winds.

Zanna Reid said she feared the outcome could have 
been much worse after the hoarding came down on 
Black Lake, West Bromwich, as she was driving to work.

Mother-of-four Ms Reid said she was stunned as she 
saw the board come down. She swerved to avoid it, which 
in turn forced her to hit a kerb. Ms Reid complained of 
pain in her neck and leg after the incident. She has also 
been told her Nissan car could be a write-off.

The panel was part of fencing surrounding a new 
housing development being built by Birmingham-based 

Woodbourne Group. The 51-year-old, from West Brom-
wich, was driving along the busy road on Thursday as 
the Black Country was battered by strong winds.

Ms Reid said: “I was driving along Black Lake when a 
panel from the building site just hit my car. I got out of 
control and hit the kerb. When I swerved I could have 
hit another car. I was in shock, it just came down and hit 
me. I had neck and leg pain and I have still got a limp.

“It could have been a lot worse.”
Ms Reid, who works on school buses in Wednesbury, 

said her insurance company was looking into whether 
her car could be repaired after it suffered heavy front-
end damage. 

Government
has Carillion
contingency,
says  top  brass 
THE Government has contingency 
plans in case of the collapse of con-
struction and support services giant 
Carillion.

As talks were taking place between 
the troubled Wolverhampton-head-
quartered business and its lenders, 
newly-appointed Parliamentary Sec-
retary at the Cabinet Office, Oliver 
Dowden, told the House of Commons: 
“We, of course, make contingency 
plans for all eventualities.

“Members will know Carillion is 
a major supplier to the Government 
with a number of long-term contracts. 
We are committed to maintaining a 
wealthy supplier market and working 
closely with our key suppliers.”

He was responding to a question 
from shadow Cabinet Office minister 
John Trickett on what measures the 
Government had in place were the 
struggling group to collapse.

Mr Dowden told Parliament that 
Carillion’s operational performance 
for the Government continued to be 
positive and said that the firm had ad-
vanced its work on Crossrail over the 
Christmas period.

He would not be drawn on what 
cost there would be for the taxpayer 
should the company collapse when 
asked by Mr Trickett .

Carillion was presenting banks, 
including Royal Bank of Scotland, 
Barclays, HSBC and Santander, with 
a proposed rescue plan setting out 
how it can secure extra funds to plug 
a funding hole of hundreds of millions 
of pounds.

The group’s share price has col-
lapsed by 90 per cent since it issued 
three profit warnings last year and 
revealed £1.15 billion half year losses.

Memorial event
over Holocaust
VICTIMS of genocide will be remem-
bered at a special Holocaust com-
memoration event.

Holocaust Memorial Day 2018 will 
be marked in West Bromwich at High-
fields Memorial Gardens on January 
28. People can arrive from 10.15am 
before the event starts at 10.30am. 

Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Ah-
madul Haque, said: “I invite everyone 
to join us at what will be a solemn 
observation to respect the memory of 
millions of victims of genocide over 
the years. We need to make sure peo-
ple now and in the future remember 
the Holocaust and more recent atroc-
ities. We will be thinking about those 
who died and also those who live with 
the memories.”

For further information go to hmd.
org.uk

Joanne in action One of the guitar-string bracelets

England stars
back good cause

Hobson’s Choice
actors sought

ENGLAND stars Daniel Sturridge 
and Rio Ferdinand backed a charity 
event in memory of a promising stu-
dent who died in a crash on the M6.

More than £2,000 was raised at an 
event at Villa Park recently for the 
D.E.M.I Trust, set up by family mem-
bers of Demi Nicholson, aged 21, who 
was killed on the M6 near Wednes-
bury last year.

Liverpool and England striker Dan-
iel Sturridge, who is from Birming-
ham, sent a Liverpool shirt, while his 
family members attended. A cham-
pagne three-course meal for two was 
also donated by the restaurant of Rio 
Ferdinand, formerly of Man Utd.

College launches
training scheme

Drag queen TV star
in one-woman show

A NEW management training scheme 
for graduates has been launched by 
City of Wolverhampton College.

The in-house graduate programme 
is aimed at young people who want 
to work in the further education sec-
tor in a management, leadership or 
teaching role. Applications must be 
received by Monday, February 5.

For more information or to apply 
for the graduate scheme go to www.
wolvcoll.ac.uk/graduate-programme/ 
or call 01902 836000.

A DRAG queen is set to bring her 
one-woman show to Birmingham. D.J. 
Pierce, better known by stage name 
Shangela, competed on season two of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race but was sadly the 
first queen to be eliminated.

The star was brought back for sea-
son three to compete alongside the 
likes of Raja, Yara Sophia, Alexis 
Mateo and Manila Luzon. Shangela 
appears at the Glee Club on April 10.

AN amateur dramatic group is on the 
look out for actors for its next produc-
tion. Wombourne Players also needs 
assistance with props for its produc-
tion of the classic comedy Hobson’s 
Choice by Harold Brighouse. The play 
is being staged in Wombourne Com-
munity Centre from May 16 to 19.

Director Richard Corser said: “We 
are short of three male actors for roles 
in the play – a foreman bootmaker 
ideally age range 40 to 60 and two 
younger actors.”

Anyone interested in acting should 
e-mail info@wombourneplayers.org.
uk or they can ‘like’ the Facebook 
page and message the group directly.

COUNTY NEWS4
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OPEN: 8am-7pm 7 DAYS A WEEK
OPEN AS USUAL BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY

DELIVERY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE
(FREE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS)

07506 683326

SUPPLIERS TO CHIP SHOPS
& WHOLESALERS

CASH & CARRY

EmpireHouse,11NewStreet,Smethwick,WarleyB662AJ
Wide selection of Asian Vegetables

COME AND HAVE A LOOK
Stockists of:

CASH & CARRY

J

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU!
Come to Copes for your fresh fruit and veg.

Saving pounds on your waist and pounds in your pocket!

Onions
25kg
£3.99

Cabbage
& Carrots

10kg
£3.99

Onions
10kg
75p

Salaam
Rice
20kg

£19.99
Washed
White

Potatoes
5kg £1.25

Wilja
Potatoes

£3.99

Red
Onions
10kg
£1.99

Reasons to choose Affordable
Free quotation
FENSA registered

Registered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories
101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ

Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk

• Windows • Composite Doors • Conservatories • Porches • Repairs
For your FREE quotation, call us now

07710 434223
We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton,
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury

10 year insurance
backed guarantee
Energy efficient
Trusted service

Great quality. Great service. Great price!

INCLUDING HARDWARE
£749 CALL

NOW!

ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

Turning back the clock on historic motor
LAND Rover is marking its 70th an-
niversary with a series of events and 
celebrations starting with the res-
toration of one of the vehicles that 
started it all.

One of the three pre-production 
Land Rovers shown at the 1948 Am-
sterdam Motor Show launch, which 
had been missing for the last 63 years, 
has recently been found. Experts at 
Jaguar Land Rover Classic Works in 
Coventry will sympathetically restore 
the famous vehicle through this year.

The demonstration vehicle from 
the Amsterdam show was last on the 

road in the 1960s after which it spent 
20 years in a Welsh field before being 
bought as a restoration project, but 
then lay languishing unfinished in a 
garden. 

Following its surprise discovery just 
a few miles outside of Solihull – where 
the car was first built – the experts 
at Jaguar Land Rover Classic spent 
months researching in company ar-
chives to unravel its ownership his-
tory and confirm its provenance.

Jaguar Land Rover Classic direc-
tor Tim Hannig said: “The team will 
follow a dedicated process to restore 

the launch vehicle, which has a lot 
of special features that are unique to 
the 48 pre-production Land Rovers 
that were produced prior to the mass 
production vehicles, such as thicker 
aluminium alloy body panels, a gal-
vanised chassis and a removable rear 
tub. The patina of its components will 
be preserved, including the original 
Light Green paint applied in 1948.

“Previous owners of this historic 
vehicle are being invited to Jaguar 
Land Rover’s Classic Works facility to 
share their experiences and to witness 
its loving restoration.”The Series One Land Rover to be restored

£50m to be
paid out by
taxpayers
for Mayor
TAXPAYERS in the Black Country 
are set to pay nearly £50 million to 
fund the West Midlands super council 
over the next year.

The annual budget for the Tory 
Mayor Andy Street’s office includes 
a contribution of £118.8m from the 
West Midlands – with £49.3m coming 
from the coffers of the cash-strapped 
local authorities of Dudley, Sandwell, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton.

It is set to be agreed on Friday along 
with Mr Street’s £12-a-year bump to 
council tax bills, which a Labour MP 
has criticised for ‘piling on the pain 
for hard-pressed Midlands families’.

The seven members of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA) pay to fund Mr Street’s of-
fice. The £118.8m figure represents a 
drop of £4.5m on last year. Sandwell’s 
contribution will be £13.5m, Dudley 
£13.3m, Walsall £11.7m, and Wolver-
hampton £10.8m.

WMCA bosses say the proposed 
budget would ensure the £36.5m 
being given to the region by the 
Government this year is spent on in-
frastructure projects such as the Mid-
land Metro and Sprint.

Councillor Izzi Seccombe, WMCA 
lead member for finance and invest-
ment, said: “The WMCA has achieved 
a lot in a very short space of time. It 
requires funding to keep that work 
going and this figure represents su-
perb value for money.”

Wife of Albion
star loses tickets
THE wife of West Bromwich Albion 
star James McClean revealed she lost 
all her tickets from games she has 
watched during a raid on the couple’s 
home while he was playing.

McClean’s house was targeted as 
the Baggies played West Ham on Jan-
uary 2, during which he scored to put 
the Baggies ahead.

A £26,000 watch and a TV were 
among possessions stolen and the 
star said the thieves had ‘wrecked the 
place’.

Wife Erin took to Twitter to hit out 
at the burglars and said her match 
tickets had been taken.

She said: “People that broke in have 
taken all of game tickets. Every game 
I’ve ever been to I’ve kept the ticket. 
Sickos.”

Library jobs fair
A JOB fair will see employers on the 
lookout for new recruits. Employers 
will be looking to recruit at Wednes-
bury Library, in Walsall Street, 
Wednesbury on January 25. The 
event will run from 10am to 1pm.

Horror group in 
movie marathon

Development to
see more homes

BIRMINGHAM Horror Group are set 
to host their second annual mini-mov-
ie marathon event for charity.

The event, in aid of Diabetes UK, is 
being held at the Victoria pub on John 
Bright Street, on January 28, and has 
already attracted spine-chilling sub-
missions from film-makers in India, 
Brazil, Australia and Russia – as well 
as the Midlands.

Organiser Steve Green said: “The 
horror genre embraces everything 
from psychological thrillers and bi-
zarre monsters to supernatural terror 
and twisted comedy.”

Libraries in search
for new volunteers

Craig David signing 
on at city’s HMV

LIBRARIES in Sandwell are on the 
lookout for new volunteers. Council 
chiefs said they are looking for peo-
ple who want to ‘discover new ways 
of putting something back into their 
community’.

Councillor Syeda Khatun, Sandwell 
Council’s deputy leader, said: “I know 
that with people having such busy 
lives it can be hard to find the time to 
volunteer but there are many benefits 
to it.”

Anyone who wants to learn more 
about volunteering can call 0121 569 
4911 or ask staff at their local library.

SINGER, songwriter and DJ Craig 
David will attend a signing at Bir-
mingham’s HMV store.

The Southampton star, aged 36, is 
best known for songs such as Walking 
Away and Seven Days. Craig will sign-
ing at the city centre music store in 
celebration of the release of his new 
album The Time Is Now. The event 
takes place on January 31 at 5.30pm. 
To attend, fans must pre-order a copy 
of the new album in store.

HOUSEBUILDER Lovell is adding 
further two, three and four-bedroom 
homes to its West Bromwich develop-
ment on Dial Lane, with interested 
buyers being encouraged to see if it 
could be right for them.

Sales manager Michelle Barnsley 
said: “Harvills Grange is a great de-
velopment in a wonderful location, 
with the homes making perfect invest-
ments for those looking to step on to 
the property ladder.

“I would encourage potential buy-
ers to register their interest now to be 
the first to find out about the latest 
launch of homes at this wonderful 
site.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

ARTIST’S impressions have been unveiled 
for a new memorial in Birmingham to hon-
our victims of the Tunisia terror attacks.

The £750,000 project, planned for Can-
non Hill Park, will honour victims of the 
attacks in Sousse and Bardo including bud-
ding football referee Joel Richards, aged 19, 
from Wednesbury, his uncle Adrian Evans 
and grandfather Pat Evans.

The three, who were all Saddlers fans, 
were murdered by gunman Seifeddine 
Rezgui as they holidayed in Sousse. Joel’s 
younger brother Owen survived the attack 
in 2015. The spot for the new memorial has 
been chosen as the most appropriate for all 
the victims’ families. The centrepiece of the 

new memorial is a sculpture titled ‘Infinite 
Wave’ which is said to recreate a “single 
wave formed from 31 individual streams”, 
each one representing the British nationals 
who lost their lives.

The firm has said the purpose of the 
memorial was to offer “a place of remem-
brance, commemoration and reflection for 
all those affected” by the attack. 

In March 2015 three militants attacked 
the Bardo National Museum, in the Tuni-
sian capital Tunis, and killed 22 people in-
cluding West Midlands solicitor Sally Adey. 

Three months later, a lone gunman killed 
38 holidaymakers – 30 of who were British 
– at El Kantaoui resort, outside Sousse.

How the memorial could look in Cannon Hill Park if work is given the go-ahead

Terror attacks memorial plan

Fury over railway sleeper 
depot plan linked to HS2
MORE than 1,000 people have objected to plans 
for a railway sleeper factory next to the M6 – which 
has been earmarked for the Black Country be-
cause of HS2. 

There were angry scenes as dozens of residents packed 
into a consultation event held by Network Rail as they un-
veiled early designs for the compound which they want to 
construct at the Bescot railway sidings, in Friar Park. 

Concerns were expressed 
about the potential environ-
mental impact on people’s 
health, noise and traffic the fa-
cility could generate. 

It would produce 600,000 
concrete sleepers a year with 
the first rolling off the line as 
early as August 2019. RAIL.
ONE, who will operate the site, 
stated the factory would replace 
the one in Washwood Heath, 
Birmingham, which is to be de-
molished to make way for the 
controversial HS2 line. 

Residents raised several con-
cerns over the scheme itself and 
also criticised Network Rail for 
a lack of transparency claiming 
many of them had only heard 
about the meeting via word of 
mouth. 

Sandwell Councillor Simon 
Hackett, who represents Friar 
Park, stood on a chair to rally 
the vocal gathering at the Mil-
lennium Centre last Wednes-
day. He told Network Rail 
officers: “Go back to your bosses 
and tell them we don’t want 
this, go somewhere else it is not 
wanted around here.”

He later said: “Network Rail 
were not prepared for this to-
night. They have set up a few 
tables in a community centre 
and thought only a few people 
would come. 

“But hundreds of people have 
turned up. They need to go 

away and think again and not 
even bother putting a planning 
application in. There are hun-
dreds and hundreds of people 
against this. It is bad for health, 
bad for noise and for traffic.”

He also said West Bromwich 
East MP Tom Watson had de-
clared his support for residents. 

Hundreds of people have 
backed a paper petition against 
the factory, and more than 700 
had endorsed a separate cam-
paign online. 

Sarah Tranter, who set up 
the latter petition, said: “We 
don’t want this on our door-
step, it’s absolutely huge. Leave 
us alone we have had enough.”

But RAIL.ONE moved to 
quell people’s fears although 
they were unable to provide any 
details about how many extra 
vehicles there would be a day. 
A spokesman at the exhibition 
said: “The whole idea of this 
was to give people information 
to form a judgement on what 
is being proposed. There have 
been concerns about dust, but 
the impact on the environment 
will be very, very negligible and 
it is not a noisy process.

“It is too early to tell how 
many HGV vehicle movements 
there will be, that will come 
forward with the planning ap-
plication.”

By Carl Jackson
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Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186
Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk

Official stockists of

Be Inspired ...
NOW STOCKING

A WIDE SELECTION OF

BEAUTIFUL MIRRORS
TO COMPLIMENT YOUR FIRE

JANUARY SALE NOW ON

• Old Buildings Removed
• Asbestos Disposal

• Base Laying Service
• Free Quotations

• Made to Measure
• Lined and Insulated Options

• Quality at Competitive Prices
• Huge Range

S H E D S • G A R A G E S • G A R D E N R O O M S • L O G C A B I N S

The Dalbury
Garden Room

Free Laminate Flooring
& External Paint

Prices start from

£2495 from £274 from £599 from £1657
A huge range in stock A huge range in stock A huge range in stock

BETTA BUILDINGS

INMY VIEW
with Mark Andrews

Can I help
you? Yes
I’m being
robbed . . .
FOR those of you who thought the thin
blue line had been getting a little too thin
for comfort lately, here’s something to
gladden the heart.

Police in Lancashire say that by the
end of the year people could soon have
their own virtual bobby in the home.

The gadgets will not only make regu-
lar announcements about crime-fighting
operations – which I am sure will never
become irritating – they will also allow
people to report crimes via voice-acti-
vated technology. Which means they can
employ fewer call-handlers. Yippee.

Have the brains behind this ever used
a voice-activated service? My credit card
provider has just switched to one for bill
payments, and let’s say the results have
been mixed. A call that previously took a
couple of minutes “press two to pay your
bill, enter your debit card number” ended
up taking a quarter of an hour and four
separate calls, probably in part because I
don’t speak hologram fluently.

Can you imagine how this might work
in an emergency?

“Help, I’m being robbed!”
“Hello Rob, how may I help you?”
“A robber has a knife to my throat!”
“Yes, Rob, your wife is allowed to vote.

Say ‘yes’ if you would like another ser-
vice, if not, say ‘I am done’.”

At this rate, we’re all well and truly
done.

r r r
ALSO facing a shortage of personnel is

the British Army, which has also reverted
to, shall we say, unconventional means,
to fill the gap.

It’s strange, because it only seems like
a couple of years ago that the Army was
making thousands of experienced, bat-
tle-hardened soldiers redundant, closing
down the Staffordshire Regiment.

Anyway, the corporate whizzkids have
decided that the old “Be the Best” re-
cruitment slogan was outdated and elit-
ist. Can’t discriminate against people
who don’t want to be the best, can we?

As a replacement, the Army has come
up with some soppy online videos that
look a bit like the opening credits for the
Generation Game during Brucie’s second
stint, circa 1990. They encourage would-
be recruits to talk about their feelings,
and say it’s all right to cry if you’re upset.

Brilliant. So next time the Argentinians,
Putin, Isis, or whoever our enemies are
these days decide they want another war,
and deploy a load of hard nuts to blow
our heads off, we retaliate with a group of
people in touch with their emotional side.

They’ll probably use It Ain’t Half Hot
Mum as a training video.

Drivers in a hole as
planning falls short

TALKING POINT

Weathering
storm of
American
influence
POLITICIANS love to tell us that Britain
has a special relationship with the United
States – and it seems that includes the
weather.

Avid watchers of weather forecasts will
be well aware that storms these days are
given human names, apparently to raise
awareness so that people can take ur-
gent action and batten down the hatches
as severe winds and rain approach.

The Met Office, in conjunction with Ire-
land’s Met Éireann, announced the storm
names for the 2017-18 season in Sep-
tember, and already we’ve had Aileen,
Brian, Caroline, Dylan and Eleanor.

In anticipation of a particularly bad sea-
son, a number of names have been cho-
sen in alphabetical order. So far, so good,
but a graphic on the Met Office website
illustrates some glaring omissions in the
naming process – which is where the
American influence comes in.

Instead of using all 26 letters of the al-
phabet, Q, U, X, Y and Z have not been
allocated a name. At first glance, it’s easy
to assume the Met Office had difficulty in
choosing names for those five letters.

However, the actual reason they are
not included is – and I quote the Met Of-
fice’s small print – ‘this ensures we are in
line with the US National Hurricane Cen-
tre naming convention and will maintain
consistency for official storm naming in
the North Atlantic’.

So there we are. Our storm-nam-
ing system is at the mercy of American
weather experts.

Maybe a campaign could be started
to have those five lonely letters included
after all. In true British spirit, the Talking
Point team set about thinking up how to
fill the gaps.

We came up with Quentin, Una, Xavier,
Yul and Zach, and we’d like to think they
are more sensible than some of the sug-
gestions submitted to the Met Office.

How seriously could you take the news
that Storm Gnasher was on the way? Or
how about Baldrick, NastyBoy, Skylab,
Stomp, Swoosh or Twizzle? Not surpris-
ingly, the names of retailers such as B&Q
and Asda were also excluded.

Looking back, the 2016-17 season saw
five storms named, from Angus to Ewan.
In the previous season, 11 were named,
from Abigail to Katie.

Obviously, no-one can tell how many
names will be needed this season – as
few as possible, if we are lucky.

So despite the Americans taking over
in this instance, perhaps we should be
hoping that we don’t get as far as those
missing letters.

STEVE PARLETT

I CANNOT recall such a vicious crop
of tyre-bursting, wheel-bending, suspen-
sion-cracking potholes on our roads as we have
now. It must have something to do with hard
frosts followed by heavy rain, plus the fact that
no-one in authority ever seems to expect such
weather in a British winter, let alone plan for it.

OUR changing language. Yes, I know it’s
a real word but I’d never heard it before. The
God-botherer on Thought for the Day (Radio
4) referred to the faith of those who believe the
end of the world is nigh. It is called Apocalypti-
cism. Now, there’s a real denture tester.

A READER who believes Brexit will never
happen writes: “Brexit is merely a bar-room
drunk’s xenophobic fantasy . . . Remainers will
prevail because we have common sense, truth,
peace, patriotism and the social good as our
arguments.” And humility. Don’t forget the hu-
mility.

THE anti-Brexit movement, led by Lord
Adonis, Gina Miller, Tony Blair and the others, is
based on the unspoken, but heavily implied, be-
lief that these people are much cleverer than the
rest of us. I cannot speak for them all but I have
interviewed Tony Blair several times. Although a
number of words sprang to mind, “clever” was
never one of them.

BY the end of this year, smacking children will
probably be illegal in Wales and Scotland. This
offers some interesting business opportunities
on England’s western and nothern borders. I

foresee a string of cosy little franchises (Slip-
pers-R-Us?) where Scots and Welsh parents
can bring their errant offspring for a taste of tra-
ditional discipline and regale them with stories
of how “we all got it in the old days and it never
did me any harm.”

MORE to the point, when slapping is banned
across the UK, as it surely will be, what happens
next? The approved alternatives to smacking,
as preached by the great and good, are con-
fining a child to its bedroom or confiscating its
favourite toy. Or to put it another way, impris-
onment without trial, and theft. One for the hu-
man-rights lawyers.

AFTER my recent item on prostate examina-
tions, a reader tells me of a GP who uses two
fingers, in case he needs a second opinion.

A COMEDIAN in the 1980s announced de-
tails of Margaret Thatcher’s latest cabinet re-
shuffle. Apparently, Thatcher had moved the
blue Wedgwood pot behind the little china dog.
The recent reshuffle by Theresa May was just as
underwhelming and didn’t even have a punch-
line. But it did make the point, as May sacked
middle-aged ministers for being “male, pale and
stale,” as the BBC put it, that it is perfectly pos-

sible in these enlightened times to be sacked for
being the wrong gender, colour or age.

SOME of the victims of the black-cab rapist
John Worboys are demanding that when he is
freed from prison he should be excluded from
London. And if the worst happened and Wor-
boys struck again in the provinces, who would
explain to the victims in Wales, Whitby or Wol-
verhampton that a rapist was unleashed in their
midst to make London safer?

WHY was the normally cool Labour
front-bencher Keir Starmer so agitated and
anxious in his interview following the announce-
ment that Worboys was due for release? Starm-
er’s only involvement with the case is that at the
time, nine years ago, he was Director of Public
Prosecutions when it was decided to charge
Worboys with only a dozen offences. His law-
yers probably took the view that adding many
more similar cases to the charge sheet would
not result in a longer prison sentence. So it
was a pragmatic, logical decision. The snag
for Starmer is that in the intervening nine years
sex offences against women have become
centre-stage. Logic is not what it was. We now
have a febrile culture in which a single ill-judged
email or a wandering male hand 10 years ago is
enough to end a political career. Starmer knows
that he will survive the current scandal, so long
as nothing more happens. But what if Worboys
is released and offends again? In the present
climate, illogical and unfair though it may seem,
Keir Starmer could find his head on the block.
No wonder he looked worried.

Theresa May – the recent reshuffle was
underwhelming but made a point

Tony Blair – a number of words sprang to
mind, ‘clever’ was never one of them

Keir Starmer – looking anxious following
announcement of rapist release?

Gear up and sort out these tyre-bursting roads

THE BEST OF
PETER RHODES
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Cloudy2Clear
GUARANTEE All
Customers That An
Average Quote Will
Take No Longer Than
20 MINS!!!

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

advertorial

Cloudy2Clear Windows...
Service With A Smile!

Established for over a decade
Cloudy2Clear windows have
become a leading company
for glass replacement. Issues
with double glazing can
often be gradual and may
only be noticed during a
clear sunny day or during
the winter. A failed glass unit
may no longer provide you
with the protection you need
or be energy efficient. Why
not spend a few minutes
checking your home to see if
you have any failed double
glazing? If you act now you
can avoid these problems.
Now, you may think you

need to replace the whole

window including the frames
and all the hardware, however
Cloudy2Clear have come up
with a simple and cost saving
solution… Just replace the
glass!!
If you see condensation

in your windows just visit
our website or give us a
call on 0800 61 21 118. We
will send out our highly
experienced engineers for a
free no obligation quote. A
Cloudy2Clear quote takes
on average no longer than
20minutes. Once the quote is
completed, wewill sit downwith
you and explain the problem
and tell you howwe can fix

it. With years of experience
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of
knowledge and are recognised
as aWhich Trusted Trader,
plus our work is backed by
an industry leading 25 year
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also
replace faulty locks handles
and hinges on all windows and
doors.
Your friendly local

Cloudy2Clear specialist
is James Stanley and
he services Walsall and
surrounding areas.
So, if your windows are

steamed up, broken or damaged
give James a call for a free
quotation on 0800 61 21 118.

DISCO
TH

WIN
• Windows
• Composite Doors
• Porches
• Patio Doors
• Conservatories
• Window & Door

Repairs
• Fascias /

Guttering
• Building Work
• Misted-up Units

UGHUGE

Established over 20 years

Window Warehous
(Sandwell) Ltd

FOR FITTING IN JANUARY

97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP www.window-warehouse.com
email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-1pm

ALL INSTALLATIONS PROJECT MANAGED FROM START TO F
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Wonderful Windows

Desirable Doors

Classy Conserrervatories

Tel: 0121 544 2222
97 P k L L l Oldb

interia
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY,
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH

Call now for your FREE SURVEY

0121 505 1132
www.interiadesigns.co.uk

REPLACEMENT
KITCHEN DOORS

FROM £10.00*

LESS ABLED
BATH TO SHOWER

CONVERSIONS

LARGE SELECTION
OF COMFORT
HEIGHT WC’S

FREE
TILES
ON ALL FULLY

INSTALLED
KITCHENS &

BATHROOMS*

5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT,
INK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE

SEAT, TOILET UNIT

£199.00

FULL BATHROOM SU
BASIN, BATH,

TOILET & SOFT
CLOSE SEAT

£199.00

UITE

0

E

0

5
I
5
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KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS

HURRY! FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS STILL AVAILABLE

WELL, when the snow came 
it certainly hit the Owen 
Street area in Tipton, with 
no car parks accessible, and 
no attempt made at a later 
date to clear. 

Footpaths were treacher-
ous, no bins were emptied. 

All other road users made 
an attempt to carry on but 
Serco were parked up!

I could go on and will, as 
Great Bridge pavements 
were cleared the same day 
(Monday).

However, the bane of 
my main complaint is 
Syeda Khatun, the neigh-
bourhoods chief, who con-
gratulated herself on the 
distribution of 800 winter 
warmth packs – where to 
Oldbury and Smethwick? 

Don’t think so, no change 
there then.

Are we too affluent in Tip-
ton, Councillor? 

Who organises these gifts 
and why? 

Answer please!
MALCOLM SAXON
Tipton

I WRITE in response to Mrs J Richardson’s comments 
about the jobs of the posties and them looking happy in 
your photo of the sorting office, where it is warm and dry, a 
bit different from the cold and wet, I wasn’t saying they’re 
not happy in their jobs just it’s not so easy as you think.

There are many hard jobs be it in a factory or in the 
construction industry, many have to travel long distances 
then do a full day’s work and do the return journey in the 
evening. But credit has to be given to everyone giving a 
public service. Mrs J Richardson commented on delivering 
her Christmas cards by hand to save the posties extra work 
or maybe it was to save the price of the postal charge.

MRS J DAVIES
West Bromwich

REGARDING the opinion poll/peti-
tions about the ‘offensive’ Bell End, 
Rowley Regis.

If Sandwell Council does consider 
a name change I can think of a much 
better use with its money.

There’s a Greenwood Avenue in 
Langley, which causes mix-ups galore, 
post, parcels, council people, local res-
idents, upset children crying they are 
lost.

Also, I live is a cul-de-sac, called 
Greenwood Avenue, situated off the 
main road of Greenwood Avenue, in 
Rowley Regis. 

In turn, this is situated off Mincing 
Lane/Bell End which itself is deadly 
dangerous, with bends, a road junction, 
and despite being a bus route, requests 
for a zebra crossing/refuge traffic lights 
are turned down.

Cul-de-sacs are usually called ‘Ter-
race’ or ‘Close’ to distinguish them 
from the adjoining same name road.

Sandwell Council said road name 
changes would be costly. 

For us here we have seen a funeral 
cortege stop outside the house of a 
neighbour we’d not seen about for a 
day. 

Worried, I rang the undertakers in 
Blackheath, and they told me: “We’ve 
wrongly sent the cars to Greenwood 
Avenue cul-de-sac when they should 
be at Greenwood Avenue towards Bell 
End”. 

The mourners might have had a long 
wait.

Following this, last weekend I had to 
phone a taxi firm back – their driver 
(and many of their drivers) couldn’t 
find our address.

JACKIE ADAMS
Rowley Regis

Time to ring the changes for our road

Credit due for those
doing public service

It was snow
fun after
last deluge

I WAS very interested to 
read Lynne Conroy’s poem 
on cancer screening, and I 
too have put pen to paper:

On reading my Chronicle, 
I was please to see,

Lynne Conroy’s poem re-
garding colonoscopy.

What a great idea to make 
people aware,

By writing her experience 
for all to share.

My cousin has recently 
had the same test,

And the treatment she re-
ceived was of the best.

Under the watchful eye of 
Mr Mohammed and team,

She came out of theatre 
like a cat got the cream.

She too is clear, just a di-
verticular slight,

No cancer, no polyps, 
everything else all right.

Tea and toast was a spe-
cial treat,

As she rested a while, be-
fore getting on her feet.

All is well now, no more 
worry,

So readers, any concern, 
get the test done and hurry.

MRS M BURROWS
West Bromwich

Rhyming
times on
screening

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
POST

Sandwell Chronicle,
Chronicle Editorial,
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

EMAIL
sandwell.chronicle@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters.

Code of Practice: 
Our policy is to correct er-
rors as soon as we can. 
The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can 
be seen at www.ipso.
co.uk. If you are unhap-
py with the accuracy of a 

story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES
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YOU CAN HAVE YOUR DREAM COME TRUE

WAKE UP TO NEW WINDOWS IN 2018

UNTIL 31st JANUARY 2018

GET GREY WINDOWS FOR
THE PRICE OF WHITE

* Some
Exclusions
Apply

JANUARY SALE

www.westmidlandsglazing.com Friendly, personal touch and jobs completed to high standards

77 OVEREND STREET, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY 0800 080 7076/ 0121 532 0784

BESPOKE REQUIREMENTS NO PROBLEM
10 YEAR

Guarantee

WINDOWS | DOORS
CONSERVATORIES | PORCHES

GUARDIAN ROOF
FANTASTIC RANGE &

STYLES FOR ALL BUDGETS

Pay cut for hospital bank 
staff in trust savings bid
TEMPORARY workers at a hospital have received a 
pay cut as part of a health trust’s plan to make savings.

Bank staff at Sandwell and City Hospitals have seen their pay 
packets hit by up to 20 per cent. The Sandwell trust that runs 
the two hospitals have informed those affected of the new pay 
rates, while bosses have also proposed other radical changes in-
cluding not replacing ‘non-critical vacancies’.

The changes have prompted 
criticism from one member of staff 
who fears fewer workers will take 
up overtime, potentially resulting 
in cancelled operations.

Trust chiefs admitted the pay 
cut would not be ‘welcome news’.

Bank nurses will earn from 
£8.75 an hour at levels two and 
three to £19 at level seven.

A letter to workers staff from 
Raffaela Goodby, executive direc-
tor of people and organisation de-
velopment, says: “Given that the 
trust’s pay costs equate to approx-
imately 67 per cent of our total in-
come, I hope you will understand 
the necessity for us to review each 
and every pay cost that we have.

“Our approach has been first 
and foremost to consider and im-
plement the options that will re-
duce our costs without impacting 
adversely upon job security.”

It continued: “We have taken 
the opportunity to standardise 
the number of levels, ensuring 
the rates remain competitive and 
responsive to market forces. We 
also remain committed to paying 
no less that the Living Wage foun-
dation hourly rate, which is in line 
with our commitment to support 
low-paid workers.”

Health bosses have previously 

MEMBERS of a visually impaired group 
have been in the swim, with weekly ses-
sions at West Bromwich Leisure Centre.

Sandwell Visually Impaired ended the 
year on a high as they discussed their 
achievements in positive group forum 
held at the centre.

The group is managed and run by vis-
ually impaired people and offers support 
for more than 500 members, who have 
been attending the Moor Street venue 
for swimming sessions, enabling them 
to participate in the sport in a safe and 
supportive environment.

The partnership was originally set up 
by Chris Shipway, health and wellbeing 
manager at the leisure centre. 

Achievement
He said: “The reason behind setting 

the sessions up was to give local visually 
impaired people the confidence, skills 
and abilities to continue to be active in 
a local setting. The partnership between 
the centre and the group has certainly 
been an achievement for everyone in-
volved including the staff, participants 
and the buddies.”

The aim of the swimming sessions is to 
keep the visually impaired group mem-
bers socialising and to keep them active, 
both mentally and physically.

One participant said: “It is easy to stay 
in the house when you are visually im-
paired but it is so beneficial when you get 
out and communicate with others.”

The session not only increased in par-
ticipants over the weeks, including the 

Sandwell Visual Impaired group members in the pool at West Bromwich Leisure Centre

Sights are set on making a big splash

Manager to
take on city
marathon
A HOSPITAL’S general manager is 
taking on a marathon challenge to 
support a hospice.

Gloria Kerrigan from West Mid-
lands Hospital in Halesowen will clock 
up the miles at the London Marathon 
in April to raise cash for St Richard’s 
Hospice.

Her daughter Laura was cared for 
at the hospice before she sadly lost her 
brave battle with cancer in December 
2016.

Now the 53-year-old is training 
hard in the run-up to the high profile 
event in the capital which attracts 
runners from across the globe.

It will be the first full marathon 
that Gloria has taken part in.

She said: “It is the first time I have 
entered a marathon but I’m looking 
forward to the challenge.

“I’ve been training for a while now 
and I’m determined to complete the 
marathon and raise lots of money for 
such a wonderful hospice.

“I’m very grateful for the care and 
support the hospice provided for my 
daughter and our friends and family.

“I wanted to do something to help 
them as they rely on donations to 
keep them sustainable.”

Gloria is now in her fourteenth year 
working at the private hospital which 
is part of the Ramsay Health Care 
group.

Hospice care clinic
starts up at centre
A NEW clinic for hospice care has 
been opened at a medical centre in 
Smethwick. Birmingham St Mary’s 
Hospice has launched a new satellite 
clinic to ensure more people living in 
Sandwell have access to crucial hos-
pice care. The clinic at Cape Hill Med-
ical Centre will be open every Friday, 
from 9.30am to 1.30pm. 

raised concerns about the trust’s 
ability to hold on to nurses and 
other staff, with vacancy rates hav-
ing been high over recent years.

A worker based in Sandwell’s 
operating theatres, who asked to 
remain anonymous, hit out at the 
cost-cutting move.

The worker said: “This is as 
we enter the busiest time of the 
year when hospitals are under the 
greatest pressure.

“I work in the operating the-
atres where we are chronically 
understaffed due to staff leaving, 
failure of management to recruit 
replacements and refusal to pay 
for agency staff. 

“Add to this high sickness levels 
and the result is barely safe work-
ing conditions.”

Ms Goodby added: “Trust bank 
employees are an important and 
valued part of our workforce. We 
offer competitive rates of pay to 
staff working on the trust bank, 
and have decided to bring this 
more in line with other similar 
organisations in the area but have 
ensured these remain competitive. 
We also remain committed to pay-
ing at least the Living Wage foun-
dation hourly rate.”

By Richard Guttridge

amount of ‘buddies’ assisting the partic-
ipants in the water, their confidence also 
grew. In fact, the session has managed 
to retain many of its participants even 
during the winter months.

The group is now back in the water for 
the new year, with sessions switching 

from the teaching pool to the main one, 
a huge achievement for the once-uncon-
fident swimmers, one of whom hadn’t 
stepped in a pool in more than 20 years. 

More details about the facilities at 
www.westbromwichlc.co.uk or www.
sandwellvisuallyimpaired.org.uk
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MODEL TRAINS & SCALEXTRIC

MODEL TRAINS
HORNBY, BACHMANN,
GRAHAM FARISH &
DAPOL LOCOS
Just a few examples of Super
TRAIN LOCO OFFERS. Find more on our
website. “A. Oakes World of Trains”
Hornby King George
CV R3330
Usually £181.99
Sale Price £145.99

MORE MODEL
RAIL OFFERS
VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.AOAKES.CO.UK
Hornby R3336 Special Edition
Flying Scotsman
Usually £174.99
Sale Price £139.99

OUT NOW 2018 HORNBY &
SCALEXTRIC CATALOGUES

FOOTWEAR

LADIES BLACK SLIP-ON SHOES
Size 3 to 8
Special Purchase £7.99

KIDS TRACTOR BACK PACKS
Usually £7.99
Sale Price £4.99

MENSWEAR

Moleskin Trousers 44 and 46 Waist only
Usually £28.99.
Sale Price £14.50

KNITTED JUMPERS 2XL to 6XL
Usually £21.99.
Sale Price £16.99

Check Warm Lined Long Sleeve SHIRTS
Usually £31.99.
Sale Price £16.00

DENIM JEANS 52 to 56 Waist
£16.99
Sale Price £8.50.

Bar Harbour Brand Long sleeve
SHIRTS XL TO 5XL.
Usually £31.99.
Sale Price £16

CONTINENTAL QUILT SETS

ALL COME WITH PILLOWCASES
SINGLE BED SIZE
£15.99 SALE PRICE £10.99
DOUBLE BED SIZE
£19.99 SALE PRICE £14.99
KING SIZE
£25.99 SALE PRICE £19.99

LADIES NIGHTWEAR
LADIES WARM WINCY FABRIC PYJAMAS
(Robin Design) Sizes 8 to 20
Normally £11.99
Sale Price £9.99.

FLEECE BED JACKETS
usually £12.50
Sale Price £9.99

BRAS, Padded style in White 32A to 40C
Normally £7.99.
Sale Price £7.49

MODEL TRAINS & SCALEXTRIC

SEE OUR MODEL TRAIN WORKING LAYOUTS THIS SATURDAY

ANALOGUE & DIGITAL
This is the Saturday in theyear when we have ourSpecial X Day Offer
This means that any itemmarked with a large X ticket isHalf the Sale Price
We have great fun! You havesuper Offers all day Saturday!

174-180 Vicarage Road, Oldbury,
West Midlands B68 8JB
Store Hours
Monday to Saturday 9.00 am-5.30 pm
Wednesday 9.00 am-12.30 pm Customer car park

0121 552 1684
113 years
trading

FFrrroomm 99aamm ttoo 55..3300ppmm

LOOK FOR
SPECIAL

BLUE
X TICKETS

THIS SATURDAY

This
Sat £72.79

This
Sat £69.99

This
Sat £8.00

This
Sat £8.00

This
Sat £4.25

This
Sat £4.99

This
Sat £4.99

This
Sat £3.75

This
Sat £3.99

This
Sat £2.49

This
Sat £7.25

This
Sat £8.50

This
Sat £7.50
This
Sat £8.00
This
Sat £9.99

WinterWinter

FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS

Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give RYDALE a ring...

Windows, Doors, Conservatories,
Orangeries, Porches, Fascias
and Soffit Boards

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS

eplace the existing roof on
our conservatory and create a

comfortable environment and a
room you can use all year round

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we
have been in business for more than 30 years.

No deposits or stage payments,
you only pay when the installation
has been completed

Visit one of the largest
conservatory and window
shrowrooms in the UK

Supplied & Fitted...
across the Midlands

Repair Service
Available

Re
yo

has been c

WINTER
SALE

Our
33rd
2018

Order a conservatory or full
house of windows and
you will get a full cleaning
service on your guttering or
windows or conservatory or
drive totally FREE.

Rydale take securityvery seriously Guaranteedhigh securityon ALL productsFull details onrequest

ULTIMATE SECURITY GUARANTEE

Cleaning Services now
available to restore all
your uPVC products.
Guttering and Driveways
cleaning available.

Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed

Fight on for
city centre
park size of
20 pitches

Organiser James Tucker 
has highlighted cities in-
cluding London, Berlin, 
New York and Washington 
which are ‘known and cel-
ebrated for having large 
parks at their centres’.

And the petition urges 
council chiefs to create a 
new ‘green hub that con-
nects different parts of the 
city, making a legacy for 
generations to come’. A total 
of 5,059 have signed the pe-
tition.

In his vision for the park, 
Mr Tucker says: “Birming-
ham does not have a large 
park in its city centre – a 
glaring omission for the 
UK’s second city. 

“With the wholesale mar-
kets in Digbeth set to move, 
a large space of 14 hectares 
(about the size of 20 football 
pitches) will be created. 

“This site, called Birming-
ham Smithfield, which is 
less than five minutes’ walk 
from New Street station and 
The Bullring, is an ideal lo-
cation for a green park that 
could truly transform our 
city’s landscape. Unfortu-
nately the council had other 
ideas and wanted to build 
on it. 

“In March 2016, the coun-
cil then released the Smith-
field Masterplan and a new 
consultation, which this 
time included a proposal for 
a new park on one part of 
the site. However the space 
allocated is simply too small, 
being smaller than the Ca-
thedral Green. Therefore 
the CityPark4Brum cam-
paign is continuing and is 
now into its third year.”

A PETITION has been launched to create a 
large park in Birmingham city centre – with 
more than 5,000 people already backing the 
proposal.

Land close to The Bullring shopping centre has 
been earmarked for the new park in the petition in 
the CityPark4Brum campaign.

From left, Nicolas Guerin, Linkcity, Paul Hampton, Rock-
spring, Councillor Griffiths and Bruno Moyne, Bouygues UK 

THE first new development in the Smithfield district of 
Birmingham has been topped out. City Council cabinet 
member for housing and homes Councillor Peter Griffiths 
laid the final piece of roof felt at The Forum, the 333-apart-
ment building on Pershore Street.

The £50 million scheme is being developed by Rockspring 
Property Investment Managers with Bouygues UK the 
main contractor and Linkcity the development manager.

The Forum is on the site of the former Silver Blades ice 
rink, next to the wholesale markets site and within the 
14-hectare Birmingham Smithfield perimeter. 

Facilities will include a residents’ only gym, communal 
lounge, a landscaped courtyard and rooftop amenity space. 
The first residents will be welcomed from the summer. 

Councillor Griffiths said: “Developments such as this 
one will help ease the housing crisis. It’s great to see the 
progress.”

Topping out at
city development

By David Cosgrove
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SEASONALSAVINGS

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ

Telephone: 01384 442 490
www.carerawindows.co.uk

DOORS . PORCHES . ORANGERIES . CONSERVATORIES

Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches.
Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it
opened in 1989. Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our
visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes Visit our large beautiful showroom with

all products on display for a warm welcome

Top Quality A Rated

Products At Great Prices

Yale Locking Systems

Swish Window & Door Systems

Payment On Completion

Full 10 Year Guarantee

No Deposit Required

CALL US
NOW

Proud to have worked with

S

WINDOWS . D

If your getting3 quotes makesure Carera isone of them!!!!Call us TODAY01384 442490

City road where six people
died set for safety measures
SAFETY measures could be brought in on a road where six 
people were killed in a horror crash.

Council leaders in Birmingham have pledged to take action to en-
sure drivers slow down on Lee Bank Middleway following the horrif-
ic smash which took place days before Christmas. Preet Gill, who as 
well as being a Sandwell councillor is also MP for Erdington where 
the crash happened, insisted ‘lessons must be learned’ following the 

deadly crash.
Taxi driver Imtiaz Mohammed, aged 

33, his two passengers, Lucy Davis, 43, 
and boyfriend Lee Jenkins, 42, died as 
the vehicle was left on its side by the 
force of the crash.

Three men, Kasar Jehangir, 25, 
Tauqeer Hussain, 26, and 30-year-old 
Mohammed Fasha, were thrown from 
the other car involved and also died.

Investigations into the cause of the 
collision are continuing but politicians 
in the second city agree speed is an 
issue on the main route which leads 
under Bristol Road towards the heart 
of the city.

Birmingham City Council leader Ian 
Ward said: “This was a horrific and 
heartbreaking incident and it’s abso-
lutely essential that we understand 
the factors that contributed to such a 
tragic loss of life.”

Ms Gill said: “The people of Bir-
mingham were left stunned by this 
horrific incident and six people tragi-
cally lost their lives.

“Lessons must be learned and I 
welcome Birmingham City Council’s 
commitment to improving safety once 
the investigations are complete. In the 
meantime.

“I’ve made it absolutely clear that 
action must be taken to reduce the 
risk of future crashes on this stretch 
of road.”

PLANS have been announced for 
more fun football sessions across 
Sandwell in 2018 to help people get 
more active.

This will build on the success of a 
fun football scheme set up last year 
in Friar Park, Wednesbury, which is 
helping local people to get fit and lose 
weight.

Football Association Just Play 
schemes will run in each of Sandwell’s 
six towns and will be set up by the 
spring. These will include sessions for 
lads and dads, men who want to lose 
weight and women and girls aged 14-
plus.

Sandwell Council cabinet member 
Councillor Paul Moore said: “This is 
a great opportunity for people to have 
fun and get active.

“I am pleased we will be setting up 
football sessions in each of our six 
towns this year.

“People may not have the time, 
money or interest to be part of affili-
ated football. With Just Play, they can 
have fun, improve confidence, boost 
their fitness and see where it takes 
them.”

Footie for Fitness at Pulse Wednes-
bury in Friar Park Road started in 
June last year and has proved very 
popular with those who want lose 
weight and get active.

An Albion Foundation coach runs a 
football session and boot camp-style 
fitness and gives advice on weight 
management.

Councillor Paul Moore with project organisers including project lead Lauren Chesh-
ire and some of the participants from the Friar Park Footie for Fitness programme

Kicking off for more footie in borough

Cemeteries
nearer to
getting CCTV
FURTHER steps to see CCTV brought 
into all cemeteries across Sandwell 
have been taken – as costings are set 
to be completed within a month.

The financial reports are being col-
lected as Sandwell Council look to im-
plement CCTV at all of their cemetery 
sites – with Fallings Heath on Beebee 
Road in Wednesbury already decided. 

It comes as the project has received 
the full backing of Wednesbury North 
councillor Peter Hughes who said the 
council hopes to address the situation.

Councillor Hughes said: “I have had 
a chat with council officers and my 
understanding is that he is still wait-
ing for financial information relating 
to the other cemeteries. He has the 
cost for Fallings Heath cemetery but 
is still waiting for the others. 

“He will know for definite by the 
first or second week in February obvi-
ously if it is possible to go ahead. 

“I think at the end of the day in the 
case of the particular incident at Fall-
ings Heath the perpetrator was found 
and the police dealt with him.

“At the end of the day CCTV in 
most instances is a deterrent and I 
think they recognise that the idea of 
giving reassurance is a good one.

“It is an idea I would support, I fully 
support it. Either way the council are 
trying to address the situation.”

Knockout clash
to be screened
A WORLD title boxing clash is to be 
presented live on the big screen at 
Vue Cinemas in Star City, Birming-
ham.

The all-British fight between the 
WBA super-middleweight world 
champion George Groves and IBO 
champion Chris Eubank Junior will 
be streamed in high-definition live 
from Manchester Arena on February 
17.

Police name
stab victim
as man held
POLICE have named the victim of 
a fatal stabbing in a bookmaker’s in 
Birmingham. Khalid Yousef, aged 28, 
from Handsworth, was pronounced 
dead at the scene on Thursday Janu-
ary 4 at 12.45pm.

A 35-year-old man was arrested on 
suspicion of murder and has been de-
tained under the Mental Health Act.

Det Insp Jim Colclough, from the 
force’s homicide team, said: “Our in-
vestigation is making good progress 
but I would like to hear from anyone 
who may have information but hasn’t 
already spoken to us. Every bit of in-
formation is vital to our investigation 
and I would urge anyone who can help 
to contact my team on 101.”

Khalid’s family continue to be sup-
ported by specially trained officers 
and are being fully updated with the 
latest developments.

Keep an eye out for Just Play ses-
sions in Sandwell over the coming 
months at justplay.thefa.com or you 
can contact your local community 
activity development officer: Oldbury 
– megan_smith@sandwell.gov.uk; 

Tipton/Wednesbury –katie_deeley@
sandwell.gov.uk; Rowley Regis – mat-
thew_hill@sandwell.gov.uk; Smeth-
wick – ricky_byrnes@sandwell.gov.uk; 
West Bromwich – eilish_ocallaghan@
sandwell.gov.uk
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Offering:
Haircuts,Sunbeds
BeardTrims & Shaping

Eye BrowWaxing & Shaping

Special Opening Offers!

07760 444379
59 Birmingham New Road DY4 8JP

OPENINGTIMES
Monday: 9.45-5.30
Tuesday: 9.45-2.30
Wednesday: 9.45-5.30
Thursday: Closed
Friday: 9.45-7.00
Saturday: 8.00-2.30

Traci

Local joining points: Birmingham, Walsall, Cannock*, Wolverhampton

Fully escorted holidays to Europe

Fully-Escorted
Touring Holidays

Call 01709 385 526 (Quote: RP32) www.leger.co.uk
Terms & conditions apply. *Supplements may apply.

FREE
Brochure

Order Now!

h mpto

Reader Offer Your Chronicle

Best medium
coach holiday

company

Discover your next holiday with 100s of
fully-escorted tours to choose from by
coach, air or cruise.

3 Holidays from only £239pp
3 Luxury coaches with extra legroom
3 Free local joining points and regional

airports
3 £50pp low deposit

Telephone:
0121 557 6885

OPENING HOURS:
MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM

SUNDAY 10AM-4PM
PICTURES FOR

GUIDANCE ONLY

BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE,

CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE,
DUDLEY DY4 8XF

OTTOMAN LIFT UP STORAGE BED
FRAME IN EXPRESSO BROWN

CALYPSO SOFA IN BROWN OR BLACK
AMAZING VALUE !!
WAS £339 HALF PRICE
MELTDOWN PRICE £169.50

CHOOSE FROM OUR
UNRIVALLED STOCKS
OF MOBILITY CHAIRS
IN LEATHER &
FABRIC. MANY
MODELS TO
CHOOSE FROM
SAVING UP TO
50% EG
ROBERTO LIFT &
TILT IN LEATHER

MEGAN 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS
IN BEIGE OR GREY FABRIC
WAS £1199 SAVE £600

MELTDOWN PRICE £599 THE PAIR!

BLOOMSBURY VIBRANT ACCENT
CHAIR – CHOICE OF COLOURS

BOSS RECLINER CORNER SUITE
IN RED, GREY & TAN
WAS £1999 SAVE £1100

MELTDOWN PRICE £899
ALSO AVAILABLE AS 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER

PLUS...UP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS
Huge range of
mirrors, bar stools,
lamps, pictures,
coffee tables etc.

OFF
EVERYTHING!

BEDS - DIVANS - MATTRESSES
DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY

OUR LOW, LOW PRICES
JUST GOT EVEN LOWER!!

£1,000,000 WORTH OF QUALITY FU
DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE!

MANY ITEMS IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY!
YOU WILL NOT FIND BETTER VALUE FOR MONEY ANYWHERE IN THE COUNTRY!

( )0% APR REPRESENTATIVE
SUBJECT TO STATUS
Available on many sale items.

Exclusions apply. See instore for details.

MELTDOWN
BARGAINS

PAIR OF ALL ITALIAN LEATHER 2 SEATER
SOFAS (HARVEY) IN PILLAR BOX RED

DISPLAY MODELS TO CLEAR !
WAS £1895 SAVE £1000

MELTDOWN PRICE £895 THE PAIR !!

3 SEATER SOFA & ARMCHAIR (BAILEY)
IN QUALITY CREAM ITALIAN LEATHER

WAS £1699 SAVE £1000
MELTDOWN PRICE £699

MYERS 2 DRAWER SINGLE DIVAN
IN GREY FABRIC COMPLETE WITH

FREE STANDING BUTTON HEADBOARD
& QUALITY LEXUS MATTRESS

WAS £599 SAVE £350 ONE ONLY !
MELTDOWN PRICE £249

SOLID LIGHT OAK DOUBLE BEDFRAME
(OAKRIDGE) & MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

WAS £599 SAVE £350
MELTDOWN PRICE £249

KENT SINGLE SILVER METAL BEDFRAME
COMPLETE WITH MATTRESS

WAS £199 SAVE £120
MELTDOWN PRICE £79

TALL SOLID OAK CHEVAL MIRROR
WAS £189 SAVE £100 ONE ONLY !

MELTDOWN PRICE £89

UPTO 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT
MADRID 3 SEATER AND 2 SEATER

SSSOOOFFFAAASSS WWWIIITTTHHH AAATTTTTTRRRACTIVE
SSSADDLE
STITCH
DESIGN

SAVE
£720

WWWWAAASSS £1395
MELTDOWN

PRICE

£675
THE PAIR!

WAS £299 50% OFF
MELTDOWN PRICE £149

WAS £699 50% OFF
MELTDOWN PRICE £349

MELTDOWN PRICE £249

CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE
DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY
MASTER MATTRESS & CRYSTAL
BUTTONNED
HEADBOARD

WAS £499
HALF
PRICE

MELTDOWN UP TO 50% OFF

100’S OF METAL FASHION BEDS
IN STORE – COME & SEE !

HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES,
DDDIIIVVVAAANNNSSS &&& MMMAAATTTTTTRRREEESSSSSSEEESSS TTTOOO
TAKE
AWAY

IMPERIAL DOUBLE PLATINUM FINISH
VICTORIAN STYLE BEDFRAME COMPLETE
WITH LUXURY COIL SPRUNG ORTHO
MATTRESS IN BELGIAN DAMASK

MELTDOWN
PRICE

£399
KING
SIZE

JUST
£50

EXXXTRA!

WAS £899 SAVE £500

SSSIIINNNGGGLLLEEE MMMAAATTTTTT FFFRRROOOMMM £39
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59
KING MATT FROM £79

SILVER METAL BUNK BEDS
(MAKES 2 SINGLES IF REQUIRED)
WITH 2 QUALITY SPRUNG
MATTRESSEEESSS
WAS £399
HALF PRICEEE
ONLY 20
SETS PER
STORE
MELTDOWN
PRICE

£199

PLUS

MATTTTRESS
NOT IIINCLUDED

SINGLE WAS £399 MELTDOWN £199
DOUBLE WAS £499 MELTDOWN £249

KING WAS £599 MELTDOWN £299

URNITURE
RICE!

FURTHER
REDUCTIONS
Come
and see
instore!

Geoff: I owe my life
to university medics
EX-ENGLAND and Wolves 
footballer Geoff Thomas has 
paid tribute to life-saving 
medics as he collected an 
honorary doctorate from Bir-
mingham City University.

The ex-footballer, leukaemia 
survivor and charity fundraiser 
told students and academics that 
he wouldn’t have been here with-
out the work of Birmingham’s 
Professor Charlie Craddock and 
his team.

The presentation was made during a 
ceremony held at Birmingham’s Sym-
phony Hall, alongside students gradu-
ating from the University’s Faculty of 
Health, Education and Life Sciences.

Wonderful
Geoff was selected to receive the 

award in recognition of the millions of 
pounds he has helped raise for blood 
cancer charities since recovering from 
the disease himself – despite being 
told he had just three months to live 
in 2003.

Speaking at the ceremony Geoff 
said: “I wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t 
for a certain Professor Charlie Cra-
ddock and his wonderful team. He 
guided me through a year of treat-
ment, radiotherapy, chemotherapy 
and through the arduous stem cell 
transplant which saved my life.” 

He also praised the impact of the 
city of Birmingham on the fight 
against blood cancers. He added: “This 
new funding is delivering new hope to 
patients being diagnosed today.

“Birmingham is at the centre of this. 
Birmingham is a hub and Charlie Cra-
ddock and his team are a leading light 
in this fight. 

“I was very fortunate because of 
where I lived, that I got the best care. 

“I’ve come back to Cure Leukaemia 
and we’ve raised £1.5 million this year 
to help extend the Haematology Cen-
tre to make it a state-of-the-art facil-
ity. It actually opens today and I’m so 
proud of that.”

Over a 20-year professional career, 
Geoff played for football clubs includ-
ing Crystal Palace, Nottingham Forest 
and Wolves, as well as picking up nine 
caps for England.

After retiring from the game in 2002 
he was diagnosed with a form of leu-
kaemia and given just three months 
to live, but following a stem cell trans-
plant from his sister and treatment 
by Birmingham’s Professor Charlie 
Craddock he entered remission two 
years later. Geoff has dedicated his 
life to raising funds for blood cancer 
patients since recovering from leukae-

mia, starting the Geoff Thomas Foun-
dation, which raises funds to fight 
cancer, and regularly taking part in 
activities for Cure Leukaemia.

He has had a long association with 
the West Midlands having arrived in 
the region in 1993 to pull on the old 
gold of Wolves where he spent four 
seasons.

He has also been a supporter of 
ex-Aston Villa captain Stiliyan Petrov 
who retired from the game after being 
diagnosed with leukaemia in 2013, and 
Wolves goalkeeper Carl Ikeme, who is 
currently undergoing treatment for 
leukaemia. Closing his speech Geoff  
said: “Finally, all I’d say to you grad-
uates from what I’ve learned through 
the world of sport and what I’ve been 
through, if you believe and you have 
the passion just go for it.”

Geoff Thomas, with Sir Lenny Henry and Professors Graham Henderson 
and Phillip Plowden of Birmingham City University
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ADDISON TYRE CENTRE
a family business since 1965

CAR, 4X4, VAN TYRES,MOTORCYCLE TYRES
HUNTER 4WHEEL ALIGNMENT, BRAKES
EXHAUSTS, BATTERIES, ALLOYWHEELS

WHEEL REFURBISHMENT, LOCKING NUT REMOVAL
TPMS I SENSOR SPECIALISTS, MOT

WITH OVER 3000 DEPOTS WORLDWIDE WE CAN
OFFER OUR CUSTOMERS INTERNET BEATING PRICES

WITH OUR ENORMOUS BUYING POWER

Four Wh
Alignment Centr

W ooorld leading garage equipment, as supplied by

heel
re

LOCKINGNUTREMOVALTPMS I SENSOR

WWW.DISCOUNTTYRESUK.CO.UK
0121 5574019

addisontyrestipton
discounttyresuk

mon/fri 8:30-5:30 sat:8:30-4:00

CHEAPEST PRICES
GUARANTEED ON ALL TOP

BRAND MOTORCYCLE TYRES

“FITTED BY EXPERTS”
CALL US TODAY

d

WWW. DISCOUNTTYRESUK.CO.UK

0121 557 4019
ADDISONTYRECENTRE ADDISONTYRES

MON/FRI 8.30 - 5.30 SAT:8.30-4.00
ADDISON TYRE CENTRE, 52A HIGH STREET, PRINCESS END, TIPTON, DY4 9HP

Buckled alloy wheel repair
specialists based in Tipton

Have you got a buckled wheel? No problem, at 
Addison Tyres they have a new technology machine 
used by trained professionals who can repair your 
alloy wheel and completely remove the buckle.

Addison Tyres are now offering this service to accident 
repair body shops, car sales, tyre centres and the 
general public across the Black Country area.

Technicians take the upmost care with all alloy wheels 
and ensure that every job is done right first time to the 
highest standard.

Addison Tyres is a family business which is celebrating 
over 50 years in the tyre industry.

They are proud of their team of highly trained staff who 
make it their aim to offer trade and retail customers the 
highest standard of service.

Competitive
Competitive Jason Addison, Director, commented: 

“We can offer trade customers supply only tyres and we 
welcome the general public all at competitive prices on 
all top brands and budget tyres as we deal with all the 
leading manufacturers through our Point S network with 
over 3,000 depots worldwide.

“We offer a range of specialist services including 
Hunter 4 Wheel Alignment, Locking Nut Removal, Wheel 
Refurbishment, TPMS and Motorcycle tyres with IMI 
Certified Ride-in-Ride-out fitting.

“The company boasts its unique selling point is the 
high quality workmanship offered by their highly trained 
staff and they are confident their investment in the latest 
technology will set them apart from their competitors.”

For more information call 0121 557 4019 or visit the 
website www.addisontyrecentre.co.uk Addison Tyres are offering a buckled alloy wheel repair service to accident repair body shops, car sales, tyre centres and the general public across the Black Country

STAR COLLECTION12
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Making Life Easier For Yourrr Loved
Ones With A Pre Paid Funeeeral Plan

Protect yourself against rising costs with a pre-paid funeral plan from
Hicktons Funeral Diiirectors.

As a family owned, independent funeral cooompany we can personalise
and tailor plans to your needs and budget.

Trevor E W Hickton Ltd Funeral Directors—Whitmore House 8-11,
Lower High Street Cradley Heath B64 5AB Tel: 01384 569569

R. Hadley & Hickton Funeral Services—36-38, Windmill Hill, Halesowen
B63 2BZ Tel: 01384 636606

West Brom helps charity 
appeal with £66k boost
A BLACK Country business 
has donated £66,000 to Bir-
mingham Children’s Hospital 
to help pay for ambulance 
equipment and improve re-
sponse times. 

The money was raised by West 
Bromwich Building Society 
through its Red Balloon Appeal, 
and has been donated to the hos-
pital’s Critical Journeys Appeal 
which is aiming to raise £2million. 

The cash will be used to install the 
latest life-saving medical equipment in 
its ambulances.

Nick Trueman, PR manager for the 
West Brom, said: “The Red Balloon 
Account is very popular with our sav-
ers because they appreciate what an 
essential resource Birmingham Chil-
dren’s Hospital is for the region and 
want to do something to help.

“We set the account up over 10 years 
ago and since then it has raised an 
amazing total of £750,000 which has 
been channelled into several key ap-
peals and hospital projects.

Balances
“Supporting Critical Journeys with 

this latest donation is a great source of 
pride for us and the customers who so 
kindly choose to save through the Red 
Balloon scheme.”

The money has come from the build-
ing society’s Red Balloon Appeal sav-
ings account, which is directly linked 
to the hospital and sees the firm do-
nate a sum each year based on average 
balances held.

Funds will be spent on life-saving 
medical equipment to help the experi-
ence of patients of the Kids Intensive 
Care and Decision Support.

The money will also allow critical 

care ambulances to respond faster and 
more effectively, helping vulnerable 
patients and their families secure the 
best possible treatment.

The building society was thanked by 
charity bosses at the hospital. 

Eloise Davidson, corporate fund-
raising manager at Birmingham Chil-
dren’s Hospital Charity, said: “The 
Critical Journeys Appeal is vital to 
the service we provide to thousands of 

young people and their families across 
the UK each year.

“The West Brom has been a 
long-standing supporter of ours and 
has raised a phenomenal amount of 
money, as well as backing other cam-
paigns such as The Big Sleuth last 
summer.

“Our sincere thanks goes to the 
West Brom and its savers for setting 
us on our way with this appeal.”

Eloise Davidson, Corporate Fundraising Manager for Birmingham Chil-
dren’s Hospital Charity, Nick Trueman, PR Manager for the West Brom and 
Dr Alex Philpott, Consultant Neonatal Medicine/Neonatal Transport Medi-

cine at Birmingham Women’s and Children’s NHS Foundation Trust
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Fun, friendship and laughter on the move
Greenline Coaches pride themselves on 
being the Black Country’s true king of the
road.

Based in Stourbridge, the thriving family-
owned company aims to put the customer first 
at all times by offering executive coach hire 
combined with a diverse range of day tours,
weekend breaks and two and five to eight-day 
holidays throughout the UK. Many of the hotels 
used by Greenline are also family-owned and
run.

Greenline director/owner Andy Phillips is 
assisted by wife Nikki, brother Simon, niece
Amy, and 10 other trusted members of staff to 
complete a happy and efficient team.

Experience
Andy has many years’ experience within the

sector having previously worked for a well-
known Blackheath coach company until their
retirement.

Andy said: “After that company ended, I used 
to see lots of old customers and they’d always 
comment on how much they missed their day
trips and holidays so that inspired me to start
our own company.

“I’m delighted to say we get lots of word-of-
mouth recommendations and repeat bookings.
Our personal and friendly service combined 
with our experienced office staff, professional
drivers and couriers ensure that our customers’ 
day tours and holidays are always pleasurable 
and memorable.

“We treat our customers as a name, not
a number, and regard them as part of our
Greenline family. They receive free drinks,
biscuits and treats on all holidays served by our
friendly and helpful on-board couriers.”

Greenline’s smart coaches are modern 
16 to 53-seater executive models with air

suspension, toilets, air conditioning and
drink-making facilities. Holidays are being
offered throughout the year including tours to 
Torquay, Weymouth and Sidmouth, Scotland 
and Blackpool. The company has invested over 
£500,000 in its fleet recently and took delivery 

of a 53-seater luxury Scania coach in April 
last year with two other new vehicles arriving
in 2018 to meet demands for great Greenline
Holidays and day tours.

Andy added: “Everyone at Greenline Coaches 
has a big heart coupled with a huge passion

to succeed in what we enjoy doing most in life,
which is providing fun, friendship and laughter 
in the holidays and day trips we provide for our
customers. We would like to thank all of our
customers for supporting us on our journey 
over the past eight years and look forward

to welcoming them, with new customers, on 
board in the future.”

For the full 2018 programme of day tours 
and holidays and details of how to book call 
01384 444464 or 01384 444161or visit www.
greenlinecoaches.com

The thriving family-owned company puts the customer first at all times 

STAR COLLECTION

BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER Winter Warmer 
Monday 29th Jan - Friday 2nd Feb 2018 5 Days £169
MYSTERY?? - FREE BAR, POOL & LEISURE FACILITIES 
Monday 5th - Friday 9th Feb 2018 5 Days £199
WESTON SUPER MARE - SANDRINGHAM HOTEL £2 Bar All Week
Monday 12th - Friday 16th Feb 2018 5 Days £175
TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL 
Monday 19th - Friday 23rd Feb 2018 Winter Warmer 5 Days SOLD OUT £159
CABARET MYSTERY 4 DAY TOUR? - WHERE WILL WE BE? 
HOTEL
Friday 23rd - Monday 26th Feb 2018 4 Days £119
LLANDUDNO - ST KILDA HOTEL *** We’ll Meet Again
Monday 26th Feb - Friday 2nd March 2018 Theme 5 Days £235
MYSTERY 4 DAY TOUR? - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 
Friday 2nd - Monday 5th March 2018 4 Days £139
EASTBOURNE - HADDON HALL 
Monday 5th - Friday 9th March 2018 5 Days £235
CABARET MYSTERY 4 DAY TOUR? - WHERE WILL WE BE? 
HOTEL
Friday 16th - Monday 19th March 2018 4 Days £139
EXMOUTH - CAVENDISH HOTEL 
Monday 19th - Friday 23rd March 2018 5 Days £225
TORQUAY NETHWAY HOTEL
Monday 19th - Friday 23rd March 2018 5 days £199
CABARET MYSTERY 4 DAY TOUR? - WHERE WILL WE BE? 
HOTEL
Friday 23rd - Monday 26th March 2018 4 Days £139
BOGNOR REGIS - ROYAL NORFOLK HOTEL 
Monday 26 - Friday 30th March 2018 5 Days £225
PORTCAWL - SEABANK HOTEL Easter Friday 
30th March - Monday 2nd April 2018 4 Days £209
SIDMOUTH - ROYAL YORK & FAULKNER HOTEL Easter week 
Monday 2nd - Friday 6th April 2018 5 Days £329
SPRING WEEKEND MYSTERY - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 
Friday 6th - Monday 9th April 2018 4 Days £149
WEYMOUTH - FAIRHAVEN HOTEL 
Monday 9th - Friday 13th April 2018 5 Days £269
ILFRACOMBE - IMPERIAL HOTEL 
Monday 16th - Friday 20th April 2018 5 Days £219
WARNERS CORTON COASTAL VILLAGE 
Monday 16th - Friday 20th April 2018 5 Days £279
WEEKEND MYSTERY - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 
Saturday 21st - Sunday 22nd April 2018 2 Days £79
TENBY - CLARENCE HOUSE HOTEL 
Monday 23rd - Friday 27th April 2017 5 Days SOLD OUT £269
TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Motown Weekend 
Friday 27th - Sunday 29th April 2018 3 Days £119
PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE 
Monday 30th April - Friday 4th May 2018 5 Days £235
BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER 
Friday 4th - Sunday 6th May 2018 3 Days £125
LLANDUDNO - QUEENS HOTEL 
Monday 7th - Friday 11th May 2018 5 Days £309
GREAT YARMOUTH - NEW BEACH HOTEL 
Wednesday 9th - Sunday 13th May 2018 5 Days £235

CROMER - HOTEL DE PARIS NEW
Sunday 13th - Saturday 19th May 2018 7 Days £365
MORECAMBE LAKES & DALES - AUCKLAND HOTEL 
Monday 14th - Friday 18th May 2048 5 Days £259
MYSTERY SOUTH COAST - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 
Friday 18th - Monday 21st May 2018 4 Days £159
EASTBOURNE - THE HADLEIGH HOTEL
Monday 21st - Friday 25th May 2018 5 Days £289
MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL
Saturday 26th - Sunday 27th May 2018 2 Days £79
LONDON - 5 STAR WALDORF HOTEL ***** Treat Yourself!
Sunday 27th - Monday 28th May 2018 2 Days £119
TORQUAY - HOWDEN COURT HOTEL
Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June 2018 5 Days £259
SETTLE TO CARLISLE RAILWAY - AUCKLAND HOTEL
Friday 1st - Sunday 3rd June 2018 3 Days £149
PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE
Saturday 2nd - Saturday 9th June 2018 8 Days £365
PORTHCAWL - SEABANK HOTEL
Wednesday 6th - Sunday 10th June 2018 5 Days £275
NEWQUAY - ELIOT HOTEL
Sunday 10th - Saturday 16th June 2018 7 Days £359
LYTHAM ST ANNES - LINDUN HOTEL
Monday 11th - Friday 15th June 2018 5 Days £265
MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL
Saturday 16th - Sunday 17th June 2018 2 Days £79
SIDMOUTH - THE BEDFORD HOTEL
Monday 18th - Friday 22nd June 2018 5 Days £349
ISLE OF WIGHT - THE TROUVILLE HOTEL, SANDOWN
Monday 18th - Saturday 23rd June 2018 6 Days £359
TORQUAT - NETHWAY HOTEL Motown Weekend
Friday 22nd - Sunday 24 June 2018 3 Days £119
BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER
Sunday 23th - Wednesday 27th June 2018 5 Days £269
EASTBOURNE - HADDON HALL
Saturday 30th June - Saturday 7th July 2018 8 Days £439
SCARBOROUGH - CUMBERLAND HOTEL NEW
Wednesday 4th - Sunday 8th July 2018 5 Days £275
WARNERS ALVASTON HALL HOTEL NEW
Monday 9th - Friday 13th July 2018 5 Days £375
WEYMOUTH - FAIRHAVEN HOTEL
Monday 9th - Friday 13th July 2018 5 Days £309
TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Motown Weekend
Friday 13th - Sunday 15th July 2018 3 Days £119
SKEGNESS - SAVOY HOTEL
Monday 16th - Friday 20th July 2018 5 Days £299
TORQUAY - HOWDEN COURT HOTEL
Saturday 21st - Saturday 28th July 2018 8 Days £399
BOURNEMOUTH - ULLSWATER HOTEL
Monday 23rd - Friday 27th July 2018 5 Days £265

ISLE OF WIGHT - BAYSHORE HOTEL, SANDOWN NEW
Saturday 28th July - Saturday 4th August 2018 8 Days £439
WARNER LAKESIDE COASTAL VILLAGE NEW
Monday 6th - Friday 10th August 2018 5 Days £309
MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL
Saturday 11th - Sunday 12th August 2018 2 Days £79
PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE
Saturday 11th - Saturday 18th August 2018 8 Days £379
ST IVES - COTTAGE HOTEL
Sunday 19th - Saturday 25th August 2018 7 Days £379
TENBY - CLARENCE HOUSE HOTEL
Sunday 26th - Thursday 30th August 2018 5 Days £309
SETTLE TO CARLISLE RAILWAY - AUCKLAND HOTEL
Friday 31st August - Sunday 2nd Sept 2018 3 Days £149
MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL
Saturday 1st - Sunday 2nd Sept 2018 2 Days £79
LLANDUDNO - THE MARLBOROUGH HOTEL
Monday 3rd - Friday 7th Sept 2018 5 Days £299
EASTBOURNE - LANGHAM HOTEL
Monday 3rd - Friday 7th Sept 2018 5 Days £309
BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER
Saturday 8TH - Wednesday 12th Sept 2018 5 Days £279
SCARBOROUGH - RED LEA HOTEL
Monday 10 - Friday 14th Sept 2018 5 Days £299
HAYLING ISLAND - MILL RYTHE HOLIDAY VILLAGE
Monday 10th - Friday 14th Sept 2018 5 Days £239
WEYMOUTH - FAIRHAVEN HOTEL
Monday 17th - Friday 21st Sept 2018 5 Days £309
LYTHAM ST ANNES - LINDUM HOTEL
Monday 17th - Friday 21st Sept 2018 5 Days £279
MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL
Friday 21st - Monday 24th Sept 2018 4 Days £199
TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL
Monday 24th - Friday 28th Sept 2018 5 Days £245
MORECAMBE - CARLISLE/SETTLE RAILWAY & SCOTISH 
BORDERS AUCKLAND HOTEL 
Monday 24th - Friday 28th Sept 2018 5 Days £289
CRICCIETH - GEORGE IV HOTEL
Monday 1st - Friday 5th October 2018 5 Days £219
MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL
Saturday 6th - Sunday 7th October 2018 2 days £79
SCOTLAND DUNOON - SELBOURNE HOTEL NEW
Sunday 7th - Saturday 13th October 2018 7 Days £279
WEYMOUTH - NORFOLK HOTEL NEW
Friday 12th - Monday 15th October 2018 4 Days £139
BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS - CARN-BRAE HOTEL
Monday 15th - Friday 19th October 2018 5 Days £229
WARNERS - CRICKET ST THOMAS HOTEL NEW
Monday 15th - Friday 19th October 2018 5 Days £359
TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Motown Weekend
Friday 19th - Sunday 21st October 2018 3 Days £119

GREENLINE BASH! - 5 DAY MYSTERY NEW
Monday 22nd - Friday 26th October 2018 5 Days £209
BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS - CARN-BRAE HOTEL
Saturday 27th - Monday 29th October 2018 3 Days £149
LONDON - 5 STAR WALDORF HOTEL***** Treat Yourself! 
Sunday 28th - Monday 29 October 2018 2 Days £119
PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE Turkey & Tinsel 
Monday 29th Oct - Friday 2nd Nov 2018 5 Days £239
TORQUAY - HOWDEN COURT HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel With 
a Halloween Twist Monday 29th Oct - Friday 2nd Nov 2018 5 Days £269
TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel
Friday 2nd - Sunday 4th Nov 2018 3 Days £119
EASTBOURNE - HADDON HALL HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel
Monday 5th - Friday 9th Nov 2018 5 Days £290
WESTON-SUPER-MARE - SANDRINGHAM HOTEL
Monday 5th - Friday 9th Nov 2018 5 Days £249
MYSTERY WEEKEND - WHERE WILL WE BE? HOTEL 
Turkey & Tinsel Saturday 10th - Sunday 11th Nov 2018 2 Days £79
LLANDUDNO - QUEENS HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel
Monday 12th - Friday 16th Nov 2018 5 Days £275
BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER Turkey & Tinsel
Tuesday 13th - Saturday 17th Nov 2018 5 Days £259
MYSTERY TURKEY & TINSEL - WHERE WILL WE BE? 
HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel Friday 16th - Monday 19th Nov 2018 4 Days £159
TENBY - CLARENCE HOUSE HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel 
Monday 19th - Friday 23rd Nov 2018 5 Days £279
SIDMOUTH - ROYAL YORKS & FAULKNER HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel
Wednesday 21st - Sunday 25th Nov 2018 5 Days £299
PORTHCAWL - SEABANK HOTEL Turkey & Tinsel
Monday 26th - Friday 30th Nov 2018 5 Days £239

GREAT YARMOUTH - NEW BEACH HOTEL Thursford Spectacular
Friday 30th November - Monday 3rd Dec 2018 4 Days £259
CROMER - HOTEL DE PARIS Thursford Spectacular
Friday 7th - Monday 10th Dec 2018 4 Days £259
LONDON - 5 STAR WALDFORF HOTEL *****
Christmas Shopping  Sunday 16th - Monday 17th Dec 2018 2 Days £119
PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ESPLANADE Christmas
Sunday 23rd - Thursday 27th Dec 2018 5 Days £420
TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Christmas
Sunday 23rd - Thursday 27th Dec 2018 5 Days £429
BABBACOMBE - HOTEL DE LA MER Twixmas
Thursday 27th - Sunday 30th Dec 2018 4 Days £179
TORQUAY - NETHWAY HOTEL Twixxmas
Thursday 27th - Sunday 30th Dec 2018 4 Days £179
TENBY - CLARENCE HOUSE HOTEL New Year Sun
30th Dec 2018 - Wed 2nd Jan 2019 4 Days £349
ILFRACOMBE - IMPERIAL HOTEL New Year Sun
30th Dec 2018 - Wed 2nd Jan 2019 4 Days £365
LLANDUDNO - ST KILDA HOTEL *** New Year
Sun 30th Dec 2018 - Wed 2nd Jan 2019 4 Days £379

GREENLINE 01384 44 44 64 01384 44 41 61

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT
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OPEN DAY
SATURDAY 20TH JANUARY
10AM-2PM
EVOLVE CAMPUS:
Acting (Performance)
Art & Design
Beauty
Computer Games Design
Dance
Football Academy
Fashion & Clothing
Glass
Hairdressing
Media
Music Performance
Music Technology
Musical Theatre
Performing Arts
Photography
Production Arts
Sport & Active Leisure
Technical Theatre
Travel & Tourism

Parking at DY1 4AS

ADVANCE CAMPUS:
Business Improvement Techniques
Computer Aided Design
Electrical Electronic Engineering
Hydraulics & Pneumatics
Mechanical Engineering
Performing Manufacturing Operations
Robotics & Automation

Parking at DY1 4AS

ADVANCE II CAMPUS:
Architecture & Design
Building Services Engineering
Building Technologies
Civil Engineering
Construction Management
Design Draughting
Electrical Installation
Modern Methods of Construction ‘Off-Site’
Motor Sport &Vehicle Technologies
Refrigeration & Air Conditioning
Renewable Technologies
Structural Detailing
Surveying & Levelling
Virtual Reality in Design
Welding & Fabrication

Parking at DY1 4AS

CAT CENTRE:
Bricklaying
Carpentry & Joinery
Cladding & Sheeting
Electrical Installations
Heating &Ventilation
Roofing Tiling & Slating
Painting & Decorating
Plastering
Plumbing

Parking at DY5 1LX

BROADWAY CAMPUS:
Access
Accounting
Admin & Customer Service
Animal Science
Animal Management
Applied Science
Apprenticeships
Business
Childcare
Enterprise
Entry-level Courses
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Functional Skills
Health & Social Care
Hospitality & Catering
ICT
Public Services
Retail
Teacher Training
Teaching Assistant

Parking at DY1 4AS

Come along and meet the tutors, see our outstanding facilities and have-a-go
at activities in the areas you are thinking of joining.

VISIT: DUDLEYCOL.AC.UK OR CALL 01384 363 363 FOR MORE DETAILS.
ARE YOU READY TO STAND OUT AND BECOME OUTSTANDING?

For schoolleavers, collegeleavers and
apprentices
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*on returned goods

70%
OFF
HURRYlimitedstockonOAK

PINE&PaintedfurnItUre

UPTO

*

furnitureOUTLETNOWOPEN!

COLLECT

furniture

SAMEDAY!

Newstockarrivingdaily!
MASSIVE RANGE OF QUALITY SECONDS FURNITURE AT OUTLET PRICES

Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN I Opening times: Mon - Fri: 9am - 8pm I Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun: 10am - 4pm

FURNITURE

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles

%

IT was a job worked in dark-
ness and surrounded by dan-
ger. But for ex-miner-turned-
author Mick Drury it was the 
best job ever.

And now the 81-year-old from 
Hednesford has released his mem-
oirs of more than 30 years spent 
at Littleton Colliery, in the village 
of Huntington.

The colliery closed in 1993 and was 
the last working coal mine on the Can-
nock Chase Coalfield. Mick’s book, 
aptly entitled ‘Boots All My Life’, tells 
tales of his daily life as a miner and 
includes fascinating images of his time 
down the pit.

He said: “I look back with such fond 
memories despite it being hard work. 
We were moving 22 tonne of coal a 
day. I never realised that everyday 
that was happening. There was great 
comradery and the humour in the pits 
kept us going. I went all through work-
ing on the coalface.

“Boots All My Life will now be my 

The pits? No I loved it
says ex-miner Mick

Mick working as a safety officer down the pit

The mines rescue team at Valley Colliery

Mick Drury with Councillor Alan Dean at book launch

Mick giving a demonstration in 2010

Eastern Europeans waiting to go down the mine

10th book. Among the others, I have 
written about the coal board and com-
munity life in ex-army barrack huts, 
which I had to do a lot of research on, 
but this is my memories about my time 
at the colliery.”

Mick could easily have seen his fu-
ture guided in another path away from 
the coalface had it not been for the 
death of his father.

Redundant
“I started in the mines straight after 

I finished school in 1951,” he said. 
“I was originally going to work as a 
printer but my father died in an acci-
dent. It left my brother and mother at 
home without a penny, so I thought I 
can’t let this go on. 

“I went down to the pit and got a job 
within a week.”

Mick said from that moment on the 
only time he was not down the pit was 

when he was in the Army as a me-
chanic for three years until 1989.

“I was made redundant in 1989 but 
I still see a lot of people I know around 
the town,” he said. “I have kept in 
touch with most of the men who used 
to work there, despite some of them 
sadly passing on now, but we still try 
to have our gatherings.”

The book has taken 16 years to 
write, on and off, before finally mak-
ing it to publication. It was originally 
to be left just to Mick’s family and was 
never intended to be put out for the 
public to enjoy.

“Back in the 70s I met with an au-
thor from Hednesford who said that 
I should write down about my time 
at the mines,” added Mick. “Then, 
in 2001, I formed the Mining Society 
in Cannock Chase and realised that I 
had come across books about different 
mines but there was nothing about 
Cannock. 

Boots All My Life is available 
from Councillor Alan Dean on 01543 
275638. The cover price is £14 or £10 
for members of the Mining Society.

MEMORY LANE
Report by Clare Butler
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NorthernLightsfromBirminghamAirport Dublin&thePunchestownFestival3daysbyAir

Prices correct at the timeof publication, subject to fluctuation andavailability. The final pricewill dependonyour chosen airport, airline andflight time. Air holidayoperated by
OmegaHolidays underATOLNo.6081. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors andomissions excepted. Prices shownare per person, basedon twopeople sharing adbl/twin
room. ingle supplements apply.

in association with

For more information
or to book, please call:

or visit online at:

Quote OMRT03300 130 051
omegabreaks.com/RT

ABTANo. V4782

033 numbers are free within inclusive
minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Departing Wednesday 7 Mar
from Birmingham (BHX)

Departing Tuesday 24 Apr
from Birmingham (BHX)

Price Includes...
� Pre-flight presentation by our expert

astronomers

� Flight excursion (approximately 3-3 ½ hours,
depending on the departure airport location)

� Services of astronomers on board

� Light refreshments on board

� Services of a tour manager

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Dublin incl. transfers

� Hand luggage only

� 2 nights B&B at the Bonnington Hotel, Dublin

� Admission to the Punchestown Festival
including return coach transfers

� Services of a local representative

Northern Lights
Evening Excursion

Dublin
& the Punchestown Festival

£220 £320
from fromDay Trip

by Air
3 Days
by Air

DudleyChronicle

Your Chronicle
WOL_2018-01-15_WalsallChronicle_18x4 (1)_Omega RT

Staff and family members help Ethel to celebrate her 101st milestone

FAMILY and friends of a woman 
who lived in her home until she was 
100, have just celebrated her 101st 
birthday at a nursing home in Old-
bury.

Ethel Turner was born on Jan-
uary 5, 1917 in Rounds Green to 
her parents Annie and Sam, and 
was one of seven children, with  
one sister and five brothers, who 
all attended Round Green Primary 
School. Ethel left school at the age 
of 14 and started work at the Guesst 
Keen and Nettlefolds factory, work-
ing on a machine making nuts and 

bolts. Ethel said she used to have to 
stand on a box because she was so 
little. 

Growing up, Ethel used to go 
dancing at Langley baths, which 
is where she met her husband Bill 
whom she married in 1940 at St 
James Church. The couple had 
two daughters, Theresa and Paul-
ine, which in turn was followed by 
five grandchildren and eight great 
grandchildren. 

Ethel is now living at Newbury 
Manor Care Home and has said she 
is happy and her family visit often.

Ethel celebrates her 101st

 School U-turn over
‘pay to play’ charges
GOVERNORS at a Black Coun-
try school have made a U-turn – 
putting an end to an ‘upsetting’ 
playground scheme which has 
been blasted by parents for ‘sep-
arating the rich from the poor’.

Bosses have ended the scheme at 
Wednesbury Oak Academy which en-
couraged parents to make a voluntary 
payment of £6 for extra school equip-
ment. 

It follows a backlash against the scheme 
as pupils who did not make the payment 
were not allowed to use the equipment. In 
a statement, the school’s chair of governors 
said: “We have listened to the concerns 
raised and will be ending the scheme with 
immediate effect. We are a school that be-
lieves in putting our children at the heart of 
everything we do.”

It was revealed last week how bosses 
at the school in Greenacre Road, Tipton, 
had been criticised after it was reported 
children whose parents had not paid the 
voluntary fee were not allowed to use the 
equipment.

But principal Maria Bull initially de-
fended the move, saying parents had since 
May last year to make the payment with 
80 out of the academy’s 450 pupils choosing 
to contribute to the ‘extra’ equipment for 
their children. It comes as a petition was 
also launched in opposition to the parent 
council scheme – collecting more than 1,600 
signatures to date.

On the Change.org petition, parents 
wrote: “We the parents at Wednesbury Oak 
Academy are starting a petition against the 
school in regards to the ‘no pay no play’ 
scheme set up during lunch time play.

“The parents that have paid and parents 
that haven’t are totally against the separa-
tion of the children as this can cause upset, 
bullying and social exclusion amongst other 
things.”
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To sign up call 0121 524 1950

Futuristic design M5 
energy plant backing
CONTROVERSIAL plans to 
build an energy plant over-
looking the M5 in West Brom-
wich have been recommend-
ed for approval. 

It comes after hundreds of peo-
ple objected to the scheme. 

The 10,000sq m energy recovery 
facility will be built at Giffards Re-
cycling, off Kelvin Way and convert 
400,000 tons of waste into electricity 
to power 70,000 homes a year.

The application by Versus Oak En-
ergy was lodged with Sandwell Coun-
cil last year. And now planning officers 
have welcomed the scheme.

A petition demanding that the facil-
ity be blocked was signed by 450 peo-
ple and handed to bosses at the local 
authority.

Councillor Bawa Dhallu, who repre-
sents the West Bromwich ward, said: 
“There were quite a few people who 
were upset when they heard about it.

Situation
“But we need to know the full de-

tails of it first. We need access to the 
full details about the environment sit-
uation, how residents feel and what it 
will fully entail.”

The energy facility would process 
and convert waste into high-pressure 
steam. 

The steam would then be de-pres-
surised to produce electricity. Existing 
buildings on the site would have to be 
bulldozed. 

A design statement submitted with 
the application said the site would 
operate 24/7 but that waste deliveries 
from lorries would be restricted to be-
tween 7am and 7pm on weekdays and 
7pm and 1pm on Saturdays. 

There would be no deliveries on 
Sundays, it added. A total of 168 ve-

hicles would enter and leave the site 
every weekday, according to the plans.

Planning agent Kelvin said the fa-
cility would provide an ‘iconic and 
positive addition to the local area’ and 
the building would ‘create a landmark 
structure for people travelling along 
the M5 motorway’.

A committee report submitted last 
week states that the ‘depth of feeling’ 
expressed by residents is ‘understood’.

However, it continues: “Overall the 
proposal is welcomed as it will lead to a 
more sustainable use of waste materi-
als that would otherwise go to landfill. 
The power generated from the facil-

ity can be used by sites and premises 
nearby.”

The design statement added: “The 
energy recovery facility (ERF) will 
have the capacity to process up to 
395,000 tons of waste of fuel per 
annum, with the potential to generate 
up to 35MW of electricity.”

“The components of the ERF would 
largely be contained within one main 
building. A design brief was created in 
consultation with Sandwell Council, 
with the aim of creating a bold, vis-
ually pleasing building, particularly 
from views from the M5.”

The ‘iconic’ energy plant building situated next to the M5 motorway

Holly proves to be great
festive help for patients
FOR the second Christmas 
in a row, aptly named staff 
nurse Holly Smith volun-
teered for duty at Sandwell 
Hospital, thereby ensuring 
that patients were well cared 
for during one of the busiest 
periods of the year.

When asked what motivated 
her, Holly, aged 26, said: “I came 
in on Christmas Day because I 
wanted to make sure my team 
were supported to give the best 
care to our patients at this festive 
time.

“The A&E department was slightly 
busier than usual, but spirits were 
high and everyone worked together 
for their patients. It is important for 
their wellbeing that patients feel re-
laxed and calm while they were under 
our care.”

Not only did she do her duty in 
A&E but also went the extra mile to 
help another acute department on the 
same day. 

She explained: “I just felt it was the 
right thing to do and I’m glad I could 
help.”

Genuine
It’s no surprise to learn that Holly is 

a rising star in A&E, thanks to her ini-
tiative and genuine caring for patients. 

She said: “I just want to care for 
people in the same way I’d like to be 
treated. 

“I still remember a time when a de-
mentia patient was admitted to our 
department. Although she was with 
her carer, she was very anxious and 
stressed because she was in a different 
environment. 

“Fortunately, the patient was my 
neighbour and she was able to rec-
ognise me. I made sure she saw me 
around to ensure she felt safe with 

a familiar face and that helped her 
through her treatment with much less 
stress. 

“The following day, I visited her on 
the ward to check on her wellbeing. I 
am glad I was there at the right time, 
and in the right place to help her.”

Holly knew she wanted to become a 
nurse when she was only 11 years old. 
She said: “When I was young, I saw 
how my mother cared for my grandfa-
ther and great aunt and what she did 
really inspired me. I knew I wanted to 
care for people.”

Holly has been working in the NHS 
for five years and joined the A&E de-
partment in Sandwell last September. 

She said: “I wanted to work for A&E 
when I was newly qualified. But at 
that time, I felt I didn’t have enough 
experience and confidence. 

“After a few years working in differ-
ent specialities, I finally felt confident 
enough to apply for the post in the 
A&E team and I was so happy to get 

the job. I absolutely love working in 
A&E at Sandwell Hospital. It’s differ-
ent every day and so fast-paced. 

“It’s also a very rewarding job as 
you can quickly see the difference that 
you make to patients. I have learned 
so much since I joined the team and I 
couldn’t thank them enough for being 
so supportive to me.”

And who inspires her every day? 
Holly answered: “My inspiration 
comes from senior nurse Michelle Wil-
liams, who is working on the AMU 2 
ward at City Hospital. 

“She is very good with people and 
is someone that everyone looks up to. 
She is caring, kind and always goes 
above and beyond her duty. She is my 
NHS Hero.”

In her free time, Holly, living in 
Dudley, enjoys doing Pilates to keep 
her fit and healthy. 

ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie-
ty of jobs.

Sandwell and West Birming-
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations.

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally.

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations.

This week we highlight:
HOLLY SMITH
A&E Staff Nurse

NHS HEROES
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FREE
Bus Service to

and from College
20+ Routes

students studying
Extended
Diplomas

achieved triple
distinction in 2017

Graded GOOD
in 2017

“the College is a
welcoming, friendly and
inclusive environment”

for student
progression

STUDENTS
ARE AT THE

Excellent
progression routes
to our curriculum
HNC/D courses or
Foundation Degrees

UK No.2
OF ALL WE DO
We have a very
effective range of
support to ensure
everyone succeeds

UNIVERSITY
C E N T R E

Working with
local employers
to get young

people into jobs

Pass rate for
A Level was

98%
in 2017

A LEVEL
SUCCESS

Highly skilled
and supportive

teachers,
outstanding

accommodation
and industry

standard resources
create an excellent
environment to

learn

80%
9 reasonsWHY

YOU SHOULD
CHOOSE

halesowen

college

WHITTINGHAM ROAD, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 3NA www.halesowen.ac.uk

secure your
place

onthe day

Halesowen college

open DAY
saturday
27January 2018

10am - 2pm

SECURE
YOUR
PLACE
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Commercial Feature

A NEW DIRECTION FOR THE QUEENS HEAD!
New manager Kevin would like to
welcome all old and new customers to
The Queens Head.
The Queens Head which is located on Church
Lane, West Bromwich prides itself on the regular
entertainment. You will find Keeley’s Karaoke every
Friday night so if you fancy a sing along why not come
down and it give a go. You will also find some of the
top tribute acts at the Queens Head featuring Ellie
Goulding, Katy Perry along with some of the top acts
in live entertainment on a Saturday night and Sunday
afternoon.
The manager also likes to give the customers
something back for their support so he has introduced
Happy Hour Monday to Friday 3pm until 7pm where
you can get a pint of carling for £2.30 and this has also
become a firm favourite during the entertainment on a
Sunday.

You will find all up to date information on Facebook.
The Queens Head, 101 Church Lane, West Bromwich, B71 1BU

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

101 Church Lane, West Bromwich B71 1BU | 07794 275529

NOW SERVING WEEKLY
GUEST ALE “SADDLERS”

Fri 19th January
Keeleys Karaoke
Sun 21st January

Kezzabelle
Fri 26th January

Keeleys Karaoke
Sat 27th January

Just Bev
Sun 28th January

White Room (Band)

Fri 2nd February
Keeleys Karaoke
Sun 4th February

Hayley
Fri 9th February

Keeleys Karaoke
Sat 10th February

The Wazzocks
Sun 11th February

Wayne Powers

Fri 16th February
Keeleys Karaoke
Sat 17th February

White Room (Band)
Sun 18th February

Joe Elvis
Fri 23rd February
Keeleys Karaoke
Sat 24th February

Just Bev

LIVE EN
THE

QUEENS
HEAD

FREE HOUSE

275529
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ORE’S STRICTLY
FAB-U-LOUS
INSIDE

THEATRE + MUSIC + PUZZLES + TV GUIDE



function
room
for...
Wedding
Receptions,
Birthday
Parties,

Anniversaries
and

Funerals

£4.49 Monday - Saturday
• £6.79 Sunday

Food served : Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30
Sundays 12:00-17:30

Dovecote
The

pub & carvery
Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 0SD

0121 556 0008

7 DAY
CARVERY
7 DAY
CARVERY

Is Your Venue
Holding A

Valentines Event/
Evening ?

Do You Need Help
To Promote This ?

Please Call
Daniel Eccles On

01384 353227
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C
elebrity dancers and their
professional partners
will return to Birmingham
Arena tomorrow Saturday
and Sunday for five
shows.

Strictly Come Dancing fans can feast on the dancing
shoes and sequins of Gemma Atkinson and Aljaž
Skorjanec; Alexandra Burke and Gorka Marquez; Susan
Calman and Kevin Clifton; Davood Ghadami and Nadiya
Bychkova; Joe McFadden and Katya Jones; Debbie
McGee and Giovanni Pernice; and Jonnie Peacock and
Oti Mabuse.
The fabulous celebrities and professional dancers will

be joining the tour judging panel of Craig Revel Horwood,
Bruno Tonioli and Darcey Bussell.
To round off the sparkling line-up, the tour will be

hosted by reigning Strictly Champion Ore Oduba. They
will all be joined by more Strictly professional dancers,
the Strictly singers and the Strictly live band.
For Ore, it’s a dream come true to be involved in the

show once more. He’s a Strictly addict who watches
every minute of every show.
“If there’s a slight mistake, my heart sinks and beats

unhealthily fast. Even before the titles run, I can feel
what the dancers are feeling. What would be funny is if
someone filmed me, Gogglebox-style, watching Strictly.
It’s like a one-man-band of weird.”
Ore admitted he’d missed the show so much that he

jumped at the chance to get involved when he was asked.
“I’m not pining to be doing it again, but if there’s

something I miss it’s the camaraderie and the backstage
buzz. There’s nothing like that buzz.”
One of the most popular performers at Birmingham

Arena will be Debbie McGee. The star was the surprise
package of last year’s show and didn’t realise the
chemistry she’d have with her partner, Giovanni Pernice.
“It’s one in a million. We realised we wanted to dance

together, but I don’t think we realised the absolute
chemistry we’d have.

DESERVED
“There’s a magic that is happening. The other dancers

took the mickey out of us. He really cares, he doesn’t just
care about me, he cares about everybody. He makes
everyone feel special and that’s what Paul used to do,
and that’s what I love about him.
“We’ve laughed about how similar we are. Why does it

happen in life? I don’t know. We just have this incredible
bond. I don’t care because we had the most amazing time
and we said, ‘Lets just enjoy the last three dances’, and
for me, all I wanted to do was to do the best I possibly
could, which I did, so I’m happy. We all deserved to win.
It doesn’t matter because we had a great time.”
Last year’s show was the 15th series of Strictly Come

Dancing and featured winner Joe McFadden along
with runners-up Debbie McGee, Gemma Atkinson and
Alexandra Burke.
Joe says he found himself under pressure during the

TV show. “You’re concentrating on each move. I know
she’s (Katya) got her eyes out looking for me doing it
wrong and having a turned-in foot when it should be
turned out and not having fingers pointed at the end.”
Despite his success in the show, Joe and the runners-

up didn’t stick around to party after the Glitterball
presentation.
“There was a little bit of a party Saturday night. The

four finalists were all so exhausted – I don’t think we
partied very hard. And I of course had the obligatory cold
which descended instantly, the second I won.”
Alexandra Burke made her name on another reality TV

show – The X Factor – and has got engaged since Strictly
ended just before Christmas.
She shared a photo showing her hand with the words

‘I said yes’ written on it, after getting engaged in Paris on
December 18.
“So grateful for this amazing man in my life who has

supported my family and I through so much,” she added.
“We decided to keep this between us for a while to

enjoy this special moment and that’s why we haven’t

said anything . . . Something so amazing honestly felt
so overwhelming because there was only one person I
wanted to call when it happened. I know she is smiling
and very happy for us both - because little did I know she
knew about it.
“For those who guessed and have left such beautiful

messages – thank you. Josh is someone who makes
me so happy and I’ve never felt this kind of love before.
Here’s to an amazing future that’s filled with love, joy and
so much happiness. I love you Joshua Ginnelly. I can’t
wait to see what our future brings and what God provides
for us xxx”
Gemma Atkinson, meanwhile, has fuelled rumours of

romance with Ryan Giggs, since the show ended. The
duo had a lunch date at a restaurant in Manchester, even
though they have denied dating.
Atkinson said she was bored by the speculation:

“Anyone I hang about with of the opposite sex, people
say I’m going out with. Whenever we all go out together
as friends people say we’re in a relationship.”
Atkinson is best known for her role as Lisa Hunter

on Hollyoaks and for the character Tamzin Bayle on
Casualty. She also plays Carly Hope on Emmerdale and
is an ex-glamour model.
The Manchester entertainer rose to fame on Hollyoaks

and her star has continued to rise. She has previously
featured in the reality show Soapstar Superstar as well as
Celebrity Weakest Link and Celebrity Mastermind.

l For more entertainment news and reviews see The
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday.

Let’s dance – Alexandra Burke and
Debbie McGee will perform

If there’s something
I miss it’s the

camaraderie and
the backstage buzz

Why it’s now Strictly
business for Ore
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Violin sensation plays
Vivaldi masterpiece
Acclaimed violinist Joshua Bell will be performing
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons at Symphony Hall,
Birmingham, on Tuesday.
Performing with the Academy of St Martin in the
Fields, his concert will also include works by
Beethoven and Edgar Meyer.
Also at Symphony Hall, the world’s famous brass
band, Black Dyke Band, are in concert on Sunday
afternoon and John Wilson conducts the CBSO for a
Leonard Bernstein programme on Wednesday.

ENERGETIC eight-piece band The Superskas
bring mod and skinhead favourite sounds to the
Robin 2 in Bilston tomorrow night (Friday). There
is plenty for prog rock fans to enjoy at the Mount
Pleasant venue with G2 Definitive Genesis on
Saturday night, then Lifesigns perform tracks from
new album Cardington on Sunday. New Jersey
outfit the Billy Walton Band play on Wednesday
and its jump ‘n’ jive outfit King Pleasure & The
Biscuit Boys with The Miss Fortunes on Thursday.

Superska sounds
start the weekend

TOMORROW night (Friday) the acclaimed
Royal Ballet Sinfonia returns to the
Symphony Hall in Birmingham for their
annual Evening of Music and Dance.
Compered by Birmingham Royal Ballet company

director David Bintley, led by principal conductor Paul
Murphy and joined on stage by BRB dancers, this
event is an extraordinary evening of beautiful music
and stunning dance in one of the best concert halls in
the world.
This year’s programme will include danced excerpts

from Don Quixote, La Fille mal gardée and The
Sleeping Beauty, alongside Humperdinck’s overture
to Hansel and Gretel, Korngold’s suite from the film

The Adventures of Robin Hood and Elgar’s beautiful
miniature, Sospiri. The programme also includes a pas
de deux from Christopher Wheeldon’s After The Rain,
a company premiere for Birmingham Royal Ballet.
This performance will be particularly special

because, after an incredible 18 year career with
Birmingham Royal Ballet, principal dancer Iain Mackay
will give his final performance. He is to dance the
Adagio from Spartacus with Jenna Roberts.
One of Birmingham Royal Ballet’s most valued and

versatile dancers, Iain’s ability to take on everything
from classical princes to intense dramatic roles has
seen him become a firm favourite with audiences
at Birmingham Hippodrome and at the company’s
touring venues across the UK.

There is a blockbuster
2018 ahead at Birmingham
Hippodrome, following the
final performance of the big
festive panto Cinderella on
January 28.
It kicks off with Beautiful The

Carole King Musical (January 31
to February 3), based on the life of
one of America’s finest songwriters.
The West End hit is making a rapid
return to the Hurst Street theatre
following its success there last year.
It stars Bronté Barbé, pictured, as
Carole King.
Dance is always a priority at the

Hippodrome and there is a real
anticipation around the arrival of
Matthew Bourne’s radical reworking
of Cinderella (Feb 6-10) in a London
blitz context. Some may have
seen this stylish ballet when it was
screened by the BBC at Christmas.

Then Birmingham Royal Ballet
return to their home theatre, for the
first time since their festive treat The
Nutcracker, to perform spectacular
family favourite The Sleeping
Beauty (Feb 13-24). The production
harks back to the glory days of
Imperial Russian ballet with a score
by Tchaikovsky and choreography
by Marius Petipa.
February promises to be a funny

month with lots of top one-nighter
comedy, not least Luisa Omielan’s
Dead Funny Birmingham’s Big
Comedy Gala (Feb 28). Confirmed
guests include Sara Pascoe, Nish
Kumar, Tom Allen, Suzi Ruffell and
Ellie Taylor. All proceeds go to
Helena’s Hospice Foundation.
Other laughter makers at the

Hippodrome include Sean Lock
(Feb 27), Dara O’Briain for three
nights from March 1 and Jon
Richardson on March 10.

Opera
takes centre stage when Welsh
National Opera visit with La
Forza del Destino (March 6), Don
Giovanni (Mar 7) and Tosca (Mar 8).
Shiamak Davar, one of the most

sought-after choreographers in
Bollywood, brings the vibrant Spirit
of India with 250 dancers to the
Hippodrome on March 11.
It will be a case of Don’t Cry

For Me Argentina when popular
musical Evita returns (Mar20-24)
and riotous farce with The Play That
Goes Wrong (Mar 27-31).
The first of the mega-shows

arrives in April when evergreen
West End and Broadway hit
Wicked looks at the Oz story from
a different angle, April 4 to 29. The
summer’s big show sees Roald
Dahl, the RSC and Tim Minchin’s
talents combine for Matilda The
Musical from July 3 to September 8.

Beautiful start to
blockbuster year

Iain’s ballet goodbye

Iain Mackay and Jenna Roberts
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KAREN, 50s, divorced, looking for
nice male for friendship/LTR. Text
only replies: 6137012 a
JULIE, 49yrs, recently divorced,
own house car etc. Seeks discreet
man for daytime meetings while the
kids are at school. Week days only.
I will reply to all texts. Text Only.
Box: 4136824 a
NURSE with a little extra time on her
hands looking for genuine romantic
man with GSOH to enjoy fun times.
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No:
429911 a
TABITHA, Jamaican princess!
42yrs, large curvy figure, fabulous
sense of humour and very open
minded to fun. Hoping to chat to
anyone with GSOH. Looks/age/sta-
tus unimportant. Text Only. Box:
4116607 a
LYN 43, divorced very lonely single
mum, young looking, slim, attractive,
WLTM similar male for companion-
ship. Age/looks/Status unimportant.
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No:
429909 a
YAZ, Asian lady, 32yrs, very slim
and pretty. Hoping to meet a strong
minded, dominant, resourceful man.
Mature please 45+ Text Only. Box:
4177148 a
FRAN, 50s, passionate tactile
blonde who knows what she wants,
seeks sincere, unattached male for
intimate times. Tel No: 0906 500
3955 Box No: 429881 a
SOPHIE, 46yrs, attractive profes-
sional lady with time on her hands.
Hoping to meet a nice gent of any
age, text fun, flirt, possible meeting.
Text Only. Box: 4126579 a
LOUISE, 40, elegant genuine
blonde who's been hurt in the past
seeks tall handsome male to be her
Mr Right and much more, 40-65yrs,
Any race/looks. Tel No: 0906 500
3955 Box No: 429829 a
SARAH black lady, works as a
nurse. 48yrs young, hoping to meet
a younger man for some fun. Let me
be your couger and dress me up in
my uniform. Text Only. Box:
4166063 a
DIANE 41, shapely, solvent, blonde
professional lady who sees life as an
adventure, seeks attractive fun male
who can handle a feisty lady. Any
age/status. Tel No: 0906 500 3955
Box No: 429807 a
MELANIE, attractive lady, 38yrs,
hoping to meet a nice chap, any
age, for chats, non complicated
times. Must have great soh, looks
unimportant. Text Only. Box:
4037147 a
IZZY, 52, fun dizzy female, free
again, looking for fun and adventure,
WLTM someone to care for. It could
be you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box
No: 429695 a
DISCREET sensual and loving lady
seeks man 30+ for daytime fun in
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3019
Box: 429849
RENATTA, 55, slim, attractive lady
with long auburn hair just wants to
have a good time with likeminded
older guy up to 75yrs. Looks/Status
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955
Box No: 429791 a
MARRIED lady 39yrs wltm discreet
gent for those intimate little extras.
Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box: 429851
ZENA, 41yrs Sagittarian lady. Tall
brunette with striking blue eyes.
WLTM man 40+ for dates, getting
out and about, nights in, everything
really. NSA ACA. Tel No: 0906 500
3955 Box No: 429755 a

ANNA, 53yrs, attractive blonde lady,
with lovely curves. Seeking man
any age for no strings discreet fun.
Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box: 429721
LINDA, mature artistic lady.
Sensitive and attractive. Sensual
romantic personality. WLTM similar.
Call me if that’s you. Tel No: 0906
500 3955 Box No: 429753 a
AMANDA, 36yrs, attractive lady.
Solvent and well educated and spo-
ken. Feminine figure with large
breasts. Hoping to meet a broad-
minded gent, any age for discreet
relationship. I don't mind if you are
married or single. ACA. Tel: 0906
515 3035 Box: 429287
TINA, black lady, curvy figure.
Homely and kind. If you want love
and friendship, look no further,
phone me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955
Box No: 429751 a
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks no strings
casual fun. I have my own house,
car and am solvent. I’m busty with a
firm figure. You must be open mind-
ed, age/status unimportant. Tel:
0906 515 3015 Box: 427633
RETIRED lady, attractive and kind,
WLTM a warm hearted gentleman
for friendship, socialising. ACA. Tel
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No:
429749 a
MARIELLE, 45yrs, curvy attractive
lady, likes older men. I’m married so
you must be discreet. Lets meet up,
and make each other smile again.
Call me and lets get to know each
other. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box:
426853
TINA, 58yrs, slim, passionate and
kind. Loves eating out. Hoping to
meet gent 55-63. ACA. Tel No: 0906
500 3955 Box No: 429167 a
LIZA, attractive lady seeks male 55-
70. I’m attractive with OHAC and will
return all calls and texts. Tel No:
0906 500 3955 Box No: 429747 a
KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated
brunette seeks no strings mutual
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be dis-
creet, married or single. ACA. Tel:
0906 515 3003 Box 419673
PETITE lady WLTM smart sixty
something cultured gentleman, with
GSOH for friendship and compan-
ionship. Must be honest. Text only
replies. 6130550 a
JANE, young 41, very broadminded
seeks chap any age for discreet no
strings fun, any age, no time
wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515
3011 Box: 409715
IZZY, 52, fun dizzy female, free
again, looking for fun and adventure,
WLTM someone to care for. It could
be you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box
No: 429695 a
EMILY, mature well educated lady,
blonde and smart and broadminded
seeks gent any age for no strings
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box
421375
ALISON, 38, attractive slim, mature
student, passionate about history,
seeks older male for good conversa-
tion, friendship, maybe more. Tel
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No:
429667 a
HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed
brunette with long lets and decent
curves! Looking for a cheeky
adventurous man for fun only. I live
alone so can accommodate and can
travel. Discretion assured. ACA.
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031
Box 426205
HEATHER, single, very attractive
brunette, 34, sensual and interest-
ing, looking to add to life’s experi-
ences and adventures with profes-
sional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955
Box No: 429647 a
CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated,
sophisticated "some call me posh"
married lady, looking for no strings
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515
3027 Box 427533

JAN 47, once bitten twice shy! Just
looking for non complicated fun
times. Attractive, discreet, OHAC,
you won’t be disappointed. Any
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 500
3955 Box No: 429453 a
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive
brunette with own business, seeks
adventurous gent for casual rela-
tionship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box
425979
SARAH 35, recently divorced, slim
5ft 7ins, pretty, seeks male up to
50yrs for meals out hopefully leading
to more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box
No: 429385 a
CARMEL, open minded naughty
lady seeks a broad minded strict
man to unleash her wilder side.
Age/looks unimportant but no time
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 3043
Box 426851
DEBBIE 38, fit size 12, discreet,
WLTM intelligent man for fun rela-
tionship with no ties. Any age. Tel
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No:
429417 a

SINGLE male 51, 5ft 8ins, passion-
ate, affectionate, various interests
indoor & outdoors, wild life & coun-
tryside, seeks slim lady for friend-
ship/relationship. Text only replies:
4362337 a
MALE, 48, 6ft, married, WLTM a
lady any age/status for discreet day-
time fun. Text only replies:
4205286 a
TALL (6ft2), slim, fit, good
looking(ish), n/s, 54yr, seeks like-
minded lady for occasional discreet
indiscretions and adult fun. Text
only replies: 6140848 a
MALE, 5ft 9ins tall, medium build,
grey hair, grey eyes. I am looking for
discreet no strings fun with a lady, 50
to 65 yrs old. Text only replies:
6140930 a
MATTHEW, 38, Christian, regular
church goer, seeks like-minded lady.
Seeks non-smoker, kind, honest
lady for LTR. Text only replies.
Mailbox: 6134936 a
ROYSTON, 65, first time advertiser,
West Brom based, tall, very fit and
agile, N/S, car owner, seeks lady for
going out, relationship etc. Tel No:
0906 500 3955 Box No: 429725 a
GENUINE male, 39, short dark hair,
5ft 8ins. Enjoys sport, gym, walking,
nights out, cinema. Hoping to meet
genuine female. Text only replies.
Mailbox: 5338852 a
SINGLE man, 56yrs, 5'10, average
build, looking to meet lady for fun
times. Nothing complicated. Bored
housewives welcome. Text only
replies. 6134456 a
MALE, 60 & married, seeks lady,
any age/status etc for discreet one to
one liaison. Text only replies.
4252649 a

HEY ladies! Want to know more?
Send me a text! Text only replies.
4461945 a
JEFF, 60s, tall, fit, young outlook,
N/S, car owner, seeks similar lady
for friendship, outings out etc. Tel
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 428175
MALE, mid 50s, N/S, semi retired,
slim build, likes walking, holidays,
occasional drinks, films, good chats,
enjoys life, looking to meet a female,
N/S, 50 plus, for friendship and
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955
Box No: 429637 a
COLIN, 50, seeks kind, caring, lov-
ing cuddly large lady 40-60 for LTR
and love. Likes cuddles and kisses.
Text only replies. Mailbox:
6091169 a
RETIRED fitness instructor 65,
would like to meet lady for friend-
ship, company, on a regular basis.
First ever advert. Beeston area. Text
only replies. Mailbox: 6118348 a
GENT, 65, seeks discreet lady, for
special times, mutually beneficial to
both, with that special lady.
Wolverhampton and surrounding
areas. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box
No: 427529
STEVE, 43 years old, 5ft 7ins, slim,
non-smoker, smart casual dresser
would like to meet a similar lady. Age
and looks unimportant. Text only
replies. Mailbox: 6116902 a
MATURE, oriental female sought by
easygoing male, 73, for NSA friend-
ship. Text only replies. Mailbox:
6117412 a
AMATEUR photographer, single,
seeking bored broad-minded lady to
have some discreet fun with a cam-
era. Text only replies. Mailbox:
6109868 a
100% genuine, good looking blue
eyed guy, 40s, looking to meet a
black or mixed race lady, for
romance and maybe more. Tel No:
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428913 a
64 year old male, WLTM a lady
between 60-75, for friendship and
outings. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box
No: 419929
TALL, dark, attractive Shropshire
male, 57, WLTM an attractive
female, for discreet daytime fun and
excitement. Any age or status. Can
travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box
No: 429301 a
COLIN, 50, kind, loving, seeks kind
loving, cuddly, large lady, 45-55, for
LTR, love and romance. Must like
hugs, kisses, cuddles and holding
hands. Text only replies. Mailbox:
6091169 a
ATTRACTIVE male, 56, 6ft, WLTM
an attractive female, any age, for
discreet fun and intimate times. Tel
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 428109
HI I am a single Indian male in my
50s, and would like to meet a mature
female 55+ for a NSA friendship.
Text only replies. Box no:
4627019 a
WALSALL male, looking for no
strings adult fun, with lady of any
nationality, colour or age. Tel No:
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428773 a
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0844 381 5936
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0906 500 3955

0906 500 3957

REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per
minute plus your phone company’s
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per
message received.

Single Women

REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per
minute plus your phone company’s
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per
message received.

Single Men

Customer support
Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leave
space) and then enter your message & send to
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch...
then send to 80098 Successfully received mes-
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 160
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each
before you can swap contact details. Messages
may be moderated for your safety and security.

follow the simple instructions. You will also
get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT



FIXED PRICE
RECRUITMENT
PACKAGE

FILL YOURNEXT VACANCY
WITHOURBRONZE FIXED PRICE
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE

Bronzepackage includes:

• 5cmx 2 columnadvert in Express & Star (Thursday)

• 5cmx 2 columnadvert in Chronicle of your choice

• Twoweek listing on jobs.expressandstar.com

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified
jobs for 5 nights

• Wewill run the lineage andonline advert on a daily
basis until you fill the vacancy

PackagePrice £399*

Contact Tracey Thompson
on 01902319645or email
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk

*All prices are subject to VAT

BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen
Live. 11.30Mary Berry Everyday. (R)
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News;
Weather. 1.15 Live Snooker: The
Masters. Coverage of the opening semi-
final. 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 BBC News.
5.40 Regional Programme. 5.50 And
They’re Off for Sport Relief.
6.30 Pointless Celebrities. Gail Emms,

Audley Harrison, David Spinx,
Susie Amy, Katy Brand, Brian Belo,
Lisa Maffia and Marvin “Romeo”
Dawkins compete in a quiz for
stars who found fame in the
noughties.

7.20 Wedding DayWinners. Phil and
Beks from Ascot take on Kirsty
and David from Swansea, as
Lorraine Kelly and Rob Beckett
challenge them to compete in a
series of tasks for the chance to
win a televised wedding and a
dream honeymoon. This week’s
celebrity wedding guests are
Jimmy Osmond, McFly’s Tom
Fletcher and Harry Judd, Pussycat
Doll Ashley Roberts, First Dates
maître d’ Fred Sirieix, and
comedian Tom Allen.

8.20 Casualty. Elle and Jacob realise
they must tackle Blake’s problems
head-on when his friend Miles is
admitted to the ED.

9.10 BBC News; Weather.
9.30 Hard Sun. Renko investigates

evidence uncovered by DCS
Roland Bell that suggests Hicks
and Butler were corrupt, but she
faces troubling questions at home
when Daniel, fresh from his visit
by Grace, begins to ask
uncomfortable questions about
both Hard Sun and his father.
Meanwhile, a disillusioned former
aid worker who believes the
apocalyptic warning suffers a
dangerous crisis of faith, and the
spree killer confesses his sins to
his priest, Fr Dennis, but the seal
of the confessional causes
complications for the police
inquiry. Pre-apocalyptic sci-fi
thriller, starring Jim Sturgess and
Agyness Deyn.

10.30Match of the Day. Gary Lineker
presents highlights of the latest
Premier League matches,
including Brighton & Hove Albion
v Chelsea at the AMEX Stadium
and Burnley v Manchester United.

12.00 The NFL Show. 12.30 Film:
Papadopoulos & Sons. (2012) 2.15
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.20 BBC
News.

6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. 7.10 The
Pets Factor. 7.30Matilda and the
Ramsay Bunch. 7.45Matilda and the
Ramsay Bunch. 8.00 The Dengineers.
8.30 Deadly Top 10. (R) 9.00 Robot
Wars. (R) 10.00 Steve Backshall’s
Extreme Mountain Challenge. (R)
11.00 The SnowWolf Family and
Me. (R) 12.00 The Hairy Bikers’
Mediterranean Adventure. (R) 1.00 A
Vicar’s Life. (R) 1.30 Back to the Land
with Kate Humble. (R) 2.30 Trust Me, I’m
a Doctor. (R) 3.00 Tennis: Australian
Open 2018. 4.30 Live Snooker: The
Masters. Hazel Irvine presents
concluding coverage of the opening
semi-final. 5.30 Tom Kerridge: Lose
Weight for Good. (R)
6.00 Hugh’sWildWest. Hugh Fearnley-

Whittingstall’s wildlife-themed
odyssey through the West Country
continues, as he explores the
ancient woods and valleys of
Dartmoor on a mission to find out
more about his favourite garden
bird, the long-tailed tit. Meeting
local naturalist John Walters, he
learns how family life is the key to
survival for these sociable birds,
and with the help of nature expert
Leo Gubert, he manages to track
down a hibernating dormouse.
Plus, a close encounter with some
feisty wood ants.

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel
Irvine presents coverage of the
second semi-final, played over the
best of 11 frames on day seven at
Alexandra Palace in London.
Despite being an invitational event,
this tournament is considered one
of the more prestigious on the
snooker calendar, and with the
winner set to claim a cheque for
£200,000, both of the players in
this contest will be eager to
progress to tomorrow’s final. With
commentary and analysis by Steve
Davis, Ken Doherty, Stephen
Hendry, John Parrott, Dennis
Taylor and John Virgo.

10.30QI XL. Aisling Bea, Russell Brand
and Noel Fielding join Alan Davies
and host Sandi Toksvig for an
extended edition of the
unconventional panel quiz, this
time focusing on “The Occult”.

11.15Performance Live: I Told My Mum
I Was Going on an RE Trip.
Drama, exploring Britain's many
varying attitudes to abortion.

12.00 Snooker: The Masters – Extra.
2.00 This Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street.
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4.
(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story.
(R) 7.05Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!:
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!:
Fangbone. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!:
Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV
News. 9.30 James Martin’s Saturday
Morning. 11.20 The Hungry Sailors. (R)
12.20 Countrywise. (R) 12.50 ITV News;
Weather. 1.00 Dancing on Ice. (R) 3.00
Celebrity Catchphrase. (R) 4.00 Tipping
Point. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R)
6.00 Regional Programme;Weather.
6.05 ITV News; Weather.
6.20 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry

Hill narrates more comical
mishaps filmed by viewers,
including a cat demonstrates CPR
skills, and a holiday-maker who
seems to have forgotten to pack
any clothes.

6.45 Take Me Out. Amodel from the
Wirral, a caricaturist from
Blackpool, a student from London,
and a musician from Brighton all
hope to impress Paddy
McGuinness’s single ladies.

8.00 The Voice UK. EmmaWillis
presents as the coaches preside
over the third round of Blind
Auditions. As always, Jennifer
Hudson, Will.i.am, Tom Jones and
Olly Murs are tasked with
assessing the potential star power
of each contestant based on
nothing but the power of their
singing alone, only catching sight
of each performer once they have
delivered their verdict. The Blind
Auditions represent the concept of
The Voice format at its most pure,
as each of the coaches aim to fill
their teams with genuine
undiscovered talent, before
progressing the competition to its
next stage.

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Keith
Lemon invites Paddy McGuinness,
GreggWallace and Scarlett Moffatt
to guess “who habitates in a house
like this”, as he invades another
three celebrities’ homes.

10.30 ITV News; Weather.
10.45Film: Jaws 3. (1983) Thriller

sequel, starring Dennis Quaid.
12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R)
3.50 ITV Nightscreen.

6.00 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.25
3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.50 The
King of Queens. (R) 7.15 The King of
Queens. (R) 7.40 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 8.05 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 8.35 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.35
Frasier. (R) 10.05 Frasier. (R) 10.35 The
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.05 The Big Bang
Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang Theory.
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R)
1.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 Coast
vs Country. (R) 3.25 A Place in the Sun.
(R) 4.30 A Place in the Sun. (R) 5.30 The
Secret Life of the Zoo. (R)
6.30 Channel 4 News.
7.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy

West and Prunella Scales explore
the Norfolk Broads. This is the first
time the couple have visited the
area, and they learn about the
unique way of life that has
developed over the centuries in
this network of slow-moving
rivers, fens, marshes and
waterlogged woodlands. Their trip
takes them to a marshman’s
cottage, the ruins of St Benet’s
Abbey; and a local Norfolk wherry,
and brings to mind events from
the book Swallows and Amazons.
(R)

8.00 Village of the Year. Five villages
from this week’s heats compete
for a place in the grand final, as
Penelope Keith tasks archaeologist
Alex Langlands, garden designer
Juliet Sargeant and craft expert
Patrick Grant with narrowing the
field in the Western Zone.

9.00 Film: Sicario. (2015) Premiere.
An FBI agent is recruited to join an
elite government task force based
on the border between the US and
Mexico, charged with preventing
drugs being smuggled into the
country. The team is sent on a
secret mission, and the new
recruit is forced to question
everything she believes in order to
survive. Crime drama, starring
Emily Blunt, Josh Brolin and
Benicio Del Toro.

11.25Film: Salt. (2010) A CIA agent
goes on the run after she is
accused of being a sleeper
assassin sent to murder the
Russian president. Action thriller,
starring Angelina Jolie.

1.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA.
(R) 2.05 The Lie Detective. (R) 2.45
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.50 The Autistic
Gardener. (R) 5.45 Draw It! (R)

6.00Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles. 10.40 Pets Make You
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 11.05 Police
Interceptors. (R) 12.05 Police
Interceptors: Fatal Four. (R) 1.05 The
A-Team. (R) 2.05 The A-Team. (R) 3.10
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R)
4.10 Nightmare Tenants, Slum
Landlords. (R) 5.10 Rich House, Poor
House. (R)
6.05 TheWonderful World of Puppies.

The documentary reveals how
dogs learn to communicate with
each other, via everything from
barks to squeaks and yelps, and
subtle gestures with the ears,
eyes, tail and snout.

7.00 Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind
Ups. Joe Pasquale narrates
another selection of pranks pulled
by British celebrities, placing their
fellow stars on the receiving end.
This time, Olly Murs tricks Caroline
Flack with a terrifying driverless
car journey, and mischievous duo
Ant and Dec catch out chat show
host Jeremy Kyle with what might
possibly be the oddest guest he
has ever encountered. Stephen
Mulhern helps rugby star Matt
Dawson prank fellow player Austin
Healey, and Ben Hanlin recalls the
time he persuaded Rylan Clark-
Neal into taking a memorable lift
ride.

8.00 Blind Date. A dental manager
must choose between a picture
framer, a health care worker and a
sausage maker, and in a Blind Date
first, a past contestant is stood up
by his date; 5 NewsWeekend.

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship.
Colin Murray introduces highlights
from the weekend’s games in the
Championship, including
Wolverhampton Wanderers v
Nottingham Forest and Leeds
United v Millwall.

9.55 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin
Murray introduces all the goals
from the weekend’s games in
Leagues One and Two, including
AFCWimbledon v Blackpool and
Plymouth Argyle v Wigan Athletic.

10.25Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights
of the housemates’ past 24 hours
under the all-seeing eye of Big
Brother, as they try to get used to
living alongside one another.

11.30The X-Files. The sci-fi mystery
drama returns. Gillian Anderson
and David Duchovny star. (R)

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind
Closed Doors. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken
History 8.00 Alaska – Earth’s Frozen
Kingdom 9.00 Spiral 10.55 The Vietnam
War 11.50 Top of the Pops: 1985 12.30
Neil Sedaka: King of Song 1.30 Neil
Sedaka Says: All You Need Is the Music
2.15 Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken
History 3.15 Close
ITV2
11.25 Take Me Out 12.40 You’ve Been
Framed! Gold 1.15 Film: St Trinian’s 2:
The Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 2.15
FYI Daily 2.20 Film: St Trinian’s 2: The
Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 3.20
Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 4.20 FYI Daily
4.25 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 5.25
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers (2002) 6.25 FYI Daily 6.30 Film:
The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
(2002) 9.00 Film: Fast & Furious (2009)
10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: Fast &
Furious (2009) 11.10 Family Guy 12.05
American Dad! 1.05 Release the Hounds
2.05 Ibiza Weekender 2.55 Teleshopping
ITV3
1.55 Rosemary & Thyme 2.55 Film:
Columbo Goes to the Guillotine (1989)
4.55Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis
1.00 On the Buses 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen
2.30 Teleshopping
ITV4
11.50 FYI Daily 11.55 Film: Superman
(1978) 1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Ascot.
Coverage of today’s race meetings at
Ascot and Haydock Park. 4.00 Film:
Goldfinger (1964) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10
Film: Goldfinger (1964) 6.15 Pawn Stars
7.15 Film: Police Academy 3: Back in
Training (1986) 8.25 FYI Daily 8.30 Film:
Police Academy 3: Back in Training
(1986) 9.00 Film: The Blues Brothers
(1980) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: The
Blues Brothers (1980) 11.40 Film:
Beetlejuice (1988) 12.50 FYI Daily 12.55
Film: Beetlejuice (1988) 1.35 Car Crash
Global: Caught on Camera 2.35 Tommy
Cooper 3.00 Teleshopping
E4
12.30 Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks:
The Squeakquel (2009) 2.20 Rude(ish)
Tube Shorts 2.30 The Goldbergs 5.00
The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: The
Karate Kid (2010) 10.40 Gogglebox
12.50 Rude Tube 1.55 Gogglebox 2.55
First Dates 3.50 How I Met Your Mother
Film4
11.00 The SpongeBob SquarePants
Movie (2004) 1.00 Vice Versa (1988)
2.55 Fantastic Voyage (1966) 5.00
Congo (1995) 7.15 Source Code (2011)
9.00 The Abyss (1989) 11.45 The Piper
(2015) 1.55 Intruders (2011) 4.00 Close

TakeMeOut
(ITV, 6.45pm)
Paddy McGuinness continues
to arrangemore dates for his
returning panel of 30 single
girls. This time, the Love Lift
delivers a model from the
Wirral, a caricaturist from
Blackpool, a student from
London, and amusician from
Brighton. If any of thesemen
are to secure a chance at love,
they must first impress the
single ladies enough for them to
signal their approval by keeping
their lights on.

Paddy McGuinness
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Advertise your business
on the Express & Star website
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To find out how you can benefit call
MNA Digital on 01902 319730

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30Match of the Day.
(R) 9.00 The AndrewMarr Show. 10.00
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R)
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15Money
for Nothing. (R) 2.15 Escape to the
Country. (R) 3.15 Lifeline. 3.25 Big Cats.
(R) 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 The
Coronation. (R)
6.00 BBC News.
6.20 Regional Programme.
6.30 Countryfile. Anita Rani visits

Leicester to discover why spring
plants are flowering in winter in
the city. She also pays a visit to the
city’s university to learn about
Britain’s 300 species of rare
plants. John Craven attends the
building of a new birdwatching
hide at Rutland Water, and Tom
Heap examines the challenges
faced by rural fire services.

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville
encourages Gastric to enter an art
competition, and faces the
challenge of selling a box full of
mysterious tins, despite not
knowing what they contain.

8.00 Call the Midwife. New series. A
newmidwife joins the team as the
area is rocked by power cuts and
blizzards, but she falls ill as soon
as she arrives and soon has to
assist with a difficult birth.

9.00 McMafia. Semiyon’s fortunes
seem to be on the rise – until he is
arrested in Tel Aviv. Alex and
Rebecca announce their
engagement, and Lyudmilla sees a
chance to regain her freedom.

10.00BBC News.
10.20Regional Programme.
10.30Match of the Day 2.Mark

Chapman reviews the day’s
Premier League action, featuring
highlights of Sunday’s only game
– Southampton v Tottenham
Hotspur at St Mary’s Stadium.

11.20Man Like Mobeen. Eight learns
that his father is dying. When
Mobeen agrees to visit him one
last time, he is unprepared for the
terrible secret he learns and the
favour the old man has to ask.

11.40Man Like Mobeen. An anti-Islam
march comes through the
neighbourhood, and Mobeen ends
up sharing a police van with the
leader when he takes the blame for
Aks’ counter-protest. Last in the
series.

12.05Weather for the Week Ahead.
12.10 BBC News.

6.15 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.35
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.20
Gardeners’ World. (R) 7.50 Greatest
Gardens. (R) 8.20Monty Don’s Paradise
Gardens. (R) 9.20 Countryfile. (R) 10.15
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.45 Food
& Drink. (R) 12.15MOTD2 Extra. 1.00
Live Snooker: The Masters. Coverage of
the opening eight frames of the final.
5.15 Ski Sunday.
6.00 Tennis: Australian Open 2018.

Kat Downes presents action from
day seven of the opening Grand
Slam tournament of the year,
which takes place at Melbourne
Park, and featured the latest
fourth-round matches.

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel
Irvine presents concluding
coverage of the final from
Alexandra Palace, London, where
a maximum of 11 frames will be
played to decide this year’s
champion. Last year’s showpiece
match was a closely fought
contest, with Ronnie O’Sullivan
claiming a 10-7 victory over Joe
Perry to win the competition for a
record-breaking seventh time,
putting him ahead of Stephen
Hendry in the all-time list. With
commentary and analysis by Steve
Davis, Ken Doherty, Stephen
Hendry, John Parrott, Dennis
Taylor and John Virgo.

11.00The Mash Report. Nish Kumar
and a cast of comedy
correspondents present the
satirical and surreal take on the
week’s news. (R)

11.30 Insert Name Here. Comedy panel
game in which host Sue Perkins
asks teams captained by Richard
Osman and JoshWiddicombe to
answer questions about famous
people who share a name. (R)

12.00 Film: All Good Things. (2010) The
heir of a wealthy family marries a medical
student, but is suspected of murdering
her when she disappears without trace.
Crime drama, starring Ryan Gosling and
Kirsten Dunst. 1.35 Film: Good Morning
Karachi. (2013) A Pakistani woman
hopes to pursue a career as a model
despite disapproval from her mother and
rising tensions in the country. Drama,
with Amna Ilyas and Beo Raana Zafar.
3.00 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical
debate from Hereford. (R) 4.00 Holby
City. Essie struggles to use her head over
her heart as she gets involved with
Gaskell’s trial, and Oliver is transferred to
AAU for a change of scene. (R) 4.55 This
Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street.
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4.
(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story.
(R) 7.05Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!:
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!:
Ben 10. 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!:
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart.
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 River Monsters.
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The
Martin Lewis Money Show. (R) 11.25
The Voice UK. (R) 12.55 ITV News;
Weather. 1.00 Britain’s Best Walks with
Julia Bradbury. (R) 1.30 Britain’s
Brightest Family. (R) 2.00 The Cruise:
Return to the Mediterranean. (R) 2.30
Film: Kindergarten Cop. (1990) Comedy,
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. 4.35
Regional Programme ; Weather.4.45 ITV
News; Weather. 5.00 The Chase:
Celebrity Special. (R)
6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield

and Holly Willoughby present
disco week, as the remaining 11
celebrities and their professional
partners perform to impress
judges Jayne Torvill, Christopher
Dean, Ashley Banjo and Jason
Gardiner and avoid having to
compete in a skate-off to remain in
the contest for another week.

8.10 Vera. Amother of two is found
murdered in her back garden. Vera
and Aiden investigate the case,
and delve into the disturbing
secrets and ongoing conflicts that
lurk beneath the surface of the
victim’s seemingly peaceful
suburban community. The case
takes a more complicated turn
when the dead woman’s estranged
family make an unexpected
reappearance, and while several of
her neighbours may have had
cause to carry out a crime of
passion, her relatives may have
had compelling motives of their
own to kill. Guest starring Rita
Tushingham.

10.10 ITV News; Weather.
10.25Peston on Sunday. Political

magazine, presented by Robert
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R)

11.25Next of Kin.Mona travels to
Lahore to identify Kareem’s body
and though the trip presents an
opportunity to meet Danny, it
instead leads her into grave danger
in a remote corner of the city. (R)

12.20 Great Art. (R) 1.10 Jackpot247.
3.00 Sunday Night at the Palladium. (R)

6.10 Jamie’s Comfort Food. (R) 6.20 The
King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The King of
Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and
Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.30 The
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R)
2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 Film:
Capture the Flag. (2015) Premiere.
Animated sci-fi adventure, with the voice
of Sam Fink. 4.50 Film: Aladdin. (1992)
Disney animated adventure, with the
voice of Robin Williams.
6.35 Channel 4 News.
7.00 Posh Pawn. New series.

Memorabilia expert Lawrence’s
knowledge of cars is put to the test
as James gets his hands on an
E-Type Jaguar worth over
£100,000. Plus, Claudia values a
customer’s extravagant impulse
buy and Lawrence goes to
Hertfordshire to appraise some
unusual artwork.

8.00 The Biggest Little Railway in the
World. The train struggles to
cross the first hill on the line –
which is only a gentle incline
compared to the vast rises to
come. The team also needs to
build a track-stabilising device to
prevent the train from falling over,
while Claire comes across a rocky
stream near Fort Augustus, and
makes plans to build a curving
trestle bridge.

9.00 SAS: Who Dares Wins. The
recruits are divided into two teams
for a series of challenges designed
to test both their ability to bond as
a group, including a time trial run
across the Sahara Desert.

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown.
Jimmy Carr hosts as Jon
Richardson and Joe Wilkinson
take on guest captain Kevin
Bridges and Jessica Knappett. Dr
John Cooper Clarke helps out in
Dictionary Corner. (R)

10.55Film: Season of the Witch. (2011)
Two knights escort a suspected
witch to trial during the Black
Death, but are not prepared for the
powers she possesses. Fantasy
adventure, with Nicolas Cage and
Ron Perlman.

12.45 Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners.
(R) 1.40 The Lie Detective. (R) 2.25
Grand Designs Australia. (R) 3.20
Location, Location, Location. (R) 4.15
KOTV Boxing Weekly. 4.45 Coast vs
Country. (R)

6.00Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.20 Poppy
Cat. (R) 6.35Wissper. (R) 6.40
Milkshake! Bopping About. (R) 6.45
Simon. (R) 6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.00
Paw Patrol. (R) 7.10 Thomas & Friends.
(R) 7.20 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.30 Olly the
Little White Van. (R) 7.40 Blaze and the
Monster Machines. (R) 8.00 Paw Patrol.
(R) 8.20 Nella the Princess Knight. 8.35
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.50 Ben
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 Digby
Dragon. (R) 9.40 Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles. 10.15 Football on 5: The
Championship. (R) 11.10 Football on 5:
Goal Rush. (R) 11.45 Police
Interceptors. (R) 12.45 Film: Pixels.
(2015) Sci-fi comedy, starring Adam
Sandler. 2.35 Film: Big Daddy. (1999)
Comedy, starring Adam Sandler. 4.15
Film:Mr Deeds. (2002) Romantic
comedy remake, starring Adam Sandler
and Winona Ryder. 5.20 5 News Update.
5.25 Film:Mr Deeds. (2002) Concluded.
6.00 Film: Robin Hood: Prince of

Thieves. (1991) An English
nobleman returns home from the
crusades to find his father has
been murdered and the local
people are repressed by the
tyrannical rule of the Sheriff of
Nottingham. Branded an outlaw,
he recruits a group of bandits to
fight for justice and protect the
downtrodden. Action adventure,
starring Kevin Costner, Alan
Rickman, Morgan Freeman and
Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio.

7.00 5 News Update.
7.05 Film: Robin Hood: Prince of

Thieves. (1991) Concluded.
8.55 5 NewsWeekend.
9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights

of another day for the illustrious
inhabitants as they cope with the
day-to-day complications of life
under the all-seeing eye of Big
Brother, while also dealing with
one another’s quirks and foibles.

10.00Film: Life As We Know It. (2010)
Two people who do not get on are
forced to live together when they
are named guardians of their dead
friends’ baby daughter. Comedy,
starring Katherine Heigl and Josh
Duhamel.

12.10 Film: That’s My Boy. (2012)
Comedy, starring Adam Sandler and
Andy Samberg. 2.15 SuperCasino. 3.10
GPs: Behind Closed Doors. (R) 4.00 Get
Your Tatts Out: Kavos Ink. 4.45 House
Doctor. (R) 5.10Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.35
Divine Designs. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University
Challenge 8.00 The Tea Trail with Simon
Reeve 9.00 Hunt v Lauda: F1’s Greatest
Racing Rivals 10.00 Film: Before the
Winter Chill (2013) 11.40 Natural World
12.40 Hunt v Lauda: F1’s Greatest Racing
Rivals 1.40 The Tea Trail with Simon
Reeve 2.40 Art, Passion & Power: The
Story of the Royal Collection 3.40 Close
ITV2
12.25 Take Me Out 1.45 The Voice UK
3.20 Film: The Flintstones (1994) 4.20
FYI Daily 4.25 Film: The Flintstones
(1994) 5.05 Film: The Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King (2003) 6.05 FYI
Daily 6.10 Film: The Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King (2003) 9.00 Ibiza
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30
American Dad! 12.30 Film: Zack and Miri
Make a Porno (2008) 1.30 FYI Daily 1.35
Film: Zack and Miri Make a Porno (2008)
2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2
Nightscreen
ITV3
11.55 Foyle’s War 6.00 Agatha Christie’s
Marple 8.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love
of Dogs 9.00 Tonight at the London
Palladium 10.00 Birds of a Feather 11.00
Film: The Sting (1973) 1.30 Blue Murder
2.50 Rosemary & Thyme 3.40 Road to
Avonlea 5.25 On the Buses 5.55 ITV3
Nightscreen
ITV4
12.00 Film: Superman (1978) 1.20 FYI
Daily 1.25 Film: Superman (1978) 3.00
Film: Police Academy 3: Back in Training
(1986) 4.00 FYI Daily 4.05 Film: Police
Academy 3: Back in Training (1986) 4.40
Film: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 5.40
FYI Daily 5.45 Film: Ferris Bueller’s Day
Off (1986) 6.45 Hornblower 9.00 Film:
Unknown (2011) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10
Film: Unknown (2011) 11.20 Film:
Scarface (1983) 12.20 FYI Daily 12.25
Film: Scarface (1983) 2.35 The
Protectors 3.00 Teleshopping
E4
11.00Melissa & Joey 1.30 Film: Escape
from Planet Earth (2013) 3.10 Rude(ish)
Tube Shorts 3.30 The Big Bang Theory
9.00 Film: Lockout (2012) 10.55 The Big
Bang Theory 11.55 Gogglebox 2.05
Rude Tube 3.00 First Dates 3.50
Hollyoaks
Film4
11.00 Support Your Local Sheriff!
(1969) 1.00 Stuart Little 2 (2002)
2.35 One Fine Day (1996) 4.45 Cheaper
By the Dozen 2 (2005) 6.40 A Good Year
(2006) 9.00 Avatar (2009) 12.10 Priest
(2011) 1.55 Les Combattants (2014)
4.00 Close

Call theMidwife
(BBC1, 8pm)
New series. A newmidwife joins
the team as the area is rocked
by power cuts and blizzards.
The new arrival is delayed by
the weather and falls ill as soon
as she arrives. However, she is
quickly dragged from her sick
bed to assist with a difficult
birth. Nurse Crane and Dr
Turner treat an elderly cancer
patient who faces losing her
house due to slum clearances,
and try to convince Sergeant
Woolf to allow her to die at
home. Jenny Agutter, Leonie
Elliott, Linda Bassett, Judy
Parfitt, Helen George, Laura
Main, Victoria Yeates and
Annabelle Apsion star.

Linda Bassett
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Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units
Leaks, seals and drafts

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM
Rectification of badly fitted installations
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Over 25 years experience – COMPETITIVE PRICES!!!
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on

01384 456490 or 07976 227034

Window and Door Repairs

CLUTCHES FROM £100!!
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S,
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 

makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed

Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts

 0121 572 1253 

STAR CLUTCHES LTD & 
REPAIR CENTRE

163 Great Bridge Street B70 0DJ

www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 

EXCLUSIVE
50% OFF 
VIDEO OFFERS

Call 01902 319730  quote ‘offer50’ to receive saving

VIDEO ADVERT was £699* now £349
CORPORATE VIDEO was £799* now £399

FILM CHOICES Honouring the best of the
best in the TV world

The National Television Awards 2018, Tuesday, ITV, 7.30pm

We love the Oscars, Golden
Globes and Emmys - the
Baftas aren’t half bad either.

But our favourite film or TV-related
gong-giving ceremony of all has to
be The National Television Awards.
Why? The answer is simple:

because every award is voted for by
the people who really count - those
of us who tune in at home.
Forget the critics or the

contributors’ fellow cast and crew
members, it’s the folk who watch
the shows whose opinions count
the most, because without them,
there would be no programmes to
start off with.
So if your favourite doesn’t bag a

trophy on the night, you only have
yourself to blame for not backing
them.
Many critics believe we’re in a

golden age of TV, and it’s hard to
disagree with them. The rise and
rise of on demand services means
that big guns such as the BBC, ITV,
Channel 4 and Sky have had to
raise their games to compete with
Netflix and Amazon.

As a result, we’ve seen some
cracking shows this year, from the
final instalment of Broadchurch to a
fond farewell to Peter Capaldi’s
tenure in Doctor Who, not to
mention The Great British Bake
Off’s move to Channel 4.
Many believed that the latter

would be a flop after original hosts
Mel Giedroyc and Sue Perkins and
judge Mary Berry quit. However,
their replacements – Sandi Toksvig,
Noel Fielding and Prue Leith – have
more than filled their shoes and, if
anything, the programme is better
than ever.
Bake Off is in the running for the

Challenge Show title, and if it
doesn’t beat Love Island,
MasterChef and I’m a Celebrity…
Get Me Out of Here! we’ll eat our
hats, providing they’re covered in
spun sugar and don’t have soggy
bottoms, of course.
The biggest change in the

proceedings comes with the
creation of a Crime Drama category
to reflect just howmany such shows
are produced these days – as well
as their overwhelming popularity.

Broadchurch, Line of Duty, Little
Boy Blue and Sherlock are all in the
running, but it’s left the good, old-
fashioned Drama section a little light
on quality, with Call the Midwife,
Casualty, Doctor Foster, Game of
Thrones and Liar as the nominees.
All are decent enough, but with

less to choose from it’s what’s
missing that is baffling – where are
Taboo, The Moorside and Three
Girls, for starters?
But then that can often be the joy

of such ceremonies – the arguing
about who or what is missing, and
who or what should have been the
winner; it’s the kind of debate
between friends that can last a very
long time indeed.
Phillip Schofield, Tom Hardy,

Sheridan Smith, David Tennant,
Peter Kay’s Car Share, Gogglebox,
Loose Women and Coronation
Street are also up for awards on the
night.
Another change involves

renaming one trophy The Bruce
Forsyth Entertainment Award after
the legendary performer.

MONDAY
A Stranger with My Kids, Channel 5, 3.15pm
Single mother Karen hires male nanny Alex to help
with her two young sons, but he has other plans and
wants her family as his own. Thriller, starring Ashley
Scott and Mitch Ryan. (2017)

TUESDAY
Dance Night Obsession, Channel 5, 3.15pm
A professional dancer on a popular TV competition is
murdered and one of her colleagues seems to have a
mysterious stalker who is intent on forcing her off the
show, but it soon becomes clear the killer wants her
dead too. Thriller, starring Sabrina Bryan. (2016)

WEDNESDAY
The Danish Girl, ITV, 10.45pm
Artist Gerda Wegener unveils a portrait of her
husband Einar dressed as a woman in 1920s
Copenhagen. Einar realises that the woman in the
painting is his true identity, and decides to become
one of the first people to undergo sex reassignment
surgery. Period drama based on David Ebershoff’s
novel inspired by the true story of artist Lili Elbe,
starring Eddie Redmayne and an Oscar-winning Alicia
Vikander. (2015)

THURSDAY
Driven Underground, Channel 5, 3.15pm
After her teenage daughter becomes a key witness to
a mob killing and she suspects a leak inside the
police force, a single mother takes her family to live in
Oregon. However, as they struggle to adjust to their
new life, both the police and and the killers start a
nationwide search for them. Drama, starring Kristy
Swanson, Emily Tennant and Lochlyn Munro. (2015)

FRIDAY
Drive, BBC2, 11.05pm
A stuntman who moonlights as a getaway driver tries
to protect the wife and child of an imprisoned criminal.
When the convict is released, the driver tries to
convince him to give up his life of crime for his family’s
sake, but when they work together on a robbery, they
end up drawn into a conflict with the Mafia. Crime
drama, with Ryan Gosling, Carey Mulligan and Bryan
Cranston. (2011)

Drive, Friday, BBC2, 11.05pm

MONDAY
Surgeons: At the Edge of Life
BBC2, 9pm
Although not for the squeamish, let alone those
who have a procedure planned in the next few
months, this documentary series has been riveting.
It concludes with an episode entitled The Pioneers,
which focuses on some of the clinical trials being
carried out at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
Birmingham. Cameras track three trials at the
vanguard of medicine, on donor livers, implantable
microphones and prostate cancer, while viewers
learn what it’s like to take part in this kind of
experimental treatment - for both surgeons and
patients.With specialist fixed-rig cameras, head-
cams and microscope feeds, we once more learn
more about the miracles that take place on Britain’s
operating tables every single day. Once again, it
proves that for sheer drama, these particular
theatres take some beating.

TUESDAY
Love and Hate Crime
BBC1, 10.45pm
This fascinating series originated on BBC3 and
offers an insight into some of the hate crimes
committed in the US every year. Last week focused
on a young man who murdered his lover in a fit of

rage after discovering she was transgender. This
time the focus is on the murder of James
Andersion, a black man who was mowed down by
a gang of white youths travelling in a truck; an
incident described as a modern-day lynching by the
media. Here, cameras follow the story of 18-year-
old Sarah Graves, who was in the vehicle, as she
faces trial. There’s also an insight into how what
has happened has impacted on her family and how
she became involved with a racist group, as well as
a look at the case from the perspective of the
police and Anderson’s loved ones.

WEDNESDAY
Stealing Van Gogh
BBC2, 9pm
Andrew Graham-Dixon is currently
appearing on BBC Four every Tuesday
evening as presenter of Art, Passion
& Power: The Story of the Royal
Collection, but he’s also found the
time to front this fascinating
documentary. It takes an in-depth
look at the true story behind the
greatest art heist of the 21st
century to date, which involved the
theft of two valuable paintings
from the Van Gogh Museum in

Amsterdam in December 2002; they were
eventually recovered in Naples more than a decade
after the crime took place. Graham-Dixon’s
exploration takes him across Europe where he
meets the detectives involved in cracking the case,
as well as art experts and prosecutors who reveal

exactly what happened to the
masterpieces.

THURSDAY
Big Cats
BBC1, 8pm
The final documentary
focuses on the scientists who
are studying wild cats in more

detail than ever before -
and the ground-breaking
discoveries they are
making. Professor Alan
Wilson has been
researching the
cheetah, using
hi-tech collars to
rewrite what is
understood about

the fastest animal on
land - revealing
that its speed is

not its greatest weapon. There is also a look at cat
conservation, with stories including that of the
Iberian lynx. Just five years ago this was considered
the rarest cat on the planet. Now, thanks to a
captive breeding programme, numbers are
increasing in the wild. Last in the series.

Death in Paradise
BBC1, 9pm
DI Mooney and the team become embroiled in the
mysterious world of faith healing when a blind
woman dies while being treated by renowned
healer Steadman King.When it turns out the victim
was poisoned, all eyes turn to Steadman and his
cup of holy water. But how could the prime suspect
have carried out the deed in front of an audience
without anyone noticing? Meanwhile, JP is put
through his paces when Pico the police dog joins
the team on a week-long trial, and Florence tries to
recreate some of Jack’s home comforts.

FRIDAY
Costa Del Celebrity
Channel 5, 8pm
Anne Diamond, Nick Owen, Ainsley Harriott, Vicki
Michelle and Christine Hamilton end their Spanish
adventure at a family-run vineyard during the grape
harvest. Last in the series.Death in Paradise, Thursday, BBC1, 9pm
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celebrating
success

Sponsors Associate sponsors

Check out the categories:
• Best Use of Technology
• Business Person of the Year
• Business of the Year
• Community Champion
• Family Business of the Year
• Growth & Innovation Award
• Manufacturing Champion
• Micro Business of the Year
• Small to Medium Sized

Business of the Year
• Tradesperson of the Year
• Young Business of the Year

want to raise
the profile
of your company?

enter the
region’s premier
business awards

For details go to businessawards.expressandstar.com

Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56,
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment)

To subscribe call our free customer
care hotline on 0800 146 540

HALF PRICE
SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P)

Chloe Steadma

PANTO PAR

TETTENHA
Fee-fi-fo-fum – a giant of a Grand Theatre pantomim
Jack and the Beanstalk at The Mount Hotel. Followin
were seated in the Great Hall for a fun-filled evening
Owen. Stars, including former Emmerdale actress L
Cole, chatted to Nick about their panto roles and car
will play the lead part, was unable to attend as he w
of the laughs were reserved for the Black Country’s
who will appear as the Trot family’s lazy next door n
Pictures: Submitted

Humphries, Andy Goulding.

78 SOCIAL SCENE

an James Wigley

Lisa Riley.

RTY
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mewas launched by the cast of
ng selfies with the Giant, guests
g compered by newsreader Nic
Lisa Riley and The Bill’s Graham
reers. Singer Gareth Gates, wh
as touring with Footloose. M
national treasure Doreen Tip
eighbour.

Sophie Ellis-Bextoh

MY MAKE-UP mustsNo7 Metallic Eyes Pencil£7.50 from Boots“No7 have got an amazing range of l
colours. There a

BEAUTY 51

Maddy Lanca.

t ling

MOTORING 123

y
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in nice greens and purppretty; that’s something yoevery day to get a bi

S equins andmetallic shinegive these decadentpieces the glam factor.
Wow in a figure-hugging bodycon
number, flatter your curves in a skater
style dress with floral gold design
or bedazzle in a sequin jacket. Bling
accessories like a glitter cross body bag
will complete the look. Whatever you
wear, you’re sure to be worth your weight
in gold!

All that glitters really is gold,
writesHeather Loat

1

4

2

44 FASHION

Biba, £99, www.houseoffraser.co.uk. 2.Marty mini metallic clutch, £35,

3. Valencia rose gold embellished bodycon, £100, www.prettylittlething.com.

heel, £241, www.chiemihara.com. 5. Scarlet sequin skirt, £99,

Glitter cross body bag, £15.99, www.newlook.com. 7.Metallic dress, £32,

m. 8. Sweetheart neck, skater dress by Debut, £130, www.debenhams.com.

9, www.wallis.co.uk. 10. Sparkly, gold sequin jacket, £55, cottontraders.com
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CELEBRATING THE CITY AND BEYOND

Heartwarming tales from
Tettenhall Rotary’s Santa

URBAN
beauty

Rising artist finds
inspiration on
city’s streets

SPILLING
theBEANS
Gareth Gates
can’t wait to
play Jack in
Grand panto

Festive
fashion
Get ready
to sparkle

Christmas
CHEER
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golf club
bistro well
above par
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Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION:

Fill in the grid
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains
all the digits
from 1 to 9.

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS >

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
T C O W F D L J E V K H G
Y U X A I M S R Q Z P B N
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22
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25
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R

U
Across Down
Quick Clues:

7. Shove (5)

8. Notice (7)

9. Feat (7)

10. Change (5)

12. Irreverence (10)

15. All-knowing (10)

18. Unmoving (5)

19. Zeal (7)

21. Detergent (7)

22. Circular (5)

1. Fawning (10)
2. Break out (5)
3. Nought (4)
4. Janitor (6)
5. Thug (8)
6. Inscribed (7)

11. Backward (10)
13. Cheeky (8)
14. Unbeliever (7)
16. Acquaint (6)
17. Fashion (5)
20. Unusual (4)

LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Starboard; 8 Ado; 9 Seat
of power; 11 Lectern; 12 Guest; 13 Orient;
15 Prison; 17 Tenet; 18 Reprove; 20 Arctic 
ocean; 22 Eel; 23 Dissenter.  Down: 2 Tie;
3 Broke; 4 Alpine; 5 Dowager; 6 Barber’s pole;
7 Constance; 10 Auction sale; 11 Lion-tamer;
14 Noticed; 16 Armies; 19 Probe; 21 Aye. 
QUICK - Across: 1 Advantage; 8 Nil;
9 Impertinent; 11 Harness; 12 Eerie; 13 Leeway;
15 Strove; 17 Cruel; 18 Cutlass; 20 Lawlessness;
22 Sol; 23 Dangerous.  Down: 2 Dim; 3 Nerve;
4 Amidst; 5 Element; 6 Interrogate; 7 Blameless;
10 Perpetually; 11 Holocaust; 14 Allowed;
16 Screen; 19 Taste; 21 Sou.

Across Down
Cryptic Clues:

Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid.

7. Greek character 
featured in some 
games (5)

8. Not in the list of 
actors for “The 
Exile” (7)

9. & 10Ac.  Finish no 
bar tending, in a 
way (5,2,2,3)

10. See 9 Across.
12. Strange silent seas 

are indispensable 
(10)

15. How the standard 
is raised at the 
passing-out 
parade! (2,4-4)

18. Takes a translation 
of the poet (5)

19. See 21 Across.
21. & 19Ac.  To whom 

events are crystal 
clear? (7-7)

22. Join the forces and 
work in the mess 
(5)

1. Presumably 
it’s not for the 
single-minded 
conversationalist 
(6,4)

2. Right time arranged 
to send to another 
court (5)

3. Disreputable crowd 
to go in Scotland (4)

4. Suffering from 
depression - got up 
after the doctor is 
seen (6)

5. Fabulous island 
found when the 
ocean’s end is 
changed (8)

6. Arrived with the 
artist’s equipment 
for pictures (7)

11. Upset when 
locks have been 
removed? (10)

13. Has an open-air 
stall and disposes 
of the stock (5,3)

14. It provides 
entertainment at 
playtime (7)

16. Molecular structure 
to be of importance 
(6)

17. See 20 Down.
20. & 17Dn.  Fail to 

make a red card 
and become 
discouraged (4,5)

Codeword

SudokuDouble Crossword

1. Which London theatre was founded in 1818 
as the Coburg?

2. Who described the poorest of the poor as 
the lumpenproletariat?

3. Which Lost Generation novelist wrote 
Manhattan Transfer?

4. What is the administrative centre of 
Dorset?

5. Who wrote Lord of the Rings?

6. In Greek mythology, what were the fifty 
daughters of Doris called?

7. From what is the antibiotic melittin 
extracted?

8. Who, according to the Bible, said ´Ecce 
Homo’?

9. What does the soya bean product TVP 
stand for?

10. In which year was the cricket World Cup 
first held?

Last week’s solutions:

Quiz: 1 Old Moore’s Almanac; 2 CS gas; 

3 Eugene Ionesco; 4 Washington DC; 

5 Radio 5 Live; 6 Sinclair Lewis; 7 Cardinal 

Wolsey; 8 Harare; 9 Louis XVI; 10 A beetle.

Niner:  SINGAPORE

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

163276 gives a cat,
9245696 gives a type of cat,
5648 gives cat food.

NinerQuiz

brain gym No.463
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TheRoyalCapitalsofSSfScandinaviaDubrovnikDiscoveryCruise HighlightsofCorsica LittleTrainsofAustria

The Express & Star

For more information
or to book, please call:

or visit us
online at

Quote
OMRT03300 130 051 033 numbers are free within

inclusive minutes packages
otherwise standard rates apply. omegabreaks.com/RT ABTANo. V4782

in association with

Prices correct at the timeof publication, subject to fluctuation andavailability. The final pricewill dependonyour chosen airport, airline andflight time. Air holidayoperated byOmegaHolidays underATOLNo.6081. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors andomissions excepted. Prices shownare per person, based
on twopeople sharing adbl/twin room. Single supplements apply.

WOL_2018-01-15_WalsallChronicle_18x8 (1)_Omega RT

DudleyChronicle

Your Chronicle

Departing Wednesday 4 Jul
from Birmingham (BHX)

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Copenhagen incl. transfers
� 1 piece of hold luggage per person
� 3 nights DBB at the Scandic Sydhavnen Hotel,

Copenhagen
� 2 nights DBB at the Scandic Ambassadeur Hotel,

Drammen
� 2 nights DBB at the Park Inn Hammarby Sjöstad,

Stockholm
� Guided city tours of Copenhagen, Oslo & Stockholm
� Services of a tour manager

Scandinavia
Royal Capitals

£1079
from8 Days

by Air

Departing Sunday 3 Jun
from Birmingham (BHX)

Departing Sunday 10 Jun
from Birmingham (BHX)

Departing Tuesday 3 Jul
from Birmingham (BHX)

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Dubrovnik incl. transfers

� 1 piece of hold luggage per person

� 7 nights B&B in a lower deck cabin on the cruise
ship

� 5 lunches and 2 dinners on board

� Guided walking tour of Dubrovnik Old Town

� Visits to Mljet, Hvar, Korcula, Trstenik, Elaphiti &
Sipan Islands

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Bastia incl. transfers
� 1 piece of hold luggage per person
� 7 nights DBB at the Hotel Saint Christophe, Calvi
� One evening of entertainment with Corsican songs

and guitars
� Excursions to Cap Corse including wine tasting in

Patrimonio & Porto including boat cruise to the
Calanche of Piana

� Services of a resort rep and local guides for excursions

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Munich incl. transfers
� 1 piece of hold luggage per person
� 5 nights DBB at the Hotel Malerhaus, Fügen
� 2 nights DBB at the Parkhotel Brunauer, Salzburg
� Return funicular to Hungerburg and cable car to

Seegrube
� Excursions to Rattenberg, Innsbruck, Kitzbuhel,

Salzburg, train journeys on Ziller Valley Railway,
Achensee Railway, Pinzgau Railway, Schafberg
Railway, lake cruises on Achensee &Wolfgangsee

Dubrovnik
Discovery Cruise Highlights of Corsica Little Trains of Austria

£1200 £1099 £939
from from from8 Days

by Air
8 Days
by Air

8 Days
by Air
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THE floor runs south like ley lines squiggling
their way to the Antarctic. A rickety old
building, off Bridgnorth’s High Street, that
was probably built around the time that
witches were tied to chairs and soaked in
rivers, houses the town’s delightfully friendly
tapas bar.
It’s stood the test of time. Casa Ruiz has seen off

young pretenders and remains a perennial favourite
among Bridgnorth’s gourmandising cognoscenti. It’s a
delightful little space: all low ceilings, mind-your-head-
on-the-staircase and frilly little drapes that cover the
windows as though you’re in some seedy, backstreet
Bilbao diner. All it needs is a pair of Vincent-and-Flavia
lookalikes to dance a steamy Argentine tango and it
would score 10-10 for authenticity.
Good tapas is very much about the atmosphere and

the vibes were bang on when my friend and I visited
Casa Ruiz for a midweek supper.

GENEROUS
Three tables were full of chat and bonhomie. Friends

were telling tall stories as patatas bravas and generous
glasses of Spanish red were ferried to the table. It was
a back-slapping, high-fivin’, belly-laughing, good-time.
The restaurant manager was fantastic. Though she’d

got a good crowd in, the odds were stacked against her.
An ordering issue meant half of the menus on the item –
including most of the ones that we were going to choose
– were off the menu. In such circumstances, you’d
reasonably imagine the scores on the doors would start
to plummet from a solid eight to a miserable four.
She came to our table apologising profusely and told

us that it was down to an unexpectedly busy start to
the week. And so we ate food that we didn’t expect to

eat: pulled chicken and chorizo tacos instead of shells
stuffed with pork and beef, mushrooms instead of little
baby squid, you know the drill. The food was decent. It
wasn’t great. It wasn’t stand out, like the service. But it
was okay.
I started with jamon iberico, cured ham produced in

Spain from pigs that feasted on acorns. The ham was
tender and sweet. Deep fried battered balls of cheese,
ham and chorizo were less impressive.
My tacos were reasonable. The Great Bridgnorth

Beef and Pork Famine of 2017 – which is ironic, given

that Casa Ruiz is above a butcher’s shop. . . where’s
common sense and a quick visit to the shops when you
need it? – meant a new version was making its debut.
The chef had knocked up a pulled chicken and chorizo
stew with a few beans and veg, then stuffed them into
some of El Paso’s finest shells. Pots of salsa and cheese
with a few strategically placed corn chips were served
alongside it. It was fine, the sort of thing people whip up
at home.
My friend’s plan to order a smorgasbord of fish dishes

was scuppered by The Great Bridgnorth Fish Famine of

2017 – yeah, yeah, yeah, which is odd because. . . – but
she soldiered on. Prawns were plump like a fat man’s
fingers, mushrooms were earthy like an autumn wood
and her bowl of patatas bravas was towering. We stayed
for pud. A baked strawberry cheesecake was light, fruity
and sweet. And an almond tart was equally delicious.
Great service elevates Casa Ruiz’s score from a six

to an eight – the restaurant manager was THAT good.
When service is that warm and sincere, it doesn’t really
matter if the kitchen and the delivery man can’t quite get
it together. ANDY RICHARDSON

Hola! Mi casa es su Casa Ruiz
Test of time – the Casa
Ruiz in Bridgnorth

Spanish surprise – chicken
and chorizo tacos
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Traditional terrace
with no chain has
been refurbished
A refurbished three-bedroomed traditional
terraced property, 21 Hollies Drive, Wednesbury,
is for sale through Connells Estate Agents at
offers over £160,000 with no chain.

Being close to transport links, making it ideal for
commuting, it is also near schools and is in a town
centre location. It includes two reception rooms,
a fitted kitchen, a laundry room and downstairs
bathroom.

In more detail, reception room one has a sash
window to the front and a door into an inner hall.
From here there is a door to a cellar and a door to
reception room two. This has a sash window to the
rear, a fire surround and stairs off to the first floor.

The kitchen has a window to the side, a range of
wall and base units with work surfaces over, splash-
back tiling, a one-and-a-half bowl sink and drainer
with a mixer tap over, an integrated electric oven with
a gas hob and stainless steel cooker hood over and
double doors leading to the rear garden.

There is also a laundry room with plumbing
for domestic appliances and a door leading to a
downstairs bathroom. This has a window to the side
and includes a claw foot bath with a shower over, a
low level WC, complementary tiling, a heated towel
rail and a pedestal wash hand basin.

The first floor landing has ceiling spotlights. Off this,
bedroom one has a sash window to the front and a
feature fireplace. Bedroom two has a sash window
to the rear and a storage cupboard and loft access.
Bedroom three is an irregular-shaped room, which
has a window to the side.

Outside, to the rear of the property is an enclosed
rear garden having a decked area, a lawned area
and a gated side access with a right of way over
neighbouring property.

To the front of the property is permit parking.

Connells is committed to providing the highest
levels of customer care alongside a range of products
and services. They understand that deciding what to
do with any property can be a stressful time. That’s
why they’ve based the success of Connells on one
simple philosophy; to remove all those stresses and
strains by offering a personal yet innovative approach
with you in mind.

£160,000WEDNESBURY

TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY
AGENT: Connells

TEL: 0121 556 2338

EMAIL: wednesbury@connells.co.uk

KEY FEATURES
Traditional terrace
Refurbished
3 bedrooms
Downstairs bathroom
Ideal for commuting



SELL YOUR PROPERTY
UNDER THE HAMMER

Entries now invited for
our next auction

with the West Midlands’ most
 successful auction network*

CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046

   *based on 2016 figures from Essential Information 
Group for number of lots sold for auctioneers based in 

the West Midlands

www.sdlauctions.co.uk
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Tremendous detached
house has six bedrooms

Three-bedroom
detached home
is warm and 
welcoming

WEST BROMWICH
£675,000

TIPTON
£209,950

A tremendous property, this six-bedroomed 
detached residence in Lloyd Street, West 
Bromwich, is for sale through Connells Estate 
Agents at £675,000.

Its accommodation briefly comprises three reception 
areas, a kitchen/diner, a utility room, two bathrooms, 
six bedrooms, two with en-suites, a double garage, a 
stunning entrance hall with stairs and a large galleried 
landing off and off-road parking, garden and garage.

In more detail the entrance hall also has floor to 
ceiling feature windows. 

There is a downstairs shower room, lounge, a dining 
room, kitchen and a utility room to the ground floor.

Contact Connells on 0121 525 1177.

This warm and welcoming 
three-bedroomed detached 
home with a garage in Jonah 
Drive, Tipton, Sandwell, 
really stands out from the 
crowd!

Having flexible living 
space, it is for sale through 
loveyourpostcode.com at 
£209,950.

It has a driveway, with 
parking for several vehicles, 
leading to the garage. It also 
has an entrance hall and 
a living room. The second 
reception room is currently 
used as a dining room and 
has doors to the garden. The 
modern kitchen has a range of 
units and fitted appliances and 
there is a WC.

The master bedroom has a 
dressing area and an en-suite 
shower room. There are two 
further bedrooms. 

Contact loveyourpostcode.
com on 0800 862 0870.



CGI of 3 bedroom Redwood home at Cedar Walk. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots reserved bY 31st January 2018, subject to terms and conditions. **Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. †Calls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

D I SCOV E R • E X P E R I ENC E • JO IN U S

CEDAR WALK

OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm

TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739†or 07702 984341

EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9Q J

www.kierliving.co.uk

R E S E RV E NOW FOR £99

WHER E UNR I VA L L ED L I V I NG B EG IN S

3 bedroom homes from £174,995 or
with Help to Buy £139,996**

Reserve our stunning 3 bedroom Redwood home and

get carpets, vinyl plus up to £750 towards your legal fees.*

See how we go further with the finer details and imagine

the lifestyle you can have with the Kier way of living.

PLUS UP TO £750 TOWARDS LEGAL FEES*

carpets & vinyl

Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email auctions@cottons.co.uk
www.cottons.co.uk

Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property,
Land and Development Opportunities

Forthcoming
Auction

Tuesday 25th February 2014
to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club

Call for your FREE
Catalogue

Considering
Buying at
Auction?

Call for your FREE
No Obligation

Appraisal

Call for your

Considering Selling
by Auction?

:

Wednesday 14th February 2018

Auctioneers
of Residential and 

Commercial Property,
Land and Development 

Opportunities

GOING ONCE

  GOING TWICE

SOLD!
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An exceptional family home, 
Beulah in Clarkes Grove, Tipton, 
is for sale through Connells estate 
agents at £400,000 with no chain.

Previous planning permission was 
granted for an extra three properties 
on the site.

It has an entrance hall, a 
downstairs bathroom, a lounge, a 
dining area, a kitchen with a gas 
oven with an electric hob and cooker 
hood, plumbing for a washing 

machine and a door to the side. 
There is also a conservatory and a 
downstairs bedroom with en-suite to 
the ground floor.

Upstairs there is bedroom one 
with wardrobes, bedroom two and 
bedroom three, plus a shower room.

Outside wrought iron gates open 
to the driveway and parking area 
with brick buildings and a carport 
and gardens.

This home is set in large grounds 
and is close to transport links, 
making it ideal for commuting. The 
rear garden has a lawned area with 
various borders and shrubs.

For further information contact 
Connells on 01384 214 770 or visit 
www.connells.co.uk

Four-bedroomed family home with large gardens
TIPTON
£400,000



CONNELLS.CO.UK

LETTINGS | WEST BROMWICH

0121 553 0762  westbromwichlet@connells.co.uk 
3 Astle Park, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 8NS

WEDNESBURY

0121 556 2338 wednesbury@connells.co.uk
22 Springhead, Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 9AD

lNO UPWARD CHAINl An extended two bedroom semi detached
bungalow with gated generous off road parking and garage. Comprising
lounge, extended kitchen with seperate dining area, bathroom, lean to,
generous off road parking & garage.

£165,000 
Newman Road, 
Tipton

BUNGALOW

lA BRAND NEW THREE BEDROOM HOME COULD BE YOURS
FROM £135,000 WITH HELP TO BUY SCHEMEl CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATIONl The properties have great transport links as well as
boasting spacious living accommodation throughout.

£169,995 
St Martins, Lower
Church Lane, Tipton

NEW
HOME

lMODERN TWO BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT WITH NO UPWARD
CHAINl The apartment is located in a popular location for access to train stations
and local amenities. Property has lounge, dining area, kitchen, bathroom, two
bedrooms, allocated parking space. lIDEAL INVESTMENT PROPERTYl

£70,000 
Ferguson Drive,
Tipton

NO
CHAIN

Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury are please to release coming for sale
very soon a stunning range of 1,2,3 and 4 bedroom homes built by KOK
Developments. With many choices available these properties offer fantastic
transport links to the M6 J9. Call us for info and to register your interest.

POA 
Cottage Mews, 
Wood Green Road,

NEW
HOME

Leabrook Road, Wednesbury,
WS10 7NW.

Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury 
are pleased to release a range of brand 
new two bedroom detached bungalows.

Having generous living space 
throughout and good size rear gardens 

the accommodation comprises lounge, kitchen, bathroom, two bedrooms,
off road parking, double glazing and central heating.

Reservations are being taken now so call us to arrange your inspection of the show home.
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Spacious apartment
is available to rent

Three-bedroom
home near to
amenities with
lots of potential

SMETHWICK
£700 PCM

OLDBURY
£152,500

This well-presented two-bedroomed modern 
second floor apartment in Regent Street, 
Smethwick, is the biggest in its block.

It is available to rent through loveyourpostcode.
com at £700 per calender month.

It has a spacious entrance hall with a cupboard, 
an open plan lounge with a modern kitchen and 
fitted appliances and wall-mounted units and French 
doors. It also has a master bedroom with mirrored 
wardrobes and an en-suite. Both double bedrooms 
have newly-fitted carpets and freshly painted walls 
and there is a family bathroom. 

The property has allocated off-road parking.

Contact loveyourpostcode.com on 0800 862 0870.

This three-bedroomed end 
terrace house in Tame Road, 
Oldbury, is an extremely 
spacious property, situated 
in a popular and convenient 
location.

Within walking distance of 
local amenities and good local 
schools, it is in need of some 
updating, although it does 
have excellent potential.

An ideal first-time buy, it is 
for sale through Braithwaites 
Estate Agents at £152,500 with 
no chain.

With gas central heating 
and double glazing, its 
accommodation includes a 
porch, an entrance hall, has 
an extended through lounge/
dining area, a fitted dining 
kitchen, three bedrooms, a 
bathroom, a study/office and a 
rear garage.

To book a viewing, contact 
Braithwaites on 0121 4211180 
or visit www.braithwaites-
estate-agents.co.uk



Plastering

Electricians

Electricians

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

Carpets

Plumbing & Heating

Plumbing

Handyman

Aeriels

Gardening

Decorating

Carpentry

Garage Doors

Ring Tony or Julie on

07974 428 603
KEEP IT LOCAL

‘No Job Too Small’

ELECTRICIAN
Fully guaranteed work

Honest reliable service

Choose at Home Service
Free Quotations and Measuring.

We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples
bed and sofa brochures to your door

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T.
Help move heavy furniture, up lift

plus take away old carpets
plus Shave Doors

Bromley Carpets / BedsAbleAb&

PLUS FREE FITTING
(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply)

SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS

Family Run Est since 1978

Carpets
from

£3.50sq yd

Divan Beds and
Mattresses
from only
£72

50%OFFUP TOUP
Check out our video and 5 star reviews on c

www.ablecarpets.co.uk

Double Divan Bed
Free Headboard
2 Free Drawers

Was £699 Now £399

000111222111 555888888 777111111666
West Brom, Walsall

Wednesbury

0001112221 530 3633
Tipton, Oldbury

Smethwick

01902 880541
Upper Gornal

Sedgley, W’ton

FREE DELIVERY -
DISPOSAL - AND SET

UP ON BEDS & SUITES

January
Sale

Now On

333 SSSeater Sofa
only

££399

We cover all areas

M&B
PAINTING &

DECORATORS
Over 25 years experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL
All quotes include white paint

for woodwork and ceilings
For a FREE friendly quote

Call Mick on 07896054108
or Bart on 07825568581

KEN
BANNISTER
Plumbing and Heating

All Plumbing,
Central Heating

undertaken.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Free estimate and advice

07964 997 845
0121 557 5958

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding,

partitions, re-skimming and artex covering.

07538 718264

C.A. Plastering

CaNo job too small

“For those little jobs that
just need doing”

* SPECIAL OFFER *
Sure stop remote stop cocks. Stops leaks instantly

No job too small

Not sure?
Just call and to save you
cost I will call you back
07804 124 730

The Handy
and Odd
Job Man

LL MM SS
GGAARRAAR GGEE DDOOOORRSS
AAllll ttyyppeess ooff ddoooorrss
ssuupppplliieedd aanndd fifitttteedd

FFaasstt llooww ccoosstt ,, sssaammee
ddaayy rreeppaaiirrss

FFoorr aa ffrreeee ssuurrvvr eeyy aanndd
qquuoottee ccaallll

00112211 555599 00445555
0077559922 111188770077

Steve Smith Gas Services
07817 906745/ 01562 730882

• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts
• General/Breakdown Service
• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers,
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners
• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience

550781

*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes

*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK
01384 213644 or 07733 226568

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD

AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified,
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES

REGISTERED

221874

MCP PLUMBING
&HEATING

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating
Work Undertaken

Servicing and Repairs
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation

07852 150057

MB electric

mbelectric.co.uk

0121 3690311

07939 503905

All domestic and commercial

electrical works undertaken

Home rewiring from £800

For a high quality
local service call :

All installations and repairs
Supply and fit or fit only

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes
Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms)

w w.household-pplumbingg.co.uk

J. J. Digital Aerials
Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite

WE GUARANTEE TO
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE

AERIALS £65 - SATELLITE £80
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST

Friendly, reliable service

0121 5306785/ 07919 597626 ColourZone
Interior & exterior painting
and decorating

0121 434 5679 07507 070786

• Special rates for OAPs
• 25 years experience
• Fully insured

For more info call now on 0121 434 5679 / 07507 070786

STSPlumbing&TilingServices
ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

✓ BATHROOOM SSUITES
✓ RADIATOORSS
✓ TANKS
✓ SSPPECCIAL RATES FOOR OOAP’SS

✓ TAPPSS
✓ LEAKSS
✓ PIPEWOORRK
✓ FREE QQUUOTATIONS

Whitehouse
Electrical & Sons
Professional and reliable service

Registered Company EPP31221

• Complete Rewires
• Shower Installations
• Testing - Inspection
• Fuseboard Upgrades
• Domestic - Commercial
• Security Alarms
• Landlord Certs

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT
07766 105131

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk

Part P
Approved
Installer

Simply Doors Walsall
Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX

01922 623151 or 07810 122133
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk

External UPVC and composite doors
also available

6 internal
pre-finished doors
fully fitted for
£450

complete with handles

Late night
opening

Thursdays
till 7pm

MATT WALTERS
DIGITAL AERIALS

SSenior Citizen Discounts
2 Year Guarantee

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM

SKY Q specialist
• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out
• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist

£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT
Sandwell Based
0121 441 2891

Mobile: 07853 253176

AAeerriiaallss - SSatellite Dishes Fittedd FFrroomm ££6655
your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist

ANY LIKE FOR LIKE
QUOTATION BEATEN

CLEANCARE
Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaners
Fully Trained

Insured
Est:over 12 years
Friendly service
For free quotes

Call
(07816) 817744

Tel:0121 503 0854

To advertise your business and reach more than 61,597 potential customers...
Call us on...

01902 319590
E-mail us at...

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Local
Specialists

Our Specialist Section
offers you a wide range

of local businesses
and tradesman to deal
with your needs and

requirements.

Local
Specialists

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
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Upholstery

Skip Hire

Wrought Iron

Roofing

Rubbish Removal

Property Maintenance Blinds

A.J.B. Waste Management
Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation
FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS

Small jobs NOT A PROBLEM
We load, No Skips, Free qquuoottaattiioonn

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGEE,
WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE.

You can also bring your own waste
to our fully licensed transfer station

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH

Tel 0121 520 7731

RE-UPHOLSTERY
SERVICES

Specialists in
Re-upholstery, Repairs and

Antiques
CONTRACT & DOMESTIC

No Job Too Small
FREE ESTIMATES

Choice of patterns
Quality Workmanship

SOFA WORKSHOP
Oldbury

Tel: 07816 818492 anytime
email: vince.gandley@yahoo.com

Tom Corbett Roofing Services
Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199
• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed
• Slate & Tile Repairs

• Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing
• Gutter Replacement & Cleaning

30 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

FREE
QUOTATIONS

ROB’S
RUBBISH

EST.
SINCE 1992

A CHEAP RUBBISH
REMOVAL 7 DAYS
Small Jobs NO PROBLEM

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates
Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods,

House Clearances, Furniture

0121 500 6033
07938 207122

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group)
Over 35 years experience

● Fast Roof Repairs ● Felt Work & Guttering
● New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys
● uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes
● All Building Work Undertaken
● All Work Guaranteed ● All Areas Covered

★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring
★ Complete House Renovation

★ Painting & Decorating
★ Plumbing / emergencies

★ Building work

All work guaranteed
For a FREE quote call

Wayne on:

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261

W.H. SERVICES
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing

H Flat Roofs H Plastering

ELITE PLASTICS

For A Free Quote call
01384 468831 / 07985 575865
www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk

•FFasciias •SSofifitts •DDry VVerge
•Pointing •Gutter Cleaning And Repair
Premium Products Expertly Fitted
With Full Manufacture Guarantee.

MINI/MIDI
SKIPS

(0121) 520 3388
07721 387990

RUSSELL SKIPS

ALL
WEATHER
ROOFING
Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat

Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges,
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE

Over 30 years experience

& 0121 420 1582
NO CALL OUT CHARGE
Mobile Number: 07947 839451

allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com

Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory

5 Days
from Factory

to Fitting

Visit our Factory Showroom:
Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB
Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market

Oldbury
Health
Centre
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MARKET ST

BIRMINGHAM STREET

UNITY PLACE

WE ARE
HERE

Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer
✔ Suitable for any room and environment
✔ Light control in all situations
✔ Huge selection of fabrics
Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics
Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing

Don’t be blinded by
sunlight this summer......

www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available

Holt
ornamental
Ironwork

Gates, Railings, Stairways.
Garden Balconies,
07966 526528

www.holtornamentalironwork.co.uk

Reach
moRe

customeRs

to find out how you can benefit call mNa Digital on 01902 319730

advertise your business on the
New look express & star website

www.expressandstar.com

To advertise your business and reach more than 61,597 potential customers...
Call us on...

01902 319590
E-mail us at...

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
34

S
a
n
d
w
e
ll
C
h
ro
n
ic
le
Th
ur
sd
ay
,J
an
ua
ry
18
,2
01
8



Business
Opportunities

Household
Appliances

Items For Sale

Items Wanted

Funeral Directors

Plumbing & Heating

Upholstery

Skip Hire

Removals

PC’s, Laptops &
Accessories

Loans

House Clearances

Service

In Your Garden

Pets Corner

Guns & Dogs

Equestrian Corner

Sports & Leisure

Caravans/
Motorhomes

Caravans Wanted

Travel Abroad

Jumble Sales /
Fetes

Appliance Repairs

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Gas Fitting

Gardening Services

Lock Services

Plans Prepared

Painters/
Decorators

Plastering

Alarms/Security

Roofing

Rubbish Removal

Handyman Services

Driveways & Patios

Building Services Electricians

Kitchen Fitters

Gates

Bathrooms

Building Supplies

Carpentry & Joinery

Furniture

Aerials

Commercial
Premises

Properties Wanted

PREMIER
ALARMS

Supplied and Fitted £249
Servicing and Repairs
12 Months Warranty

All areas covered
All quotes beaten!

Call: 0121 601 9791

READERS ARE REMINDED
that they may require profes-

sional advice before entering into
obligations.

ADVERTISERS ARE
REMINDED

That the Business Advertise-
ments (Disclosure) Order of
1977 requires that advertise-
ments must clearly differentiate

between Private and Trade.

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

NOTICE TO READERS
Please be aware that when

purchasing a puppy there are
some simple guidelines you can
follow to ensure that you are not
purchasing from a Puppy

Farmer:
1. Try to ensure you visit the
puppy whilst it is still with it's

Mother.
2. Do not arrange to collect a
puppy from any other location

than that of the breeder.
3. Ensure that you are given any
KC documentation, if pedigree.
Whi ls t Mid land News
Association publications take
great care to avoid publication
of advertisements from Puppy
Farmers we cannot accept any

liability should readers
purchase from this kind of

establishment.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
Advertisers must ensure that

they meet all necessary legal
requirements for owning and using
guns.

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN
No job too small or large. Call Will
for a free quote on: 07521 411108.

ALL PLUMBING WORK
UNDERTAKEN

No job too large. All work
guaranteed.

Call Will for a free quote

07521 411108

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20
years experience. Call 07881
654757 or 01543 373233.

READERS are recommended to
take appropriate professional
advice before entering into any
obligations.

KT HOUSE REMOVALS
12 years experience.

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS.
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED.

Free Quotes - Call Ric on:

07771 727119

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single
items to full load removals. Local /
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119.

READERS ARE REMINDED
to check with any Advertisers

that their holiday costs are fully
covered by a recognised bonding or
insurance scheme. STONES SKIP HIRE

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk

READERS ARE ADVISED
To check that anyone

carrying out any Gas work
is Gas Safe Registered.

It is an offence under the Gas
Safety (Installation and Use)
Regulations 1998 to carry out
gas work in the UK without
being on the Gas Safe Register.

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in
supplying/ fitting gates and railings.
Free quotes: 07497 667752.

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE
Clean and Reliable, All Work
Under taken, Al l Areas. Cal l
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943.

MR B’S UPHOLSTERY

01543 500677 07738 851601

RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S,
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS,

CAR RETRIMS AND MORE.
www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk

READERS ARE ADVISED to
carefully consider all of their options
before agreeing to the sale of any
of their items.

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your
Removal needs. 07429 453209/
01902 830870 / 01384 940260.

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or
just fitted, quality samples brought
to your home, no job too small, free
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 /
07941 619694.

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY
For items upto £250.

Online at
bookanad.

expressandstar.co.uk

AAA DIGITAL
AERIALS

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99
01902 858191 • 01384 429166
01543 439095 • 01922 716029

ALL READERS are advised to
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies
have the required Passport infor-
mation.

CLIENT
COMPUTERS

Certified technician &
Microsoft partner.

Repair & maintain laptops
and PCs. In West Midlands.
Virus removal, broken

screens, wifi.
Windows problems etc.
Home visits or bring to me.
Long established.
Laptops available.

0121 556 9481

CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified
technician and microsoft partner.
Repair and maintain laptops and
pcs. Vi rus removal , broken
screens, wifi, windows problem etc.
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481

WS3 2BQ
Bloxwich Fencing Ltd
or 01922 712184

6x5
Lap Panels
£17 each (inc vat)

Supply and Fit or DIY
Credit cards taken • Free quotes

WS3 2BQ

01922 712184

✔

✔

✔

✔

CASH PAID
£300+ PER OUNCE

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD.
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED!

HOUSE CLEARANCES!
gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins,

watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any
oriental items, old brass items, any silver

items, War medals military etc.
Lady Buyer

Call: 01922 495066
or 07971 783206

GOLDSHILL SKIPS
Bring your own waste

cheaper than skips. General,
Green, Wood waste any size

vehicle. Phone for prices:
0121 557 3346

FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it
to Katharine House Hospice. We
col lect for f ree. Telephone
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford
01785 247630, House clearance
service 01785 760715.

Reg charity
number:
1011712

Call us now on 01785 760715
for details or to arrange a FREE collection

Furniture not sold,
why not donate it?
We can turn your quality used
furniture into 1st class care

for patients at Katharine House

katharine
house
hospice
embracing life and living

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros.
Call 07900 578897 / 07801 746853.

P.W DRIVEWAYS
The Block Paving Specialists.

Patios, Driveways, Pathways etc.
SPECIAL OFFER £50 PSM

(JANUARY ONLY)
Free Quotes & Advice

0800 747 1435

Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services

www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk
01922 898 710 / 07973 177 976

AAAAAAAAll garden work, tree felling/lopping,
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf,

patios, fencing, block-paving etc.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

All Caravans Wanted
Any Age or Condition
*CASH * WAITING*
Immediate collection

Call Bill on 07825 325 913

CHESTNUT
SHEDS AND

FENCING LTD
Manufacturers and Suppliers of

Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds,
Summerhouses &

All Garden Buildings.
Super Quality/Competitive Prices

Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available
Unit 17, Oak Street,

Quarry Bank DY5 2JH
01384 913422/01384 569779
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk

Call: 01902 366855/
07761 973975

GAS
SERVICES
• Boilers • Cookers
• Fires • Gas Checks
• Landlord Certificates
• Gas Leaks Traced

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired
Same Day Service

Free Quotes
DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs

Webuy houses
Sell your house fast

- avoid repossession
- behind on payments

- job relocation
- unwanted inheritance

Whatmore -
we buy in any condition
No estate agent fees

We pay all your legal fees

ACT NOW !
Contact us on :

07796801219 / 07988882090

Could you be Tradesperson of the Year?

To find out how, go to:
businessawards.expressandstar.com

celebrating
success

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote,
full or part loads, all areas. Anything
considered. Call on 07867 862227.

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb-
ing, heating, gardening & decorat-
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free
quotes call 07850 559315.

Steve -
AA Digital Aerials

“I am very pleased
with the response

I get from my
Classified

Advertising
Contract”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR YOU!

Michael-
Portway Fencing

“I am extremely happy with
the service I get from my
Express & Star Classified

Sales Representatives and
would recommend them to
anyone! They have done a
very professional job with
my website so I get online

enquiries as well now.”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR YOU!

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas
work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free
quotes call: 07540 950588.

ASH RECLAMATION new and
used building materials, upvc doors
and windows 01543 453222.

ASH RECLAMATION
All reclaimed

building materials
UPVC doors and windows

New and Used
Gatehouse Trading Est.

Lichfield Road, Brownhills,
WS8 6JZ

01543 453222
07956 627367

RUSSELL
SKIPS

Mini, midi skips
Prompt delivery / collection

(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990

A absolute affordable skip

YOUR LOC L ND N
FREE QUOTES

All work guaranteed, Most trades
covered, References available on

request. No job too big or too small!
CALL MIKE: 07947 621047

0121 6010479

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans.
Drawn and submitted to council.
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037.
Email: adamdesign@sky.com

C B SHEDS
& FENCING

We supply & fit. Free quotes.
Call: 01922 720270

We also supply sleepers and decking

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste,
House Clearance. 07969 628382

ELECTRICIANS!

CLAIM
YOUR
FREE

ADVERT
(T&Cs Apply)

Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST
Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky,
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts
and TV set ups. 07850 330251.

A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST
Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251.

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in
Oldbury, West Bromwich and
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore
Properties 0121 520 5318.

In your time of need
we’ll take care of all the
funeral arrangements.

• Est. 1907
• 24 hour service

G. Gibbs
Funeral Directors
44 All Saints Way

West Bromwich B71 1PZ

0121 553 0442

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company.

Turn To Us For
Help and Support

STERLING EUROPA 565
2011, 6 berth c/w auto mover.

£9,500
with extras i.e awning.

£10,500
07903 087017

A O CONT ACTO
A ob e s oo
bu s e o
ee uo es 07 8 1180

o 01902 7 2161

LOCKRITE local father and daugh-
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr
service. 01922 780078.

ALL ROUND
CLEARANCE

Professional family run business
House clearances full or part,

also garages, sheds etc.
Telephone Kev

07794 912844

SPECIAL OFFER
10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts,

gravel boards £695
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted.

0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Sat 8am - 12noon
83 Portway Rd, W’bury
www.portwayfencing.co.uk

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

G & D BUILDERS
Over 35 years exp

All aspects of building work
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing,

driveways & landscaping.
All work guaranteed

07837 994465 / 01902 579592

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Ti les,
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066.
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk

CARAVAN for sale, North Wales,
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick
sale, mint condition. 07590 124226.

Caravans from £10,995
Near Aberystwyth

12 months owner season! Amazing
facilities, funding options available

from 10% deposit (T&C’s apply)
Call Ciaran on 07542456117

or email
CiaranAndrewWilliams@outlook.com

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid
for house clearances and bereave-
ments. Also removals undertaken.
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 /
01902 534021

AAA SKIP HIRE all sizes available,
competitive prices : 01922 711411
(option 2) or 07592 940556.

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30
yrs exp. All work guaranteed.
01543 327130 or 07519 694516.

MINT PLASTERING
For the very best in plastering and rendering,

full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls,
stairs and landings from 200

30 years experience.
Free quotes. All work guaranteed

01543 327130 / 07519 694516

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre-
primed doors fully fitted from £370.
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625.

MG ROOFING
Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs,

Fascias and Gutters.
Call 01902 238989 /

07580 465449.
www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk

AUTOMATIC WASHING machine,
excellent condition. £95.

07864 842076.

LADY DECORATOR Full house or
one wall to customer requirements.
Free quotes call: 07522 643706.

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath-
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com-
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548.

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS,
etc. Free quotes, also repairs &
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours.

A MUST CLEAR OUT FOR NEW STOCK
AUTOS FROM £89, COOKERS,

FRIDGE FREEZERS, ALL DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES AT SALE PRICE!

Past & Present
24 - 26 church street, Bilston

(opposite town hall).
01902 403770

WANTED
Lock-up single garage to rent.

Must be local to ST17 9ET.
Rickerscote Road,

Stafford.
Contact 01785 256106.

JUMBLE SALE AND
BRIC A BRAC

Saturday, January 20 at
12 noon.

St Mark's Church Hall
Ocker Hill Road

DY4 0UT

2
Leisure
Time

3
Home &
Services

4
Pets &
Animals

5
Business &
Farming

6
Property

BUY LOCAL
SELL LOCAL

01902 317878
IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY
*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250

go to: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad

FreeAds
*T&C’s apply

Buy Local, Sell Local
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Personal

Public Notices

Cars Over £1500

Vehicles Wanted

Mobile Mechanics

Cars Under £1500

Scrap Vehicles

Bar Staff

Full Time General

Full Time General

Drivers

Properties Wanted

Overseas Property

Accommodation To
Let

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best
price for your unwanted cars/vans.
07903 549849, buyer will call.

NOTICE TO READERS
Readers are advised to seek

independent legal advice before
entering into any financial commit-
ments/contracts.

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

NOTICE TO READERS
It is an offence under the Accom-

modation Agencies Act 1953, for an
Agency to charge a fee simply for
the registration of your require-
ments and/or supplying particulars
of premises to let.

OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded
that it is an offence under the Scrap
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy
scrap cars/metal for cash.

NOTICE TO READERS
Readers are advised to seek

independent legal advice before
entering into any financial commit-
ments.

LEGAL / PUBLIC
NOTICES

For convenience youmay fax
any advertising requirements to

Marie Hogg on
01902 713146

or email marie.hogg@
expressandstar.co.uk

(remember to include a
name/contact number for
confirmation of receipt)

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sandfield Road, West Bromwich)
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2018 has made an Order to temporarily
prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Sandfield Road, West Bromwich.
Traffic will be diverted via Walsall Road, Stone Cross Roundabout, Walsall
Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work
necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be
completed by 06/04/18, effective from 22/01/18. Purpose – relay of a new
gas main by Cadent Gas.

AUDI A4 S LINE TDi AUTO
MULTI TRONIC

2012 reg.
4 door saloon.

Grey.
6 months MoT.

FSH, 133,000 miles
Excellent condition.
Photo on request.

£8,850 ono.
0755 7979582.

SPRAYER

Sprayer for bespoke joinery
and timber furniture in various
stains, lacquers and paints for

a high end shop fitting
company.

Applicant must be experienced
in all available products AC,

Pre Cat, PU etc

Good rates of pay

immediate start.

Please email CV to
rs@esprituk.com

EXPERIENCED BAR STAFF Full
/part time. for real ale pub in Bear-
wood Tel 077951 88316

WEST BROMWICH BASED
GENERAL HAULAGE

COMPANY

Require reliable experienced
Class 1 driver.
Full time position

used to the loading and
carriage of steel

Some nights out may be
involved

ADR an advantage but not
essential to the right candidate.

Tel 0121 553 3674
office hours

Morris Recycling Ltd
Tipton

7.5 TONNE DRIVER
required

Immediate Start.
Competitive rates of pay

40 hours but flexibility
is required

Driving around the
Midlands area

Driver CPC & Digi Card

Email CV to:
info@morrisrecycling.co.uk

or call Sheila: 0121 553 7216

Our client based in Birmingham are growing rapidly
and as such are now looking for a

Press Operator
to work on a full time temporary basis with their already

hard working and pro active team.
The role includes:
• Operation of both automated and manual presswork

machines;
• First line quality control checks and measures to set

standards;
• Order quantity and packing tasks;
• Supporting the Press Setter with pre-setting and setting

tasks ie Material handling etc;
• Material handling - loading and unloading of metal coils.
• Booking accurate production data through the computer

system Navision.
• Support and involvement for the Company’s 5s programme;
• Reporting of any incidents that may affect the production

process;
• Working with Heath & Safety in mind for both self and other

team members;
• Active involvement in both the problem solving and

continuous improvement process;
• Willingness to train and develop other skills to support the

effectiveness of the team and business.
The hours are 38 per week,

Mon-Thurs 7.30-16.15, Fri 7.30-12.30.
To apply for this position please call 01902 319 333 or

send CV to jobs@staremploymentservices.co.uk

• MOT’S
• Servicing
• Tyres

• Diagnostics
• Air con
• Auto Electrics

07809 871733
mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk

mbmotors@outlook.com

MB MOTORS
MOBILE MECHANIC

WE ARE NOW
RECRUITING!
SUPPORT WORKERS £8.00ph
SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS £9.00ph

FULL TIME & PART TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Apply today:
www.inshoresupportltd.co.uk

or call Stephanie on 01384 421460
for an application pack

PETITE BLONDE LADY
modern outlook, looking for a
nice guy must be slim, well

groomed, non smoker.
Aged 58-64, for quality time

together, must have own car.
Relationship preferred.

Cannock area or within 10 mile
radius.

Box Number P21047 ,
Express and Star,

Queen Street,
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.VW PASSAT ESTATE

2006

2.0 Blue Motion

89k mi les, FSH, park ing
sensors, cruise control, heated

seats, full MoT.

£6,000

07788 962186 Walsall area.

VW BEETLE CABRIOLET
2.0 Automatic Petrol.

Silver with black top and full
b lack leather in ter ior , in
excellent condition throughout.
12 months MoT, 2008 plate,

42,000 miles with FSH.
£4,250.

To view this great little car
telephone

07809 562007.

ABC AUTO SALVAGE
WANTED URGENT

Scrap & MOT Failures Best
Prices Paid ELV Registered

Spares Always Available
0121 557 0800 or
0121 557 0400.
Oldbury Area.

SHEILA MARY WILLIAMS
(Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons
having a claim against or an interest in the
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late
of 56 Windsor Road West Bromwich West
Midlands B71 2NL, who died on 26/10/2017,
are required to send particulars thereof in
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or
before 23/03/2018, after which date the Estate
will be distributed having regard only to claims
and interests of which they have had notice.
BACHES SOLICITORS LLP
Lombard House Cronehills Linkway
West Bromwich B70 7PL T520115

CHEVROLET TACUMA
5 seater, 55 plate, blue,

only 52,000 miles,
four new tyres.

£500.
0121 531 0240.

NO DEPOSIT
★MOVE IN TODAY★

Studios
from £90pw*

Rooms
from £65pw*
*Includes Most Bills

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST

01902 213121
J9accommodation.com

DELIVERY DRIVER Part Time.
Smethwick based. successful
applicant will be required to deliver
dental supplies to laboratories
wi th in a 60 mi le radius of
Birmingham. Email: richard@
plas-dent.co.uk

LEADING STEEL PROFILER
requires

FULL TIME
CAD

DRAWING
OFFICE PERSON
Smethwick based

to join our busy team.
Experience in CAD system

would be an advantage
although training would be

given to a suitable candidate.
Salary dependant on age /

experience.
Apply in the first instance by

email with CV to
Mr T Manly

Tom.Manly@
randalls-profiles.co.uk

HGV CLASS 1 DRIVERS
required

for a busy Steel company in
Oldbury

Must have drivers CPC, steel
experience necessary.

Early starts and occasional
nights out

Immediate start

WEEKLY PAY

Take home £450 guaranteed
plus bonuses.

Call 0121 202 4429 or
07967 815649.

RELIEF CARETAKER
20 hrs perWeek plus Cover
We are looking to appoint a Relief Caretaker to provide support to
the Facili es Management team for four schools in SANDWELL.
Prac cal DIY skills, basic IT skills and a full, clean driving licence
are essen al.
For further informa on and a copy of the job descrip on please
email ShaunMillward on smillward@pellfrischmann.com

Le�er of applica�o� a�� �� to:
The Facili esManager, Blackheath Primary School,
Britannia Road, Rowley Regis, WestMidlands, B65 9NF.

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Devonshire Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road
Closure and One-Way Operation) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any
vehicle from proceeding via parts of Devonshire Road, Smethwick as listed below. The
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 25/04/18
effective from 30/01/18. It is anticipated that the work will be carried out in three phases:
Phase 1 – Sabell Road – Stony Lane (30/01/18-18/02/18). Vehicles will be permitted
to travel in a south easterly direction only. A diversion route will be signed for north west
bound traffic via Stony Lane, High Street, Sabell Road and vice-versa. Phase 2 –
St Alban’s Road – Sabell Road (19/02/18-25/02/18). Vehicles will be prohibited from
travelling in any direction. A diversion route will be signed via Sabell Road, St Paul’s Road,
Bertram Road and via St Alban’s Road, St Paul’s Road, Sabell Road taking into account
the one-way streets. Phase 3 – Holly Lane – Walter Road (25/02/18-25/04/18). Vehicles
will be permitted to travel in a north westerly direction only. A diversion route will be
signed for south east bound traffic via Holly Lane, St Paul’s Road and Sabell Road. The
junctions at Topsham Road, Bertram Road and Bowden Road will be kept open to traffic.
Purpose – gas main renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd.
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Bridge Street North, Smethwick) (Temporary
One-Way Operation) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from
proceeding along Bridge Street North, Smethwick other than in a northerly direction. The
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 12/03/18,
effective from 05/02/18. Alternative route for south bound vehicles via Cornwall Road,
Rabone Lane and Rolfe Street. Purpose – gas main renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for
Cadent Gas Ltd.
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Forge Lane, West Bromwich and Park Lane,
Birmingham) (Temporary 30mph Speed Restriction) Order 2018, intends to
temporarily introduce a 30mph speed restriction on Forge Lane, West Bromwich and Park
Lane, Birmingham. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be
completed by 01/02/19 effective from 01/02/18. Purpose – the temporary speed
restriction is required for safety reasons due to the anticipated increase in HGV’s as a
result of the commencement of flood defence works to the River Tame by Jackson Civils
(working on behalf of the Environment Agency).

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
Regeneration and Planning

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England)
Order 2015

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the
beginning of each group of applications.
This is a major application.

DC/17/61365 Mr Harpreet
Singh Matharu
Matharus

Matharu’s Wedding
and Event Specialists
10 Roebuck Lane,
West Bromwich
B70 6QP

Proposed variation of Condition
4 of planning permission
DC/09/51077 relating to hours
of opening to customers.
Proposed hours are:
08.00 - 22.00 Monday - Thursday,
08.00 - 23.00 Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays and Bank
Holidays, and the car park shall
be closed by 23.30 to the public
(previously varied under
DC/12/54450 – now expired).

This is a major application.

DC/17/61337 Alan Martin
SMBC
Homes and
Communities

Land At West Road,
South View & Stafford
Way, Great Barr
Birmingham

Proposed 47 No. dwellings, car
parking and associated works.

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House,
Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5.00p.m.
Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk).
Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting
the application reference number.
MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive

ATTRACTIVE lonely Female
seeking broadminded males within
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181.

AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club,
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana

massageparlour.co.uk

SLIM FIT AND ACTIVE
MATURE MAN

Sick of daytime boredom,
looking for lady wishing to put

some fun back into her life
Box Number P21048,

Express and Star,
Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

SEEKING A SPECIAL LADY
Who is Sincere, caring and
honest , wi th a happy

personality.
who WLTM a widow gentleman,
just 72 years young, with
GSOH, with similar personality.
Sharing together in genuine
Friendship and companionship.
Days out, evening occasions,

walks and interests.
Cannock and Rugeley areas.

Box Number P21051,
Express and Star,

Queen Street,
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

NISSAN NOTE AUTOMATIC
ACENTA 1.6 2010

Silver 116,000 miles, electric
windows, electric mirrors, air
con, FSH, MoT and Serviced til
November 18, used daily very

reliable.

£2,250 ono

07875 139910.

7
Jobs

8
Motoring

9
Local

Information

10
Personals

IT’S FREE
IT’S EASY

*Advertise any item FREE up to
the value of £250 go to:

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

FreeAds

*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock.
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper

and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum.

FreeAdsSimply click the FreeAds icon

01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk
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MOTORING

new car offers
used car deals

private and from the trade!
new car reviews & road tests

?

53

Futuristic looks, a
cracking drive and

low running costs
in the iconic BMW

i8

The i8 is one of the most iconic cars in

BMW’s current line-up. Featuring wild

styling and impressive on-board technology,

it provides supercar-scaring performance

as well as decent economy levels. The sprint

to 60mph takes just 4.1 seconds, yet BMW

claims that it’ll return 135mpg – not bad for a

plug-in hybrid able to beat the vast majority

of Porsche 911s off the line.

And yet, despite its accomplishments, the

i8 remains a rare sight on UK roads. Out and

about, its Batmobile-style looks draw glances,

while its hybrid powertrain makes it effortlessly

quiet when driving around town.

Because the i8 has been around for a little

while now – it �rst entered production in 201�

– not a huge amount has changed. There have

been various special editions but there haven’t

been any updates to the battery. That said,

elements such as the satellite navigation will

have been kept up to date. BMW is soon to

launch a Roadster version, although there has

yet to be a release date announced for this.

Exceptionally

There’s just one powertrain with the i8. It

uses a three-cylinder turbocharged petrol

engine that you’ll also �nd in the current-

generation Mini Cooper, coupled to an electric

motor driving the front wheels. Together,

they produce 375bhp. Though that may not

sound like all that much – especially as most

supercars are now pushing out in excess of

500bhp – the i8’s lightness plays in its favour,

giving it exceptionally good acceleration.

That hybrid layout also gives the i8 very good

economy �gures. BMW claims that the sports

car will return 135mpg, which may sound

appealing, but in everyday driving it’s unlikely

that you’ll achieve anywhere near that result.

Charging the batteries from �at will take around

eight hours, though a higher-output wallbox

could allow charges from empty up to 80 per

cent in around two hours. You should be able

to cover 20 miles on electric power alone,

depending on how economically you drive.

Getting behind the wheel of the i8 is no mean

feat. Opening up the gullwing-style doors, you

have to slide yourself over quite a large carbon

sill before settling into the driver’s seat. You’re

treated to an excellent driving position, with

plenty of forward visibility. Pull away, and you’ll

do so under all-electric power, making the i8

rather relaxing to drive at slow speeds.

Of course, push the gear lever to the side

and into Sport mode and the i8 will use

a combination of the electric motor and

petrol engine to achieve the best possible

performance. Because of the car’s instant

torque afforded to it by the electric motor, it

feels a lot quicker than its of�cial �gures would

have you believe. The steering is quite sharp

and direct, and because of the car’s low weight

it feels effortlessly nimble.

It’s hard to deny the i8’s sheer mouth-open-

wide styling. Thanks to air inlets and scoops

throughout the body as well as its gullwing-

style doors, it’s a car that demands attention.

The i8’s cabin’s interior uses a variety of high-

quality materials and an infotainment system

that has been tried and tested.

As you’d expect from a futuristic, £100,000-

plus hybrid, there’s a good deal of standard

equipment on board. It has BMW’s 8.8-inch

infotainment display as well as a large central

screen in front of the driver that displays speed,

rev counter and charge levels. A head-up

display also relays key information back to the

driver, and means you barely need to take your

eyes away from the road.

The interior is put together extremely well,

though our test car did develop a rattle from

the dashboard at one point. There are next to

no hard plastics, with soft leather used for the

majority of surfaces. In all, it feels justi�ably

special compared with the other-worldly

exterior.
There are very few other cars on the road

today quite like the BMW i8. Sleek, effortlessly

quick and with decent economy, it remains

a two-doored glimpse into the near-future of

motoring.
Some niggles – such as a tiny boot and tyre

roar – remain, but these are overwhelmed by a

huge amount of positives. If you’re looking to

stand out from the crowd, lower your running

costs and be able to beat a 911 away from

the lights all at the same time, then the i8 is

de�nitely the car for you.

Price: £11�,�00
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The Toyota C-HR has seen off all comers to take

the overall New Car of the Year title in the Parkers

New Car Awards.

Success for the sharply styled crossover proves that

desirable design doesn’t have to be at the expense of

convenience and practicality. With the C-HR, Toyota is

signalling the end of the worthy-but-dull family car, a

fact further emphasised by the model carrying off the

“best small family car” category honour as well.

The judges agreed C-HR had the edge on its rivals

for the top prize because of its “involving drive,

futuristic yet practical design, low cost engine options

and long, �ve-year warranty”.

The awards directly re�ect the opinions of Britain’s

car buyers, with winners chosen according to the

preferences of the 2.9 million people who use the

Parkers.co.uk website when considering a new vehicle

purchase.

Keith Adams, Parkers editor, said: “The Toyota

C-HR is a brilliant example of how the most functional

of family cars can be spiced up with exciting detail,

thoughtful touches and intelligent design to become a

true game-changer. The Parkers.co.uk team love the

way it drives and so, it seems, do the younger buyers

who are now �ocking to Toyota dealers.”

The Parkers review team were impressed by the

C-HR, hailing it as a “highly accomplished crossover”

and admiring its “well-built cabin” and “genuinely

eye-catching styling”. In sum, they considered it to be

a “hugely compelling family car”.

Paul Van der Burgh, president and managing

director of Toyota (GB), said: “It’s particularly

rewarding for the new C-HR to be named car of the

year, as Parkers is such a respected and established

resource for car-buyers in the UK. We’re committed to

putting the customer �rst and it’s clear people really

like the new C-HR – a cr

enjoyable to drive and c

quality and reliability ex

Engineered on a Toy
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and a sweet-handling

in addition to the ever

and safety customers
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Buy Local, Sell Local

cars over £1500

“We have been buying a
wide range of vehicles from
across the West Midlands

for over 25 years and
started advertising with the

Express & Star
8 years ago.

Our long term advertising
package has always
brought in plenty of

enquiries which has helped
our business grow.”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

THANK YOU
CLASSIFIEDS!

carbuyersmidlands.co.uk

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

AUDI A3 TDI

2007 07, 170bhp, silver, climate
control, alloy wheels, service
history, new cambelt, dual
mass and clutch kit fitted and

serviced, 76k.

£4,495

01691 655123

www.emhughes.co.uk

AUDI A4 2.0 TDi 170 S LINE
2007 07

4dr, Grey, RCL, E/W, Climate
Control

Alloys, CD Player, Rear Parking
Sensors

One Change of Owner, FSH
£5,995

01384 75097 (T).

AUDI TT COUPE
1.8T Quattro

03/53, 180ps 3dr,
Avus Silver, Blk Leather,
18 inch Alloys, HFS, Only

62,000mls
£5,995

01568 613920 (T)

BMW 1 SERIES 2.0 118D
SE AUTO

2013 13, 5dr, Valencia Met
Orange with Anthracite interior,

1 Owner, FSH, 62,000 miles
£10,950

www.ternvalleycars.co.uk
01952 303062 (T)

CITROEN C1
2009 (59 reg), red, 3-dr, 96,650
miles, MoT March, four good
tyres, full size spare, AM / FM
stereo / CD player, air bags, 2
sets of keys, good service
history, only £20 per year tax,

good clean condition.
£1,800 ono

07581 232999 /
01543 426503.

CITROEN C3 PICASSO
1.6 HDi 16V VTR+

2009 59 5dr MPV, Green, Air
Con, Power Steering, Driver

and Passenger
Airbags, Alarm, 1 Previous

Owner,
26,645 miles

£4,799
01384 454100 (T)

CITROEN C3 PICASSO
EXCLUSIVE 1.6 HDi,

2010 10, Metallic Yellow, FSH,
55,000 miles

£4,999
01691 238987 (T)

CITROEN C4 PICASSO
EXCLUSIVE 1.6 HDi

2015 15 manual, Metallic Silver,
14,000 miles, FSH

£10,999
01691 238987 (T)

CITROEN C4 VTR 16V
2010, 5dr Hatchback,

red, petrol,
82k miles,

excellent condition,
drives superbly, fsh,
MoT to April 2018.

£2,600.
07940 573822.

FIAT 500 LOUNGE
2011 61, blue,

full service history,
£30 road tax, 35,000 miles.

£4,999
01691 655123 (T)

FIAT 500L 1.6 MULTIJET
TREKKING MPV 5DR

(START/STOP)
2014 14, Bicolour Metallic Grey
and White, Air Con, Rear
Parking Sensors, Dark Tinted

Windows, 17in Alloys,
Bluetooth, Hill Holder

£6,250
www.ternvalleycars.co.uk

01952 303062 (T)

FIAT PANDA 1.2 POP
2014

5 Door
Red,

12,000 miles
£4,990

01952 371055
www.tjvickers.co.uk

FIAT PANDA 1.3 MULTIJET
4x4
2014

5 Door
Diesel,

39,000 miles,
£6,990

01952 371055
www.tjvickers.co.uk

FORD FIEST TITANIUM 1.4
5dr Automatic

33,500 miles, 9 months MoT,
metallic silver, 2 lady owners,

very good condition.
£5,950.

07910 263625.

FORD FIESTA
1.25 (82ps) ZETEC

2013 53, 5 door Hatchback,
15,467 Miles

£7,995
01384 253666 (T)

FORD FIESTA 1.6 TDCI
ZETEC

2209 09, 3dr, Red, quickclear
screen, b luetooth voice
recognition, air con, 2 owners,

Alloys, FSH, 41,995 miles

£4,995

01952 813388

www.novacars.co.uk

FORD FIESTA ZETEC
BLUE TDCi 1.4

2008 58, 3dr, Met Blue, RCL,
Power Steering

Electric Windows, A/C, Alloys,
CD Player, 60,000 miles

Only £30 Per Year Road Tax
£2,799

0121 561 5588 (T)

FORD FOCUS TITANIUM
ECONETIC TDCi

2012 62
black, full service history.

£0 road tax, 40k
£7,995

01691 655123
www.emhughes.co.uk

FORD FUSION 1.4 ZETEC
CLIMATE DURASHIFT EST

5dr
Tonic blue, 2 owners, FSH,

Air-Con, Heated Front Screen,
Alloys
£2,695

01952 813388
www.novacars.co.uk

FORD KA
1.2 ZETEC

2012 12
3dr, White, ABS,

A/C, Alloys, Power Steering,
RCL, Bluetooth, Heated

Front Screen, 1 Previous
Owner

15,589 miles
£6,000

0121 503 0001 (T)

FORD KUGA 2.0 TDCi
163 TITANIUM

2013 13
5dr 4x4, RCL, ABS,

Part Leather Upholstery,
Front Fog Lights, Hill Start

Assist,
Park Pilot, 48,675 miles

£11,989
01384 447970 (T)

FORD KUGA 2.0 TDCI
ZETEC
2010 59
4x4 5dr

Moondust Silver, Black Part
leather, roof bars, bluetooth,

FSH
£6,995

01952 813388
www.novacars.co.uk

FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCi
ECO

2013 63
Graphite 5dr

Met PANTHER Black, 3
owners, Service history, Air
Con , 17in Alloys, Quickclear
screen, Electric Windows, Blue-

tooth
£5,945

01952 813388
www.novacars.co.uk

HONDA JAZZ SE

Auto, 33k miles, 5-dr, petrol full
MoT, FSH, 1 lady owner,
garaged, beautiful car, Any Trial

£3,100. ono

07831 137284

HONDA CIVIC VTEC SE

2007, 1.8, petrol, 88k miles, one
owner, full service history,

alloys, a/c, radio CD.

Great condition

£2,995 ono.

01902 850622

HONDA CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC ES
2011 Station Wagon 5dr 6
Speed, Genuine 1 owner local
car with J.T. Hughes Honda
Service History, 87,000 miles

£7,950
www.ternvalleycars.co.uk

01952 303062 (T)

HYUNDAI GETZ CDX
2005, silver, 1300cc,
petrol, 5dr hatchback,
40,000 miles, full MoT.

£1,700 o.n.o.
07798 687756

HYUNDAI I 10
2009, 25.655 Miles, silver, abs,
electric windows, air bag, elec-
tric mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm,

long MoT, Alloy wheels
£2,695

07971291203

HYUNDAI i30
2016, 1.4 petrol,

black, 5-dr hatchback, reverse
camera, Sat nav, 10,300 miles,

one previous owner.
£9,150.

07828 749540.
0121 558 7148.

KADJAR
1.2 DYNAMIQUE

2016, Nav Tce
SUV Blue

Petrol
£15,995
£13,795

Featherbed Lane
Shrewsbury 01743 454010

Stafford Park 1 Telford
01952 21171

KADJAR UCC 1.6
SIGNATURE
2016, Nav DCi

Diesel
Was £19,995
Now £17,495

Featherbed Lane
Shrewsbury 01743 454010

Stafford Park 1 Telford
01952 21171

KADJAR YDC 1.6
SIGNATURE

2017, Nav, DCi
Flame Red

Diesel
Was £18,995
Now £18,495

Featherbed Lane
Shrewsbury 01743 454010

Stafford Park 1 Telford
01952 21171

LAND ROVER
FREELANDER 2 2.2 TD4

HSE
2012/62

4x4 5dr, Orkney Grey, Beige
Lth, Pan Sunroof,

57800mls
£14,495

01568 613920 (T)

MAZDA 3 TS D

010 10, manual, Metallic Blue, 5
Door, 72,000 miles

£3,999

01691 238987 (T)

MAZDA MX5 1.8S
ROADSTER

MoT April 2018, registerred
2001, 10 services, immaculate
bronze, alloys, EW, Pioneer
DAB sound, chrome roll bars,

garaged.
Bargain £1,575
0121 384 7888 /
07771 428793.

MAZDA MX5 ROADSTER
approx 67,000 miles, 2001,
MoT, very good condition,

classic insurance.
£1,545 ono

01922 479743 / 07866
823209.

MERCEDES C CLASS 2.1
C220

CDI SE (EXECUTIVE)
2013 13, 4dr, Palladium Silver
Met, Leather, Superb 1 Owner

Car with FSH
£8,950

www.ternvalleycars.co.uk
01952 303062 (T)

MERCEDES SLK 200
Petrol, automatic, 69k miles,

Mercedes FSH.
Very good condition.

Black leather.
Bluetooth.

Heated seats
Airscarf

Private plate by separate
negotiation M80 ARU

£10,000 ono
Phone 07790 978446

MERCEDES-BENZ S CLASS
3.0 S320 CDI 7G-Tronic

2006 4dr
Metallic Silver, full Mercedes
service history and amazing
specification, 3 owners, Black
Full leather, Sat Nav, Climate,

Driver Information System
£8,995

01952 813388
www.novacars.co.uk

MINI CONVERTIBLE 1.6
COOPER
2007 07

2dr, Red, Electric Mirrors &
Windows,

A/C, Cruise Control, Alloys, CD
Player,

Rear Parking Sensors, FSH,
53,370 miles

£4,995
01384 75097 (T).

MINI COOPER D GRAPHITE
2010-10, 3dr, Grey, RCL, ABS,
Immobiliser, Daytime Running
Lights, 1 Previous Owner, Low

Tax, Economical, Stylish
£6,999

01384 447970 (T)

MINI COOPER D GRAPHITE
2010-10, 3dr, Grey, RCL, ABS,
Immobiliser, Daytime Running
Lights, 1 Previous Owner, Low

Tax, Economical, Stylish
£6,999

01384 447970 (T)

MINI COOPER D
HATCHBACK

5 Door, manual, Orange,
Leather, 1 Owner, 36,000 miles

£10,999
01691 238987 (T)

MINI COOPER S 2.0
15/15 Hatch 3dr Chili Pk,

Blazing
Red, Grey Leather, Pan

Roof, Big Spec,
24,100mls
£14,295

01568 613920 (T)

MITSUBISHI LANCER GS3

2009,123,000 miles, black,
ABS, electric windows, air bag,
electric mirrors, air con, alarm,
long Mot, metallic paint, central

locking, very good condition.

£1,800 ono.

07815 768028.
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IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY
For items upto £250.

Online at
bookanad.

expressandstar.co.uk

SAN NAVARA OUTLAW

, 2.5DCi, twin cab, van
with rear cover, alloys,

yres, side steps, black with
leather, very clean,

179,000 miles.

££’s spent on vehicle.

£5,995

07411 414284.

NISSAN QASHQAI
N-TEC 1500CC

70,000 miles.
12 months MoT,
Silver. Extras.

Very good condition.
£6,750 ono
Must sell.

01384 392260.

EUGEOT 207 VERVE
10, 5dr, Metallic Silve

Alloys,
wer Steering, A/C, RCL,
Player, Electric Window

FSH, 80,000 miles
£2,999

0121 561 5588 (T)

PEUGEOT 3008
1.6 HDi SPORT

60, Auto, RCL, E
ors and Windows
mobiliser, Cruise Co
D Player with Blueto

Parking Sensors
43,435 miles

£5,995
01384 75097 (T

ORSCHE 911 (9
RRERA 4S CA
6, 4wd, Arc
her, Very H

54,200m
£32,975

01568 6139

RENAUL
NAMIQUE T
2011 11, gr

alloy w
service
46,00

£3
01691 6

REN
I M

10 3d

W, A/C
ly 2 Owners F

62,000 miles
£2,999

0121 561 5588 (T)
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New Porsche Cayenne SUV breaks cover

Porsche has pulled the covers off the latest
version of its popular Cayenne SUV at a
special event in the Zuffenhausen district of
Stuttgart.

Now in its third generation, the new model will
be available in two variants from launch – the
Cayenne and the Cayenne S.The entry-level Cayenne is powered by a
3.0-litre six-cylinder engine that develops
335bhp and �50Nm of torque. This allows the
SUV to accelerate to �0mph from a standstill in
six seconds, or 5.7 seconds with the optional
Sport Chrono Package. Top speed stands at
152mph.

The Cayenne S, on the other hand, calls
upon a smaller 2.9-litre, twin-turbocharged V�
engine. This power plant produces �35bhp
and 550Nm of torque, enabling the S to
complete the 0-�0mph sprint in �ve seconds,
or �.7 seconds with the Sport Chrono Package.
The Cayenne S will travel on to a maximum
speed of 1�5mph.A new eight-speed Tiptronic S gearbox has
also been introduced. According to Porsche,
this lends the Cayenne greater on- and off-road
performance thanks to its shorter response
times and sportier ratios in the lower gears.

Compared with the previous Cayenne, the

new model weighs up to �5 kilograms less
thanks to its lightweight construction. Like
its sister cars – the 911 and Panamera – the
Cayenne uses a combination of alloy and steel
for its body. Its exterior is made entirely of
aluminium.

Standard equipment has also been improved,
with all Cayennes now offering LED headlights,
larger alloy wheels, ParkAssist, a wi� hotspot
and anticipatory pedestrian protection systems
to name but a few.Oliver Blume, chairman of the executive
board at Porsche AG, said: “We have
completely redeveloped our successful model.

It has been visibly and tangibly improved and
perfected in all respects. The Cayenne has also
been digitalised and networked throughout to
give it a forward-thinking design.”Michael Mauer, director of style at Porsche
AG, added: “Our primary objective was to
accentuate the character of the vehicle. More
Porsche, more Cayenne.“The new Cayenne is more precise, elegant,
athletic and expressive.”Since its launch in 2002, the Cayenne has
proved to be incredibly successful for the
German manufacturer, with more than 7�0,000
units sold globally.

DACIA DUSTER REVOLUTION ADVENTURE WITH LAND ROVER BE SAFE ON THE SCHOOL RUN

ALSO THIS WEEK . . .

YOUR WEEKLY
GUIDE TO THE
BEST CARS ON
THE MARKET
BMW reveals
the updated i3and new i3s

BMW has revealed an updated version
of the i3 — with a higher performance
version now added to the range.The more powerful model, named the
i3s, receives an enhanced version of the
standard motor, which produces 181bhp
and 270Nm of torque.This is capable of taking the car from
0-�0mph in �.7 seconds and up to a
top speed of 99mph. The pure-electric
vehicle has claimed a range of 17� miles.

Other improvements over the base car
for the i3s include a sports suspension
set-up, with tweaked springs, dampers
and anti-roll bars.The result of this is a 10mm lower ride
height than the standard car. A sport
mode has also been included, which
improves throttle response and tightens
the steering to “further accentuate the
car’s sporting edge”.As for the exterior, the i3s receives 20-
inch alloy wheels, which are available in
a two-tone �nish or jet black, as well as a
gloss black kidney grille.Updates have also been made to the
standard i3. It retains the 1�7bhp motor
from the previous model as standard,
but the exterior of the car has seen a
number of revisions.The front and rear of the car have been
tweaked to place “emphasis on the car’s
width”, with a chrome strip also added to
the rear of the car to aid this.Both models will be available witha petrol range extender, increasingmaximum range to a claimed 205 miles.
The updated BMW i3 and new i3s

will make public debuts at the Frankfurt
Motor Show later this month.
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Practical, elegant and well-priced
Skoda’s Octavia is a familiar sight on our 
roads and, even if you haven’t driven one, 
you may have pondered the reasons why.

Price, of course, is one reason – a big, family 
car for the price of a modest hatchback – plus 
reliability and longevity, as demonstrated by 
its popularity with private hire firms whose 
drivers depend on it for their living.

Latest versions have undergone a few 
design tweaks which have endowed it 
with a more upmarket visual appeal, while 
there’s also some new engine choices which 
increase its financial appeal, too. 

The £20,030 test car (the price includes 
optional extras) was a hatchback in SE trim, 
powered by the VW Group’s new 1.0 litre, 
three cylinder petrol engine. 

Capable of almost 60mpg with a low 110g/
km CO2 rating, it must be one of the most 
economical petrol car of its size to run. A low 
14E insurance rating will help, too. That’s a 
big selling point at a time when for various 
reasons, diesel car sales have fallen by a third.

But is 1.0 litre enough for a car which is 
bigger than a VW Golf or Vauxhall Astra?

Well that’s a resounding ‘yes’ from me. 
Forget conventional 1,000cc engines you 
may have driven in the past – this one is 
turbocharged and it makes all the difference.

Many manufacturers now have smaller, 
turbo engines as a means of improving fuel 
economy: they’re less wasteful under light 
load or when cruising, but the extra and power 
(115PS) torque (in this case 200Nm) gives it 
the get up and go necessary for driveability, 
both practically and in the driver’s mind. 

The figures tell part of the story (0 to 62mph 

in 9.9 seconds) but of course there’s more 
to it. Fitted,  witha six-speed gearbox well 
matched to the engine, the big Octavia feels 
lively off the mark and around town, yet is 
thoroughly civilised at motorway speeds – 
smooth, refined and with barely a whisper 
from under the bonnet.

In that way, the car lives up to its latest, 
premium class looks.  

The ride is comfortable too, absorbing the 
shock (and sound) of less than perfect roads 
while maintaining the dynamism to tackle 
twisting roads with confidence. 

The official (laboratory test) economy 
figure is 58.9mpg but I was well satisfied with 
my 49.2mpg achieved after an 80 mile run 
at motorway speeds plus several miles of 
crawling stop/start traffic (neither of which is 
conducive to maximum economy).

Practical and elegant, the Octavia seats five 
adults in comfort  plus room for their luggage 
– in the hatchback model tested there is 590 
litres of space, which extends to 1,580 litres 
with the rear seats folded down. To put that 
in context, it’s bigger than a Ford Mondeo or 
a Mercedes E-Class, and a match for some 
mid-size estates.

It’s well equipped, too, even in the second 
tier SE trim car tested. Dual zone air 
conditioning, a central colour touchscreen for 
satnav (an £800 option which also includes 
Wifi) and infotainment, including connectivity, 
a multi-device interface and voice control. 

Electric windows and heated door mirrors, 
and a multi-function driver information panel 
(including navigation prompts) between the 
digital instrument displays are also part of the 
package.

Driver aids include a tyre pressure monitor, 

rear parking sensors, driver fatigue sensor, 
four switchable driving modes (eco, comfort, 
sport and custom), a ‘hill hold’ system and 
cruise control. 

The safety package is comprehensive too, 
from multiple airbags to a range of electronic 
wizardry incuding traction, stability and 
braking systems.

The list price of the 1.0 SE test car (before 
optional extras) is £18,500 while the range 
starts at just £17,195 for the entry-level S 
version which, all things considered, makes it 
tremendously competitive both for the private 
buyer and the fleet market.

Other engine options include the VW 
Group’s new 1.5TSI petrol unit and 1.6 and 2.0 

litre turbo diesels. At the top of the tree sits the 
high performance vRS powered by a 2.0 litre 
turbocharged engine, turning out 245PS fitted 
and mated to a seven-speed automated ‘DSG’ 
gearbox. The £29,485 car is naturally the best 
equipped of the range as well as being the 
quickest, with 0 to 62mph sprint time of 6.6 
seconds. 

Premium class looks and the car seats ve adults in comfort with room for their luggage

ROAD TEST

y o n i t
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Restoration of ‘missing’ original 4x4 
starts Land Rover’s 70th anniversary

New Shogun Sport from £36,905
The new Mitsubishi Shogun Sport will 

cost from £36,905 when it goes on sale in 
the UK in April.

Designed to be a more luxurious and 
spacious version of the off-road-focused 
Shogun, the Shogun Sport comes with 
four-wheel-drive, seven seats and an 
impressive suite of technology.

Pitched as a competitor to the likes of the 
Land Rover Discovery Sport and Skoda 
Kodiaq, the Shogun Sport gets leather 
upholstery, electrically adjustable front 
seats, LED lights all round and daytime 
running lights as standard on the ‘entry-
level’ 3 trim.

Comfort and driver assistance features 
include dual-zone climate control, a 
reversing camera with parking sensors, 
keyless entry, and automatic headlights 
and wipers. Bluetooth is also standard, 
while Apple and Android phones can be 
connected through the Smartphone Link 
Display Audio system.

 For an extra £2,000, buyers can opt 
for the 4 trim, which gets heated front 
seats, an upgraded sound system and 
headlamp washers. This trim also receives 
Mitsubishi’s advanced driver assistance 
technology, which includes adaptive cruise 
control, forward collision mitigation and 

blind spot warning. A 360-degree camera 
and parking sensors also feature.

There are three metallic colours available 
– Deep Bronze, Atlantic Grey and Sterling 
Silver – while Imperial Red and Polar White 
are available in pearlescent paint. 

Top-spec models can also choose the 

Cosmos Black pearlescent option. 
Both trim levels are available with one 

engine – a 2.4-litre turbo-diesel unit 
making 179bhp and 430Nm of torque. 
Running costs are likely to be high, with 
Mitsubishi claiming an unimpressive 
31.4mpg on the combined cycle, 

and CO2emissions of 222g/km. By 
comparison, a Land Rover Discovery Sport 
achieves more than 50mpg, while the most 
efficient Skoda Kodiaq manages 56.5mpg.

As with all Mitsubishi models, the 
Shogun Sport comes with a five-year or 
62,500-mile warranty. 

The car is designed to be a more luxurious and spacious version of the off-road focused Shogun

Have a chat at first if you think there’s a problem

Recognise early 
danger signs in 
senior drivers

Road safety and breakdown cover specialist GEM 
Motoring Assist is encouraging family members to be 
wise to the early signs of unsafe driving in their senior 
relatives.

The call follows the tragic case of Gertrude Lister, the 
95-year-old driver who put her foot on the accelerator 
instead of the brake following a visit to her husband’s 
grave last February. She crashed into a hedge and 
killed a cemetery worker.

Last week a judge sentenced Mrs Lister to 16 months 
in prison, suspended for two years, and banned her 
from driving for the rest of her life.

There are more than 100,000 drivers aged over 90 
in the UK, and more than 500 centenarians still hold 
licences.

GEM road safety officer Neil Worth comments: “We 
want as many people as possible to enjoy the freedom 
of the open road for as long as possible, but only while 
they are safe.

“Warning signs relating to failing health or reduced 
ability can develop slowly and gradually in older 
drivers. This often means they won’t be aware of their 
changing actions or the growing risks they may pose – 
to themselves and to others - on journeys.

“The only requirement in law for any driver aged 
over 70 is to declare every three years that they are fit 
to drive. In the absence of re-testing and mandatory 
eyesight checks, it’s vital that family members and 
friends are willing to keep an eye on their senior 
relatives – and take appropriate action if anything 
causes them concern.”

GEM suggests the following signs that suggest a 
high risk of danger with a requirement for immediate 
action:

l  ‘Close calls’ – or ‘oops factor’ moments where a 
crash almost happens

l   Dents and scrapes on the car as a result of hitting 
fences, posts or kerbs

l  Traffic penalty tickets, such as speeding and red 
traffic light violations

GEM also advises family members and friends to 
look out for the following common signs that could 
indicate an increase in the risks posed by a senior 
driver. Most are minor on their own, but can combine to 
present a significantly increased risk:

l  Difficulty seeing traffic lights and road signs
l Reduced awareness of drivers coming from the 

side or the rear
l   Not reacting to an approaching emergency siren
l   Slow reaction when required to brake or alter 

direction suddenly
l  Confusing the accelerator and brake pedals
l Erratic decision-making
l Getting flustered or angry over minor matters
l Difficulty looking over shoulders to check before 

pulling out
l Missing familiar exits or turnings
l Drifting in and out of lanes on motorways and dual 

carriageways
l Failing to indicate correctly (or at all)
l  Failing to cancel an indicator

“If you decide that there is good reason to be 
concerned about a senior relative, then try to have an 
informal, friendly chat. If your relative is unwilling to 
have that conversation, you could attempt to inform 
their GP, or all else fails, you could report them to the 
DVLA. You can do this anonymously if you wish,” says 
Neil Worth.

“Safety has to be everyone’s priority, even if you 
risk upsetting some close to you. The potential 
consequences of not acting are ultimately much, much 
worse.”

GEM’s recently-published resource, Still Safe to 
Drive, gives a range of practical advice to help senior 
drivers stay as safe as possible for as long as possible. 
Take a look at www.stillsafetodrive.org.uk/

Land Rover will mark its 70th anniversary with a series 
of events and celebrations in 2018, beginning with the 
restoration of the vehicle that started it all – one of the three 
pre-production Land Rovers shown at the 1948 Amsterdam 
Motor Show launch. This gave the world its first glimpse of 
the shape that would become instantly recognisable as a 
Land Rover.

For years the whereabouts of this launch Land Rover was a 
mystery. The demonstration vehicle from the Amsterdam show 
was last on the road in the 1960s, after which it spent 20 years in 
a Welsh field before being bought as a restoration project; it then 
lay languishing unfinished in a garden. Following its surprise 
discovery just a few miles outside of Solihull, UK – where the 
car was first built – the experts at Jaguar Land Rover Classic 
spent months researching in company archives to unravel its 
ownership history and confirm its provenance.

The team behind the successful Land Rover Series I Reborn 
programme, which allows customers to own a slice of Land 
Rover history with meticulously restored Series Is, will now 
embark on their most challenging project yet: a year-long 
mission to preserve this historically significant prototype and 
enable it to be driven again.

Tim Hannig, Jaguar Land Rover Classic director, said: “This 
Land Rover is an irreplaceable piece of world automotive history 
and is as historically important as ‘Huey’, the first pre-production 
Land Rover. Beginning its sympathetic restoration here at 
Classic Works, where we can ensure it’s put back together 
precisely as it’s meant to be, is a fitting way to start Land Rover’s 
70th anniversary year.

“There is something charming about the fact that exactly 70 
years ago this vehicle would have been undergoing its final 
adjustments before being prepared for the 1948 Amsterdam 
Motor Show launch – where the world first saw the shape that’s 
now immediately recognised as a Land Rover.”

The Jaguar Land Rover Classic team will follow a dedicated 
process to restore the launch vehicle, which has a lot of special 
features that are unique to the 48 pre-production Land Rovers 
that were produced prior to the mass production vehicles, such 
as thicker aluminium alloy body panels, a galvanised chassis 
and a removable rear tub. The patina of its components will be 
preserved, including the original Light Green paint applied in 
1948.

Previous owners of this historic vehicle are being invited 
to Jaguar Land Rover’s Classic Works facility to share their 
experiences and to witness its loving restoration.

This landmark project, representing the earliest beginnings 
of the Land Rover story – which led to more than 67 years of 
continuous production of iconic Series I to Defender vehicles 
at Solihull – is the first in a series of stories and events that will 
celebrate the past, present and future of Land Rover throughout 
2018. Follow the story on Instagram @LandRoverUKPR

Experts at Jaguar Land Rover Classic Works in Coventry will preserve the history and sympathetically 
restore the famous vehicle in 2018

 The first Land Rovers were shown at the 1948 Amsterdam Motor Show; this original launch vehicle has 
been missing for the last 63 years

By James Parker



TRIBUTES have continued to pour in 
from fans all over the world following the 
death of football legend Cyrille Regis.

The 59-year-old passed away on Sunday night 
of a heart attack.

Born on February 9, 1958, to Robert and Mathilde 
Regis in French Guiana, his father moved to Britain, 
with Regis and the rest of his family following a year 
later. They initially pitched up in the Portobello Road 
area before later moving to Stonebridge.

A talented sportsman, Regis impressed in football, 
cricket and athletics at Cardinal Hinsley School (Har-
lesden) and was called up to the Borough of Brent 
Boys’ football team. He was offered a trial by Chelsea, 
but was unable to attend due to injury.

Regis trained as an electrician – a trade he contin-
ued in until becoming a professional footballer – and 
played Sunday League football for Ryder Brent Valley 
and Oxford & Kilburn Boys.

He began to bang in the goals following a move to 
London amateur club Molesey in 1975/76 and when 
he repeated the feat at Hayes the following season, 
Albion came calling.

Important
The 19-year-old was spotted by Baggies chief scout 

Ronnie Allen and a deal was reached to buy Regis 
for £5,000 in May 1977, with another £5,000 once 
he reached 20 appearances. Laurie Cunningham had 
joined two months earlier, Brendon Batson would 
sign soon after – they would become three of the most 
important figures in the club’s history and christened 
The Three Degrees by boss Ron Atkinson.

Allen took over from Johnny Giles as manager 
and handed the striker his debut in a League Cup tie 
on August 31, 1977 against Rotherham – and Regis 
scored twice in a 4-0 win. Three days later, he was 
on the scoresheet in a 2-1 league victory over Mid-
dlesbrough. Regis ended that first campaign with 10 
goals in 34 league games – and six more in the FA Cup 
as Albion finished sixth and reached the semi-final, 
with Atkinson having replaced Allen in January 1978. 
In 1978/79 Albion finished third in the First Division 
and reached the quarter-finals of the Uefa Cup.

After 13 goals in 39 league appearances Regis was 
voted PFA Young Footballer of the Year. The Three 

Degrees were broken up ahead of the 1979/80 season 
with Cunningham sold to Real Madrid. With Regis 
sidelined early on, he would only net eight league 
goals. Albion finished 10th and exited the cups early.

Fortunes improved in 1980/81 as Regis bagged 14 
times in 38 league matches, lifting the Baggies to 
fourth and a return to the Uefa Cup. Regis’ tally of 
17 goals in 37 league matches was his best at Albion 
and he finished second in the Footballer of the Year 
vote behind Tottenham’s Steve Perryman

He also won the first of five England caps in a 4-0 
win over Northern Ireland at Wembley, becoming the 
third black player to be capped by England after Viv 
Anderson and Cunningham.

Regis left The Hawthorns in 1984 with 112 goals in 
302 games. His eight seasons in Baggies colours were 
followed by a further seven down the road at Coven-
try City, where he won the FA Cup in 1987.

Having netted 47 goals in 238 games for Coventry, 
Regis was reunited with Atkinson at Villa in 1991 – 
becoming Big Ron’s first signing at Villa Park.

He netted on his debut again in a 3-2 success over 
Sheffield Wednesday and found the net 11 times that 
season as Villa finished seventh and reached the sixth 
round of the FA Cup. His minutes were limited the 
following season – particularly following the £2.3mil-
lion arrival of Dean Saunders – and his only goal of 
the campaign would arrive in a 2-1 victory over Not-
tingham Forest in December 1992.

With his career winding down, he crossed the divide 
for the old gold and black of Wolves, later dropping 
through the divisions to play for Wycombe Wanderers 
and Chester City in Division Three before finally call-

ing time in 1996. After his playing career ended Regis 
also awarded an honorary fellowship by the Univer-
sity of Wolverhampton in 2001 before becoming a 
Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) 
in 2008.

As well as working in a range of coaching roles, he 
became an accredited football agent – including for 
his nephew Jason Roberts – and continued charity 
work with wife Julia, including for WaterAid. His leg-
acy continues to inspire footballers of all races today.

Regis leaves behind widow Julia, two children and 
three grandchilen. In a statement released by Albion, 
Julia Regis described the 59-year-old legend as her 
‘soulmate’, a ‘beautiful man’ and ‘a wonderful hus-
band, father, grandfather, brother and uncle’.

She said: “Losing him has turned my whole world 
upside down. It is a void that will never be filled. 
He was a role model for so many because he always 
treated everyone he met with kindness and respect.”

Albion chairman John Williams said: “Everyone 
will have their precious memories of him as a family 
man, as a crusader against bigotry – which can never 
be under-estimated – and as a man who threw consid-
erable energy into a series of worthy causes.

Respected
“But for me, I will never forget Cyrille the foot-

baller – a wonderful, wonderful player who had 
everything and who defenders of the time would have 
hated facing.”

Geoff Snape, secretary of West Brom’s Former 
Players Association said: “A legend, a word that is 
sometimes used too frivolously but in the case of Big 
C it was a word that summed him up, a really nice 
guy, respected by his colleagues.”

Tearful Ally Robertson, a former team-mate and 
close friend, said: “I’m heartbroken. Cyrille is a true 
great. He was the ultimate gentleman. I cannot be-
lieve he has gone.”

Steve Bull joined in the tributes, describing his 
former Wolves team-mate as “a man and a player I 
looked up to”.

John Wile was captain of the trailblazing Albion 
side of the 70s and 80s that Regis was a part of. He 
said: “You wouldn’t wish to meet a nicer person. 

“He was just an absolute gentleman. It’s a real 
sorry day.”

RIP Big Cyrille – football
legend and a gentleman

The Baggies so-called Three Degrees with the musical group in the 1970s

Regis meets fans at King’s Square indoor market 

SPORTING FEATURE
By Matt Wilson

“Losing him has turned my 
whole world upside down. 
It is a void that will never be 
filled.”

ALBION midfielder Jake Livermore will not face action from the FA after 
confronting a West Ham supporter who allegedly taunted him over the 
death of his infant son.

The 28-year-old England international has been reminded of his respon-
sibility not to react to fans whatever the circumstances – though mainly for 
his own safety and that of innocent spectators.

Livermore became involved in an angry exchange with a supporter sitting 
just behind the away team’s dugout at the London Stadium, after being 
substituted in the second half of the Baggies 2-1 loss to the Hammers on 
January 2. 

Albion have claimed Livermore was provoked by a remark related to the 
death of his infant son, Jake Junior, in 2014.

West Ham have identified the fan and are currently investigating the 
matter.Having asked both clubs for their observations on the incident, the 
FA is understood to be happy with West Ham’s handling of the case.

THE first-ever winner of the WWE Royal Rumble will be in the Black 
Country tomorrow night (Friday) ahead of the event’s 30th anniversary.

American wrestling superstar ‘Hacksaw’ Jim Duggan will be in action at 
Darlaston Town Hall. He makes the trip across the pond to take top billing 
on a Pro Wrestling Live card staged by local promoter Matt Powell at the 
Victoria Road venue.

Duggan, from Glen Falls, New York, won the maiden Royal Rumble in 
1988. He went on to become a WWE Hall of Famer and is still signed to the 
company on a Legends contract. The 63-year-old will dust off his wrestling 
boots, trusty 2 x 4 plank of wood and use his battle cries of ‘Hooo’ and 
‘USA’ in the Black Country ring. 

Tickets are available, with general admission £6.50, VIP ringside passes 
£12, a family of four, two adults and two children £22.

For more information, call 07404 279 880. Payment can be made on the 
doors, which open at 6.30pm for a 7.30pm start.

THE EFL Championship trophy that Wolves are currently on course to 
regain will be on show at a city pub next weekend.

Wolves stand top of the pile in the Championship and are on course to 
win the re-branded title for a second time, the last eight years ago in 2009.

Fans have the chance to see the trophy early when it arrives at the 
George Wallis, Victoria Street, on Saturday January 27.

Competition sponsors Sky Bet are taking the trophy on a whistle-stop 
tour and will be in the pub’s upstairs function room from 1-3pm.

Selfies and photographs with the silverware can be taken as a memento. 
Tables can be pre-booked, but no tickets are required and admission is free. 
Donations are welcome for a charity of the George Wallis’ choice.

Pub mascot George the Wolf will be on hand to entertain visitors on an 
afternoon where Wolves are scheduled to play away.

There will be a raffle for football-themed prizes and the day’s FA Cup 
games will be shown across the venue. Contact the pub on 01902 426892.

EFL Trophy on way
to Wolverhampton

Right royal rumble
as Duggan checks in

Livermore won’t face
action over fan fracas

Brendon Batson and Regis with a relative of Laurie Cunningham 

Regis was a popular player in the colours of Albion, Villa and Wolves in a glittering career that saw him lift the FA Cup and play for England
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OPENING TIMES Mon - Fri 9.30 - 5pm, Sat 9.30 - 4pm
215 WALSALL RD, STONE CROSS B71 3HS

0121 588 5904 • homecomfortsx@hotmail.com
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CARPETS, BEDS, B INDS, SOFAS
AL T UNBELIEVABLE PRICES
FREE QUOTA IONSQUO ONS

CARPETS, BEDS, BLINDS, SOFAS
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES
FREE QUOTATIONS

Leaders just
too slick for
Wednesbury

Wednesbury 7 Eccleshall 32
WEDNESBURY expected a tough game 
against the leaders Eccleshall – and that 
is exactly what they got.

The visitors were up for it, but 
Wednesbury seemed lethargic and were 
never really in the game. Eccleshall were 
quicker off the mark, their tackling was 
spot on and their passing was slick and 
fast. As much as the home side tried they 
could not stem the tide of the visitors’ 
attack so in the end the result was in-
evitable. 

It took Eccleshall 20 minutes to make 
the initial breakthrough with a penalty. 
Within two minutes they were back on 
the scoresheet, with a slick passing move 
that led to a try under the posts, conver-
sion added.

Wednesbury kept trying to find a 
way through the Eccleshall defence but 
with no luck. Dale Doughty had some 
great runs but could not force his way 
through. With half time approaching the 
visitors scored their second try. 

With the start of the second half 
Wednesbury coach Gary Summers made 
a couple of changes to his team, and for a 
short time this seemed to boost his side. 

They were soon on the scoresheet, 
Doughty finishing off a driving maul to 
go over for a try, Matt Dale added the 
conversion. This respite was short-lived. 
Although Wednesbury tried to increase 
their score they could not find a way 
through and in the last 20 minutes with 
Wednesbury getting tired from the re-
lentless pressure, Eccleshall added a two 
further converted tries and a penalty.  

On Saturday, Wednesbury travel to 
Aston Old Edwardians for a rearranged 
fixture, ko 2-15.

A weakened 2nd XV lost at Old Salt-
leians 2nds 37-19, with tries from Josh 
Harris, Adam Mills and Dom Weathers 
and conversions by Josh Harris and 
Simon Wallace.  

Lloyd hankers for more race success
AFTER tasting road racing for the 
first time, Wednesbury rider Neil 
Lloyd is hungry for more in 2018.

The 46-year-old raced at two 
famous tracks, Oliver’s Mount in 
Scarborough, as well as the South-
ern 100 Billown circuit on the Isle of 
Man, last year.

Plans for the new campaign in-
clude returning to the same road 
races, as well as adding the Manx 
GP and some classic bike racing.

Lloyd, who competes regularly 
on the circuits at Tonfanau, in 
Gwynedd, Wales, and at the Darley 
Moor Road Racing Championships, 
in Derbyshire, said he could be rid-
ing as many as four bikes in 2018. 
He plans to add a Honda CBR600, 
BSA750 Rocket 3 and Yamaha RD50 
to his usual Honda RVF400.

He is again looking for fresh spon-
sorship and praised all his support-
ers who had helped him through an 

eventful 2017 season. “Thanks go to 
Martin Lloyd of Lloyds transport, 
Paul Wright of Brotherton Cycles, 
Alister Chadwick of AJ Restoration 
and anyone else who’s helped out 
in any way,” he said. “We’re always 
looking for new sponsors and would 
appreciate any help.”

To sponsor Lloyd, email stlloyd@
hotmail.co.uk

A Facebook page has been set up 
to follow the rider’s progress.

THE FA has confirmed it will 
investigate an alleged racial 
slur made by Albion striker Jay 
Rodriguez towards Brighton 
full-back Gaetan Bong.

Both teams have come out in support 
of their players.

The Seagulls defender reported Rodriguez to 
referee Martin Atkinson during Saturday’s game 
at The Hawthorns and has asked the FA to fol-
low up his allegations with a full investigation.

Brighton released a statement backing Bong, 
while the Baggies issued a similar statement in 
support of Rodriguez.

Albion Director of Football Administration 
Richard Garlick said: “The club will co-operate 
fully with the FA throughout this investigation 
and, as has been indicated from the outset, re-
mains fully supportive of Jay. We will not be 
making any further comment at this stage.”

Altercation
Bong is believed to have accused Rodriguez 

of saying ‘You’re black and you stink’ during a 
second half altercation. But the Baggies striker 
denies any wrongdoing, saying his actions and 
words were just implying Bong had bad breath.

The game itself saw Albion finally end their 
20-game winless run, thanks to goals from Jonny 
Evans and Craig Dawson.

The outpouring of emotion at the end was 
huge. And, after introducing cardboard clappers 
to whip up an atmosphere, the club are now plan-
ning to keep them for the rest of the season.

Each home fan found the noise-making free-
bie on their seat and the Baggies were roared to 
their first Premier League victory since August.

The clappers idea came from chief executive 
Martin Goodman, who has been looking at how 
to build atmosphere at the stadium since he 
joined just over a year ago. The board also spoke 
with boss Alan Pardew about ways to get The 
Hawthorns rocking and he thanked supporters 
for their role.

Death of former
Albion player, 78
FORMER Albion player Archie Styles – 
a stalwart of the Baggies’ Former Play-
ers Association – has died at the age of 
78.

Styles, who was born in Smethwick 
on October 29, 1939, joined Albion from 
Smethwick Boys in 1956.

He went on to make one first-team ap-
pearance before leaving for Wrexham in 
1960 and played for several non-league 
clubs – including Stourbridge, where he 
was also a coach.

A statement on the Former Players 
Association website read: “He said that 
perhaps the most enjoyable time both so-
cially and in football terms was the times 
he played for the All Stars Charity side 
alongside Stan Jones, Bobby Hope and 
many more.”

Styles leaves son Dean, daughter Kerry, 
grandchildren Tom, Shannon, Georgia, 
Laura and Kyle, plus four great grand- 
children.

Cupitt in the
fast Layne
at Brummies
BIRMINGHAM have just one team spot 
to fill after Layne Cupitt agreed a return 
to Perry Barr for 2018.

Cupitt stays on with the Brummies 
for a second consecutive season, and 
starts the year with a 4.00 average after 
a steady 2017 campaign.

Co-promoter David Mason is adamant 
there is plenty more to come from the 
rider. He said: “When I 
saw Layne was only on 
a four I couldn’t believe 
because he impressed me 
last season. 

“Particularly in the 
opening half he showed 
exactly what he is ca-
pable of when his mind 
is fully focused. That’s 
something I’m looking 
forward to working with 
Layne on this year.

“I think sticking with the same club 
in the same surroundings is just what 
he needs to take that next step up the 
ladder.”

Cupitt himself is determined to con-
tinue his improvement with the Brum-
mies. He said: “I did come on a fair 
amount last year and the meetings I had 
in the first half of the season are what 
I’ve been focusing on over the winter.”

Supporters who purchase a season 
ticket before February 7 are reminded 
that they are eligible for the club’s spe-
cial early bird deal. Full details can be 
found at: http://www.birminghambrum-
mies.co/news.php?extend.2562

Coaching sessions
for young cricketers
WEDNESBURY Cricket Club are on the 
lookout for the next generation of young 
cricketers. Junior coaching is under way 
for six-to-11-year olds.

The sessions are open to boys and girls 
regardless of ability and all equipment 
will be provided. Fully qualified ECB 
coaches will deliver the sessions and the 
emphasis will be on fun and enjoyment.

The sessions take place at Wood 
Green High School, Wood Green Road, 
Wednesbury on Wednesdays 5.30 to 7pm 
for six-to-eight-year-olds and on Thurs-
days from 5.30 to 7pm for nine-to-11s.

There is no need to book, just turn up 
on the evening. Cost per session is £2.

CLAP CLAP, IT’S
A BAGGIES WIN
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK

Neil Lloyd rounding Church Bends
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Big Ron leads Regis plaudits

Tributes are laid at the gate of The Hawthorns for Baggies legend Cyrille Regis

FORMER Baggies manager Ron Atkinson led 
the tributes to Cyrille Regis, describing him as 
“the best centre-forward I ever worked with – 
but an even better bloke”.

Regis was a key part of the Baggies team 
which finished third in the First Division 
under Atkinson in 1978/79. The pair were reu-
nited at Villa Park after Atkinson signed Regis 
on a free transfer in 1991. 

‘Big Ron’ said: “Cyrille was probably the best 
centre-forward I ever worked with –  but he 
was an even better bloke than he was player.”

He added: “Cyrille had these huge thighs 
and great power, phenomenal pace. He had a 
good touch as well. There wasn’t a single cen-
tre-half who liked playing against him.”

Shocked Baggies fans have headed down to 
The Hawthorns to lay wreaths and scarves at 
the stadium gates.

Phil Hughes, 45, from Wolverhampton, said: 
“I was just absolutely shocked, just could not 
believe it. Cyrille has always been my number 
one hero.  Heroes don’t die, they just become 
legends. This has  shattered me.”

Layne Cupitt


